LESSON #31a 12-10-89
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IS ANY MAN TOO EVIL. FOR GOD TO SAVE?

* Dial-A-Bible-Moment

INTRO: Dear listener.... are you a sinner? Do you feel that your sins are too
great, too black to ever be washed clean? Are you burdened and weighed down
with your unworthiness? Have you reluctantly conceded your scul to Satan,
convinced that Cod cannot save you as vile as you are? Then brother.....
have I got a Savior tc tell you about!!

Jesus came into the world to seek and save the lost, not the righteous
(Matthew 9:12-13). He came to save men who were guilty of sint! Is any sin
too horrible to be forgiven? (Isaiah 1:18)

Jesus pleads gently, calling the broken and lost back to Himself (Matthew
11:28-30). His gentle, yet strong touch, can heal the beaten and bruised
and nurse you back to health. He gives up on no one, but will patiently fan
the smoking candle to flame agaln, rather than dousing it and giving up on
it (Matthew 12:20).

Jesus is the good shepherd who hazards every danger to find the sheep who
has strayed so far away from the flock and rejoices with the angels in
heaven gver the one sinner who needs repentance and salvation, more than
those who are already safe in the Master's fold (Luke 15:1-7).

I. IS ANY MAN TOO EVIL FOR GOD TO SAVE?
A. Are You Living An Immoral Life? Are you a homosexual, adulterer,
thief, or drunkard? God forgives men such as these who repent and
turn to Him (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

B. Have You Killed Christians? Saul of Tarsus persecuted the church
and killed Christians and God saved him (Acts 8:3; 9:1-2; 1 Corinthians
15:9-10).

C. Have You Done Anything So Terrible As Crucifying God's Own Son? God
saved those men on the day of Pentecost who crucified His Son. Peter

convicted them of their sin -- slaying the one Son of God sent to
save them from their sins (Acts 2:36).
These people were desperate.... they knew of their guilt and that

Jesus was the only way anyone could be saved. They wanted to know if
there was anything they could dc to remove this guilt from their
souls (Acts 2:37). Peter gave them hope through simple submission

to Christ and cbedience toc His will (Acts 2:38-41).

II. IS ANY MAN WORTHY OF SALVATION?
A. God Loves Us Even Though We Are Unloveable. 1ihe secret of God's love
is not in that we are great, but that He is great!! My friend, God
loves you no matter what your life is like (Romans 8:35-39).

B. Do You Feel Unworthy Of Salvation? Who is worthy? Take courage....
because the man who is humbled and brought down low by the load of
his sins 1s the very one of whom God's kingdom is made!! "Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the klngdom of heaven"™ (Matthew
5:3; cf. Psalm 51:16-17; James 4:6,10).
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1. Woman Who Washed Jesus' Feet (Luke 7:36-50). She loved Jesus
much because He had forgiven her of much. He was the one person
in the world who still recognized her worth in the midst of her
sinfulness.

Even though Simon scorned and looked down on her, Jesus recog-
nized in her & precicus soul worth saving!! Dear listener, He
can forgive you too of much sint!

2. The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). He had to hit “rock bottom"
before he ever looked up. And when he finally "came to his
senses" and decided he wanted tc humbly return, His father re-
ceived him joyously, with open arms.

Friend, the Falher is waiting for you toof!

CONCLUSION:  Shake yourself out of despondancy. Seek after God and even you
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God has mercy and grace enough to take the vilest sinner and wash him as
te as snow. You can be saved in the same way as Saul the Christian-killer
the Christ-killers on the day of Pentscost.

They both believed that Jesus was the Son of God (Acts 22:6-8,10; 2:37).

They both repented of the sins they committed (Acts 2:9,11; 2:38). They
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h were baptized tc wash away the guilt of every sin and inigquity they
committed (Acts 22:16; 2:38).

My friend, what keeps you from leaving the shackles of sin and being
hed in the blood of Christ today?

My Triend, if you are searching for God now, let me send you a little

ct entitled "What Must I Dc To Be Saved?" You need to know and you

't need to wait. Write to me: Rob Harbison, Harrodsburg Church of
ist, 232 S. College St., Harrodsburg, KY 40330. I will send it
you immediately.... It will cost you ncthing, but if you don't do some-
ng about the sin in your life, it will cost you your soul!!

What Must I Do To Be Saved? (Roy H. Lanier)
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IS ANY MAN TOD GOOD FOR GOD TO SAVE?

* Remind about taped messages
¥ Dial-A-Bible-Moment

INTRO: I believe that the majority of the listeners of this program are good
people.... I have met many of you in the six months that we have been here
and am very impressed with how kind, gentle, and generous you are. It is
a fine thing to have a community of moral men and women making up the
populace of Harrodsburg. All this makes a pleasant community in life....
but what kind of preparation is that for the community after life?

It is noble for a man to choose to be honest, pay his debts, treat his
wife and children well, be a good citizen and keep out of jail, and to help
the poor when he comes in contact with their need. Thai is a wonderful
type of life to live.... but the question is "Can morality save us?"

Jesus met a man like that one time and was so enamored with him that
the Bible says "He loved him" (Mark 10:17-21a). That kind of man is a
special person and Jesus truly appreciates such a man.... but that does not
make him a saved man (Mark 10:21b-27)!

Last week we asked the guestion "Is any man too evil for God to save?"
The answer was a relief -- No! This week we need to ask the question "Is
any man too good for God to save?" Is any man so good that He doesn't need
to come to God through the blood of Christ? Listen carefully for the
answer to that question.... because, my friend, this may be about you!!

I. A MORAL MAN (CORNELIUS)
A. Cornelius. The Bible relates the story of the salvation of a moral
man for the benefit of those who already live such a life. Cornelius
was such & man. Notice his wonderful gualities:

1. A devout man (10:2).

. Feared God with all his household (10:2).

Gave alms generously to the people (10:2)..

Prayed to God always (10:2).

Had a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews (10:22).

That is guite a statement about his piety, realizing the hatred

and evil feeling the Jews had toward Gentiles.

6. Influenced his relatives and friends to listen to God's word
(10:24)

7. He wanted tc hear everything God and His messengers had to say
(10:33).

Does this sound like a man who needs saving? This socunds like the
best of moral men!!

Ul W

B. He Needed Something Else. He needed to hear "words by which he and
his household would be saved" (Acts 11:14) the angel told him. What
were these words? Words about Jesus and the command of the apostle
to be haptized. He needed to believe in Jesus Christ (10:43)....

He needed to fear God and work rightecusness (10:34~35).... and he
needed to be baptized in the name of the Lord (10:47-48).... because
until he had done all those things he was not saved!!
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iI.

A MORAL MAN (YOU)

A.

Maybe You Are A Mason. You don't get to be a Mason by being cruel,
heartless, and selfish. You are invited to become a Mason because
of your good character and charitable nature. The Lodge is a
fraternal, social, henevolent organization (it is religious too
even though many don't realize that),

You are undoubtedly a fine person..... but Christ came to
establish the church, rot the lodge (Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians
3:11). It was never said of a Lodge that Jesus gave up His life for
it (Ephesians 5:25), or that He purchased it with His own blood
(Acts 20:28).

Being a member of a Lodge can never help your standing before God....
since it is a religious organization too of a different nature it will
hinder your standing before God.

Maybe You Go To Church. And by going to church every Sunday you are
sure that mskes you a better person, more moral and acceptable to Ged.
But just going to church weekly is not enough to save anyone. Some
people like that will be surprised on the judgment day to find out
that wasn't sufficient (Matthew 7:21-23).

Maybe You Don't Do Bad Things. That is commendable.... I wish more
people were like that, then the world would be a better place. But
those things that you do not do is only part of Christianity. The
other part is what you dol!! (James 4:17; Hebrews 5:8-9).

Many think that morality is living by the "Ten Commandments". The
rich young ruler lived by those, but that wasn't enough. We cannot
live again under & system of "thou shalts" and "thou shalt nots"
because all that system can do is condemn and never justify (Galatians
3:21-25). We are no longer uncer a law like Moses' because now
we have come to Christ.

€an A Good Man Be Saved UOutside Of Christ? In the middle of this
discussion, someone will say:

1. "There are as good of men outside the church as in it". Granted!!
But it is a matter of being saved by the bloocd of Christ, not by
our own goocdness (Ephesians 2:8-10). Those in the church aren't
there because they are better than you, but because they are
forgiven and have entered a new 1life with Christ (2 Corinthians
5:17; Romans 6:3=7).

2. "I am better than some in the church". And you are worse than
some not in the church.... what's the point? What difference
does that make?

3. "I had a good mother. She went to church for all of us and had
enough falth for all of us™. I am happy to hear that she was
such a wonderful woman. Unfortunately, we will all be judged by
our own lives (2 Corinthians 5:10).

CONCLUSION: Is any man too good for God to save? Hardly... We all need the
salvation that only Ged can provide (Romans 3:23; 6:23).

Is anyone lost anymore? We don't act like it. Moral men will be lost...

good men will die and go to hell.... because only through Jesus Christ can

we come to God (John 14:6). Please contact us if we can assist you in setting

your life right with God!!
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THREE TYPES OF BELIEVERS
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INTRO: Faith is the heartbeat of spiritual life. Without it, that life
shrivels up and guickly slips into spiritual death. Jesus said "I said
therefore to you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not
that T am He, ye shall die in your sins" (John 8:24). Without faith, nc
man can ever please God (Hebrews 11:6).

Many people believe in God and His Son. That is wonderfult! I meet
people every day who believe that Jesus is Ged's Son. But not all believers
are alike. Actually, there are some believers that God cannot accept!!

Let's take time to consider three different kinds of believers.

I. BELIEVE BUT DO NOT DO
A. Some Peuple Believe But Do Nothing About It. Belief brings no
changes into their lives. They never worship God on His day....
never open the pages of their Bible.... and are not made any better
people:by the lessons they hear. Are ng such a person?

Such people say "I know what T am doing", "I've not fallen away
completely, I still believe", "Me and the Lord have our own little
thing going and He understands". But all of this is wishful
thinking!! ‘ '

1. Faith Involves Acting On What You Believe. Real faith goes a
step far beyond mere belief (James 2:19,24,26). Note some prime
examples of men who believed but did nothing about it... and
consider "What was the condition of their soul?"

a. Felix (Acts 24:24-25)
b. Agrippa (Acts 26:27-28)
c. Jewish Rulers (John 12:42-43)

2. The Bible Admonishes Us.... to "be doers of the word and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22). Have you
deceived yourself?

II. BELIEVE BUT DO WRONG THING
A. Some People Believe And Work But It Is The Wreng Thing. Believing
God and doing something for Him is commendable. But if those things
are not commanded by God and acceptable, then they are worthless.
Doing exactly what God said is important (Matthew 7:21-23).

1. Many People Work Very Zealously For What They Believe.... but if
that belief is wrong, naturally, the practice will be wrong (as
good as the intentions were). The Jews were very enthusiastic
about their own system of righteousness, but showed little in-
terest in God's (Romans 10:2-3).

Although satisfactory to us, sincerity and enthusiasm, are
not enough to save a man. Thlnk about the zeal and sincerity cf
Saul of Tarsus who persecuted Christians berause of his belief
and convictions (Acts 8:3-4; 9:1; 26:9). Was he justified in
his belief?

2. Believing And Practicing Error Is Destructive To One's Soul
(2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). Are you practicing and believing truth?
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ITI. BELIEVE AND DO RIGHT
A. Some People Believe The Truth And Do The Right Thing. The Bible
teaches salvation by grace (Ephesians 2:8), faith {Ephesians 2:8;
Romans 5:1), and works (James 2:21-22,24). Neither teaching is
opposed to either of the others. Rather each doctrine complements
the others. Therefere it is important to believe and obey the
truth (Galatians 5:6).

1.

When The Church Was First Established It Was Comprised Of This
Kind Of Believer. When the Jews on the day of Pentecost hearnd
the preaching about the resurrection of Christ they believed and
were pricked in their hearts (Acts 2:36-37). They immediately
inguired what they must do, and Peter answered "Repent and be
baptized every one cf you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). Those who believed and gladly
recelved his word were baptized (Acts 2:41).

CONCLUSION: The faith which saves is the faith which obeys. My friend, are
you a believer? Then whal type of believer are you?
It really does matter.... Look very closely and honestly.... The conse-
guences are eternall!
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REMEMBER NOW YOUR _CREATOR

* Remind of DABM (Lessons on Sermon on Mount)

INTRO: Scme of the best words of advice for young men and women are found in
one of the cbscure books of the 0ld Testament -~ the book of Ecclesiastes
(Ecclesiastes 12:1). '

Youth is a critically important time in a person's 1ife.... perhaps the
most important time!! The course of a young person's life 1s charte as he/
she chooses consciously or unconsciously, the direction for his life to
travel.

Youth is a wonderful time.... but also a difficult ore.... and the Bible
has a lot to say to young men and women alike.

I. YOUTH IS A TIME TO ENJOY

A. Youth Is A Time To Enjoy. GCod has never asked anyone to live a
‘miserable, uneventful life. Such has no spiritual advantage. God
wants the young to relish life (Ecclesiastes 11:9). Many things in
this life appeal to the young. God knews that and wanis you to
enjoy life, seek adventure, and meet challenges. But He also warns
of the consequences of wrong decisions in the completion of that
garlier quotation ... but know® that for all these things God will
bring you Into judgment".

IT. YOUTH IS A TIME TO REMEMBER
A. Youth Is A Time Te Remember. "Remember now your Creator...", because
what we do as young adults shapes our lives and maps out the direc-
tion we will travel through the years. Young people, if you do not
follow God now, youwill not likely seek Him later.

Remember God with the strength of your youth, because those who
have lived oniy to gratify themselves look back on their youth with
remorse and regret, wishing they had chosen the path of right, only
finding it too late to undo the damage (cf. Ecclesiastes 2:10-11).

ITT. YOUTH IS A TIME T8 OBEY PARENTS

A. Youth Is A Time To Obey Parents. As difficult as it may be, the

Bible teaches children to obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1-3).
Parents do noi punish you and deny you certain things because they

hate you, but to keep you from having to learn the difficult lessons
of 1life they faced. Such discipline is necessary, as even God so
chastens us for cur benefit (Hebrews 12:11). Give your parents
credit for thelr love, concern, and smarts.

Iv. YOUTH IS A TIME TO LISTEN AND LEARN
A. Youth Is A Time To Listen And Learn. You have ideas. You are

guick to speak them. Perhaps you are right... but don't be so pre-
sumptucus. We must first show respect to our elders and 1isten.

A young man named Elihu, bubbling over with answers to questions
Job and his three friends were asking, held his opinions to himself
until the oider men had spoken (Job 32:4-13). We must all be
"swift to hear, slow to speak....™ {(James 1:19). The worst thing
elther generation can do is to tune out the other one!! Young people
should listen and learn from the volce of experience. Then, the
older generation should listen to the young!!
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V. YOUTH IS A TIME TO SET GOALS
A. Youth Is A Time To Set Goals. Success in any aspect of life is the
result of setting some kind of goals. Youth is a critical time,
because it is the time when we choose the direction for our lives.
Once you have chosen that course, set some goals for yourself and
work hard toward that end.
Don't forget God and His Son in those goals (Colossians 3:1-2).

VI. YOUTH IS A TIME WHICH WILL. PASS AWAY SOON
A. Youth Is A Time Which Will Pass Away Soon. Ready yourself now to
take on "real 1life". Seek God's help while He can be found. The
way adults view you depends very much on what you show them you can
he (1 Timethy 4:12).

CONCLUSION: I love you and am pulling for you... Don't forget God! If you
are listening this morning or you know of some young person who could
benefit from it, I would like to send you free of charge a little booklet
entitled "The Three R's Of Youth". It is a booklet I wrote Tor young
people a couple of years ago and if 1t can help one young person make it
through this difficult time and be faithful to God, it will be weil
worth the time spent.

Send & note to me: Rob Harbison c¢/o Harrodsburg Church of Christ
232 S. College St. Harrodshurg, KY 40330. Or call our Diai-A-Bible-
Moment message at 734-2118 and leave me a message.

God bless you.... and hang in theret!
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SIMPLE NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY

* Remind about DABM (Sermon on the Mount tapes)

INTRO: Many people are apprehensive and cynical about organized reiigion...
perhaps you are one of them. Shamefully, the religious world is one big
divided entity with professed Christians going every conceivable way, claim-
ing each way leads to Christ. But Christ said that there are only two ways
(Matthew 7:12-14).

We boast of the many different denominations we have to choose from.
There is one to suit the taste of everycne. Such is an empty boast! The
word "denominatlion" means a fraction or division, which is clearly condemnad
by the Bible (1 Corinthians 1:10).

In an increasingly complicated world, the simplicity of Christianity is
a refreshing deviation. God did not make the gospel simple to attract
simpletons, but so that every man, woman, and child could understand His
will easily and become His disciple (John 1:12).

Most everything about Christianity is uncomplicated and elementary.

o

I. SIMPLICITY OF WORSHIP :

A. Worship. The worship of New Testament Christians was designed so
simple that everyone could participate, not just the multi-talented.
Early Christians set aside one special day, Sunday, in commemoration
of Jesus' resurrection, along with other special meetings during the
week (1 Corinthians 16:2; Acts 20:7; 12:12).

They sang spiritual songs to pralse God and admonish one another,
needing no musical instruments, which few could play anyway, but all
plucked the strings of their hearts (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16;
James 5:13).

They lifted up holy hands praying together (1 Timothy 2:1,8; Acts
1:14; 12:12).. They met at the Lord's table to break bread and drink
the fruit of the vine to remember Christ's death, proclaim it, and
anxlously await His return (1 Corinthians 11:23-29), and while
assemb%ed on the Lord's Day, they took up & collection (1 Corinthians
16:1-2).

II. SIMPLICITY OF ORGANIZATION
A. Organization. The organization of each functioning local unit of the
church was uncomplicated. Each congregation was subject to its own
leaders, indepencdent of any other church or higher supervising
authorities. Elders ruled every church, where qualified men could
be found and appointed (Acts 14:23; 1 Timothy 3:1-8; 1 Peter 5:1-4;
Titus 1:5).

Deacons were appointed, caring for the needy and serving the needs
of "the church (1 Timothy 3:10-13; Acts 6:1-6). Christ kept the organi-
zation of His church simple so it would be remembered that He was its
head, and so the entire church would never be threatened by any
cerruption or apostacy from those at the topl!

IIT. SIMPLICITY OF WORK
A. Work. The work of the early church was also simple and unassuming.
They were to spread the message of Jesus (Acts 8:4), take care of one
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another (Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-35), and spiritually uplift one another
(Ephesians 4:16). Their goal was not to feed the hungry of the
world, care for the nation's indigents (as worthy as those goals are),
or build. impressive temples and architectural structures. Their
goal was to "seek and save that which is lost" (Luke 19:10), just like
their Master had done.

They sent out missionaries and evangelists to preach, and using
such simple, yet dedicated, methods they evangelized the whole world
(Colossians 1:23}.

IV. SIMPLICITY OF LIFE

A.

Lives Of Its People. What about the personal lives of these people?
They stood out from ail the rest, identified as those of "the way"
(Acts 9:2; etc.). They were godly, did what they personally could
for the poor and needy (James 1:78; Galatians 6:10), and encouraged
cne another. Their worship was not cverly pretentious, but designed
to please God and spiritually edify cne ancther. They just tried to
be servants of God in every aspect of thelr lives.

So you say "I am doing that!"™. Then don't do it alone! Seek us
out and join with other committed people, as a unified force for
Christ in Harrodsburg. Becoming a Christian does not make you part
of some big religious conglomerate, it makes you part of the body of
Christ..... each Christian being a different part of the Lord's body
(1 Corinthians 12:22-27).

Each had his own work, but alsc a respensibility te work together
with other members of the body (Ephesians 4:16).

CONCLUSION: Are you looking for a plain, simple group of Jesus' disciples who
accept God's plans for us and the church without adding to or taking from

them?

Then visit us this morning at the Harrodsburg Church of Christ. We

meet at the corner of College and Office Streets im the middle of Harrodsburg
and will count you an honored guest to visit with us.

You've been thinking about coming sometime.... why not this morning?
Thanks for listening, and tune in again next week.
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION

INTRO: Most religlous conversations these days ultimately lead to a discussion
of the Book of Revelation. Why? Perhaps because of its mystery and science-
fiction type scenario or maybe our "special effects” mentality. Talk turns
to the famines, earthquakes, and wars blanketing the globe as evidenced
daily on the 6:00 news. Fears surface concerning the dreaded number 666,
the Mark of the Beast, and the Battle of Armageddon.

Many people know just enough about the Revelstion of John to be confused,
and to hamper a legitimate study of its contents. When pecple talk about
the Book of Revelation, their minds leave reality and travel to angther
world. Our challenge is to bring them back and rationally discuss the
meaning of this book.

A few basics, which the book telis us about itself, will be helpful in
your study and understanding of the book:

I. GUIDELINES FOR STUDY

A. Revelation Is Written In Symbols (1:1). The message was "signified"
('to give a sign.... expressing by signs' W.E.Vine, p.1043). It was
put Insymbols and given to the apostle John to relate. Any claim
that most of the book is literal is a direct contradiction of the
book's own explanation of itself!! The same people who demand that
the 1000 years (20:1f) be interpretted literally, deny the reference
to tribulation for 10 days to be literal (2:10).

On what basis can they be consistent and de that?

B. Revelation Discusses Events To Take Place Shortly After They Were
Written (1:1,3; 22:6-18). The bock begins and ends noting its de-
piction of impending events, not events 2000 years into the future
(in our present genmeration as so many are claiming). When John the
Baptist and Jesus came preaching the kingdom of God was "at hand"”,
they meant that people listening to them weuld see its coming (Matthew
3:1=2;5 4:17; 16:28).

However we understand the book, we must accept John's time element!
Notice a similar prophecy:

1. Daniel received a vision in 5508C (Daniel 8:1) which was histori-
cally fulfilled in 1648C (Daniel 8:13-14). He was told to "shut
up the vision; for it belongeth to many days to come" (Daniel
8:26). If God considered 400 years to be a long way off, what
about the fulfillment of those events which must shortly take
place?

C. Revelation Was Written To The People Of John's Day (1:4). What did
the book mean to them? If it spoke of the 20th or 21st centuries it
meant absolutely nothing to them! John transcribed his heavenly
vision for the seven churches of Asia. Its promises and blessings
were for those who overcame what they were presently facing (cf.
2:7,11,17,27-28, 3:5,12,21; etc.).

D. Revelation Teaches That Jesus Christ Is Reigning Now (1:5,9; 17:14;
19:11-16). Most religious people believe thai Revelation depicts
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life on the earth before and during Jesus' future thousand year reign
on earth. The book plainly teaches that His kingdom is already in
existence and we are partakers with Him (1:5,9; 19:15-16). This is
consistent with the teaching of the rest of the New Testament
(Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 1:13; etc.).

Revelation Depicts The Avenging Of The Saints (6:9-11; 7:13-14; 16:5-7;
17:63 18:20,24; 12_2- 20:4). This 1s the primary message of the book.
The salnts w1ll be vindicated though‘presently persecuted, whereas

the enemies of Christianity will be destroyed because they oppose it.
Revelation teaches that Satan and evﬂl sometimes have the upper hand,
but Christ will win the battle and reward those who overcome.

Revelation Depicts The Spiritual Realm (21:5). John saw the spirit
wcrld. He saw God, Jesus, and the martyred saints. He saw Satan,
angels, and cthers which man in the physical realm cannot see (see
1:18). He was told to write about all those spiritual things with
physical symbols and words. Is it any wonder that Revelation is
written in the style it is?

Revelation Does Not Conflict With Any Other Bible Teaching (22:18-19).
Without a doubt, Revelation is a highly speculative book, but one
thing must be remembered -- nc one can attach any meaning to any
symbol which is inconsistent with the rest of the Bible.

1. The claim that Jesus is not presently reigning is opposed to
Bible teaching (cf. Ephesians 1:20-23).

2. The claim that these events depict the return of Christ are like-
wise inconsistent with the rest of Scripture (cf. 2 Peter 3:10-12).

CONCLUSION: The message of Revelation is comforting in the midst of trials.
Don't overlook it because of its difficulty. It, more than any other book,
can inspire hope in iroubled times.

But at the same time, don't get so caught up in what everybody is saying

about it and today's events, that you lose sight of what the book is really

about.
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TO WHAT ARE YOU A PRISONER?

INTRO: You are a citizen of "the land of the free and the home of the brave”...
but are you a free man or a captive? We take great pride in our freedom in
these United States, but does that very freedom hold us a prisoner?

Jesus teold His Jewish countrymen "And you shall know the truth and the
truth shall set you free™ (John 8:32). They were insulted, "We are Abraham's
descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone" (John 8:33}. That
sounds like a typical response from an American too. Yet these people were
in bondage, "Most assuredly I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of
sin" (John 8:34).

We too can be ensliaved by any number of things!

I. 70 WHAT ARE YOU A PRISONER?

A. Sin? Are you a prisoner to sin? All men sin, but does sin relgn
in your body (Romans 6:16)? Is your life lived with the world or
apart from it (Romans 12:2)? Is there some vice or sin that you
just cannot give up?

Such organizations as Alcoholics Anonymous and Gamblers Anonymous

exist because of the reality that such sins can put strangleholds
on us. What sin enslaves you? Covetousness? Greed? Hatred? Are
you & prisoner of sin?

B. Worry? It burdens us with a crippling weight and confines us to the
cramped cell of fear. Worry locks the door of hope and throws away
the key. It has been termed "the gravedigger which digs an untimely
grave".

Worry confines us and not does allow us toc freely "walk by falth"
because worry is evidence of "little faith" (Matthew 6:30-31). Are
you a prisoner of worry?

C. Discouragement? "Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward"
(Job 5:7). The feelings of a despondant Job are the sentiments of
many people today foo.

Life's inequities discourage us so we withdraw info our shells,
and thus become prisoners of our own depression. We cut ofT our
ties with others and become captives of cur own feelings!

Discouragement is a ball and chain, therefore, a hindrance to our
race (Hebrews 12:1). Jesus endured the cross because of the " joy"
that was set before Him (Hebrews 12:2). Are you a prisoner of dis-
couragement?

D. Selfishness? A selfish individual 1s a slave to himself!! Selfish-
ness barricades you inside yourself.... giving up yourself opens up
your world and frees you from yourself (which may be the mightiest
captor of all). '

Many think they are their own master, making thelr own rules....
Actually, such people are their own slaves!! (2 Peter 2:19) ,

Selfishness builds thicker prison walls from the inside! The man
who is selfish constructsthisown "solitary confinement™. Are you a
prisoner of selifishness??
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CONCILUSTON:

Pride? Pride chains you to misconceptions about yourself and you
are never free to see the truth. It shackles us to our weaknesses
and sins. Pride keeps us from ever growing or breaking loose from = =
our sins and faults. 4@gpﬁaﬁauﬁﬁaic»Jw:L“*?Jﬁ“**W“*“”
Many people held tenaciously to their pride..... Pride is not
your strength, it is your Impregnable priscn wzil!! "Pride goes be-
fore destruction" (Proverbs 16:18). Are you & prisoner of pride?

We all make our own prisons. None are inescapable though unless

we refuse to leave them.... and leave them we must to be free (John 8:35-36).
Are you & free man or a prisoner (2 Peter 2:19)?° If you are a slave to
anything, then be sure you are a slave of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 7:22).
You can become a servant of God by believing in Jesus, confessing that
faith, and being baptized into Christ and becoming a new man having repented
of your sins, then giving your life over to God to serve Him (Romans 6:4-18).

My friend, which master will you chocose?
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‘JESUS' PLEA FOR RELIGIOUS UNITY

INTRO: The religious world is in a shambles. Division and dissension exist
in every town in our nation, including this one!! People boasting allie-

giance

to Jesus Christ meet at opposite corners of the street because of

discrepencies in practlce and belief.

Many people praise this predicament, and are pleased that we can choose
from so many different churches and faiths. Therefore, everyone can choose
a church which suits him. Is this the way it should be? More importantly,
it this the way Jesus wants it to be?

L. WHAT DOES JESUS WANT?

A.

IT. IS
A.

How Would Jesus React.... if He entered the world today and witnessed
the division amcng those who claim to follow Him? Wouldn't His

heart be torn apart? Before His death, Jesus prayed for the unity

of believers (Jochn 17:20-21).

Jesus Wants United Followers... to the same extent that He and His
Father are one {(John 17:171,21). In what sense are the Father and Son
one? Does the Father teach something opposed to the doctrine of the
Scn? Does the practice of the Son contradict that of the Father
(John 5:30; 12:49-50).

If not, then how can we honestly affirm that such division among
Jesus' followers is acceptable?

THIS WHAT WE HAVE?
Is This Unity Of The Father And Son.... & characteristic of denomi-
nationalism? Not at alll! The word "denomination™ itself signifies
division!!
Each denomination contradicts the other, which is exactly the
reason why each one exists seperate from the others!! Denomination-
glism destroys unity and accord.

Many, Recognizing The Discord.... among various religious groups,

have proposed a "unity-in-diversity" plan to attain union. They

propose a plan to combine those of different religious persuasions

and beliefs into a "melting pot", thus establishing a "united church".
But how can different religious groups, which teach a multitude

of different docirines concerning any Bible subject, be united?

1. Can those who practice infant baptism be united with those who
practice baptism for believing, penitent acuits?

2. Can unity exist when one group sprinkles, another pours, and
another immerses people in water? How can unity survive just
the differences of belilef concerning baptism's purpose?

If we want unity, we must take all the Bible says on that sub-
ject (see Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-7,17; 1 Peter 3:21).
Attempts to unify those of such drastically dlfferent beliefs cannot
be done withaut compromising some fruth (Amos 3:3)1!
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ITI. HOW
A.

CONCLUSION:

Itve

CAN WE ACHIEVE UNITY?
The Religious World.... can unite and it must to please God!! God
is not the source of this confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). He con-
demns division as carnal and worldly (1 Corinthians 3:1-3). He
commands us tc "mark those who cause divisions" (Romans 16:17-18)
and begs us to dispel divisions among us (1 Corinthians 1:10-13).
The Bible fells us there can be oneness (Ephesians 4:4-6)}. The
Bible's plan of oneness spells unity for believers..... man's plan
of dencminaticnalism spells division?!
Which coincides with the prayer of Jesus? (John 17:20-21)

Unity Cannot Be Achieved By Compromising The Truth. But rather,

by casting aside all error. The religious world can unite, but not
until we get rid of every command and tradition of men. Then we
must follow the Divine guidance outlined in the Bible (Matthew
15:8-9).

Are we wiiling to try??!!

got a little tract entiled "Does God Approve Of Religious Bivision?"

that I would like to send you completely free of charge. If you would like
one or more copies of this little tract, with no obligation on your part,
please drop me a postcard or letter to:

Rob

Harbison

Harrodsburg Church of Christ

232
Harzr

I'11
tune in

5. Coliege St.
odsburg, KY 40330

be looking forward to hearing from you and want to encourage you to
again next weeek to "Message of Truth"
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MORALITY AND IMMORALITY

INTRO: Times change. New customs evolve with every generation. Standards of

morality change. Society accepts behavior today that it never would have
condoned years age. We think of ourselves as an "enlightened age". VYet,
society's standards do not determine acceptable behavior..... God's
standards determine that!! {Jeremish 10:23)

Today, society accepts behavior which is disgusting and perverse in
God's sight. It is not a matter of today's morality versus cutdated,
Puritan morals of the past. Morality and immorality never change through-
out the generations.

God cannot tolerate immorality very long {(Romans 1:18). God abandoned
the Gentile world to engage in all manner of perversity and deviant be-
havior because they had rejected Him. Then He delivered the full force of
His wrath against them, annihilating them from the face of the earth,
replacing them with new nations and new people with the same choices.

God is serious about His hatred of sin and immorality.... He will not
tolerate it!!

THE "™NEW MORALITY"

A. The "New Morality". Men today approach us, advocating a "new moral-
ity". But this "new morality" is nothing more than that same "old
immorality" boxed up and presented in a more attractive package.

It is a Pandora's Box, and once opened up spreads misery, heartache,
and pain to all who participate.

1. Homosexuality. An increasing minority demands that we accept
homosexuality as an "alternate lifestyle". People are "coming out
of the closet" and demanding recognition as good, moral, upright
citizens. Yet, God calls such conduct "vile affections™, "that
which is against nature", "that which is unseemly (or shameful)}"
(Romans 1:26-27).

God destroyedthecities of Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and
brimstone from heaven because of their homosexual behavior
(Genesis 19:1-29).

2. Fornication. Foundations of morality are crumbling as fornication
among teenagers or "conseniing adults™ is encouraged and glamor-
ized. "Fornication" today is referred to as "sleeping together™,
"making love", etc., but it is still the same old sin.

Sexual relations are reserved for married couples alone
(Hebrews 13:4). The sexual "revolution" and permissiveness of

the ’80'§qis destroying morality.
Lo 1>] S . .
3. DBrirking. In the minds of many, drinking alcohol and "having a

good time"™ go hand in hand. Alcoholism (referred to in the Bible
as drunkenness) issweeping the countryside. Our young people are
becoming drunks while still in school. _

As drinking becomes more socially acceptable, those who refuse
to drink are viewed as peculiar misfits. But the Bible says we
have wasted enough time with that lifestyle (1 Peter 4:3-6).
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I1. WE MUST TAKE A STAND

A.

We Can No Longer Compromise With Rising Immorality. Society may
accept it, but we must stand opposed to ail that is wrong. We cannot
mouth allegiance to God and live by Satan's rules (Romans 6:16)!!

Many whose lives are filled with these vices and others who support
them, do not necessarily want us to agree with their lifestyles....
they merely want us to accept them as they are and tolerate their
behavior.

But we cannot!! Compromise will desensitize us, making us
tolerant of that which is wrong. If we accept such lifestyles,
eventually, we will participate also.... and if we don't then our
children willll  /gem. 1:32)

Ungodly Behavior Cannot Be Telerated. The wrath of God burns against
those who participate in the "works of the flesh" (Galatians 5:19-21).

Instead, we should bring forth the "fruits of the spirit"
(Galatians 5:22-23).

CONCLUSION: Christians may be different from mest people we know, but Jesus
was different too, wasn't He? (Romans 12:1-2; 1 Peter 4:1-3).

Our loyalties must lie with God!! Where are yours??
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INTRO:
folded in prayer daily, nor does he do the most good for meankind. Neither
does he worship God with the most enthusiasm and devotion.

omaef-ag™

THE MOST RELIGIOUS PERSON EIN THE WORLD

The most religious person in the world doss not sit with his hands

Yet, he has been involved in religion for more years than any of ust!

Who is he° Probably the last person you would ever consider.... The
most religious perscon in the world is Satan"

THE MOST RELIGIOUS PERSON IN THE WORLD

A,

Satan Knows The Bible From Cover To Cover. When tempting God's own
Son, Satan quoted Scripture to Him, and showed that while his head
may be full of Scripture, his heart is void of any (cf. Matthew 4:6;
Psalm 91:11-12).

God's word has not changed him for the better.

Satan knows more than us about the Scriptures. He has abused and
perverted God's word for centuries, using his ministers disguised as
ministers of Christ, to spread and teach his pernicious falsehoods
(2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

Unfortunately for the souls of men, many have given heed to their
perversions (1 Timothy 4:1).

Satan Is Deceptive. His centuries of practice have made him an
adept illusionist. He is crafty and subtle (Revelation 12:9;
1 Timothy 3:7; Ephesians 6:11).

He has the power to blind our hearts to the truth if we are not
cautious without a longing to know the truth (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

Don't think he cannot fool you!! The power of his deception lies
in man's vain attempts to recognize him through our own senses and
wisdom. We are so sure we could spot him a mile away that we are
the perfect stooge to fall for his deception!!

Satan is a "wolf in sheep's clothing" (Matthew 7:15) and no matter
how sharp your perception, he looks XXX¥XX exactly like a sheep!! The
only way he can be exposed is through the light of the gospel
(John 3:20).

If you want tc recognize Satan in his disguise, then familiarize
yourself with the teaching of the Bible.... Until you learn that, you
are a prime target for Satan's deception!!?

Satan Is The Author Of All The Doctrines Of Men. All the doctrines,
commandments, and traditions of men adhered to by religlous people all
over this land are the brainchild of Satan.

Such doctrines are his "destructive heresies" (2 Peter 2:1) and
many have followed them. They are his "seducing spirits and doctrines
of demons" (1 Timothy 4:1) and many have fallen by accepting them.

Satan has converted more souls to Mohammed, Bucddha, Calvin, Wesley,
Knox, Luther, Smith, and other men and women, than we have converted
to Jesus Christ

No matter how old a doctrine or tradition may be, no matter who has
accepted it, no matter how many people have accepted it, if a doctrine
has no basis in Scripture, it has been introduced by man and Satan is
the author of it (Matthew 15:9).
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D. Satan Would Advise Us To Be Tolerant. If a man comes preaching
another doctrine than that taught by Jesus and His apostles, Satan
would tell us that even if we don't believe it ourselves, be tolerant
of those who do!! But an apostle of Jesus Christosaidotherwise
(Galatians 1:6-8).

Friend, it is serious business to teach the truth.... We must
reject every false doctrine!!

CONCLUSION: How can we combat Satan and recognize his teachings? "Test all
things, hold fast what is good" {1 Thessalonians 5:21-22).
Our salvation depends on what we believe and accept. We must diligently
seek for the truth, and in so doing, will raise the veil of Satan's de-
ception, expose him, and thenknow the truth (Jchn 8:32).

If youwould like.a free cassette tape of this or any of the other
lessons presented on this program please write us and let us know or
call 734-7166 and we will be glad to supply you with one or more tapes.
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THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

INTRO: The world is sick and ulcer-ridden because it is not at peace. Global

II.

conflicts and their constant threat rob the world of the peace and
tranquility it meeds to remain healthy. Yet, the greater threat to men in
the world isnot the threat of war without, but the reality of the war
withint!! Man does not need world peace to cure his woes but inner peace.

Stress and pressure are killing us. | We meet ourselves coming and going
and don'thave time to cultivate and nurture peace within. Instead of
finding real peace, we accept the absence of conflict in its place.
Unfortunately, peace is an active force in the inner man whereas the latter
is merely passive. It is inadequate as a substitute. ALl of life involves
a search for peace, yvet men persist in seeking it in the wrong places.

Some look for it in any number of things.

THE SEARCH FOR PEACE

A. Escape. We try To run from our problems and responsibilities. The
fallacy is that we must always return!! Why do men become alcoholics
and drug addicts? Why do men walk out and never return? Escapel!!
Those substances and situations allew one te leave life's problems
behind temporarily. Soberness brings them in confrontation with those
same problems again.... unsolwved.

We also use retreats for our minds. Television, recreation,
entertainment, hobbles, adn such help us escape the pressures for a
time.

Escape is not wrong. Sometimes it is necessary in those harmless
forms to preserve health and sanity. Jesus even recognized a need to
periodically escape (see Mark 6:30-32; Matthew 8:18,24). Employers
give us vacations and Bod even instituted the Sabbath as a day of rest
for the nation of Israel. Escape temporarily eases trouble and
pressure but it is never a solution or a cure!

B. Evasion. Many people refuse o even face their problems. We wish to
put them in the back of our minds, rationalizing thsat if we don't
think about them, then we can live with them or even won't have to face
them somehow.

No one ever solved a problem by avoiding it though.... They tend
to get bigger when vou avoid them. The longer we refuse to face it,
the worse it gets. The problem, like a disesase, can becomeincurable if
allowed to fester untresated for tov long. Evasion may bring a
temporary relief from conflict, but it can never bring peace.

WHAT IS THE CURE?
&. Trust. HNo one can ever experience inner peace until he says to God
"Thy will be done™. Once he has said That, peace like a river, floods
his soul (Isaish 48:18).
When one places complete faith and trust in God, he knows that Geod
will always do what is best for him (2 Timothy 1:12).
Jesus Himself entered the Garden of Gethsemane with a soul so
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encumbered with tension and emotional anguish that He sweated blood.
Thers He acceplted God's will with unflinching trust, and came out at
peace even though He was about the experience the worst pain of His

short life {(read Matthew 26:38-46).

Prayer. Prayer is one of the remedies God has given us for these
problems. Of course, since praver is a spiritual blessing, its benefit
is for thoss who are in Christ {1 Peter 2:12). Prayer, regular prayer,
fervent prayer can change your life {1 Peter &:7; Philippians 4; %ﬁ?)

It can bring you cleser to God, change your attitudes and give ‘gp The
peace which passes all understanding.

Working For God. One of the greatest enemies we have to peace of mind
is self. We are frustrated bescausse we ars selfish, self-centered,
self-pitving, and sglf-absorbed. Ironically, these are the very things
which rob us of peace.

If we will get busy working for God and denying ourselves, Then
our lives will ne meaningful and fulfilled (Luke 9:23; Galatians 2:20).

CONCLUSION: Peace of mind then is not something you get from a bottle of

tranguilizers, or on & psychiatrist®s couch, or in the philosophiss of
men. Jesus, the "Prince of Peace®™ will give us the “peace of God which
passes all understaending™ if we will fully trust in and serve the Lord
{Isaiah 26:3).

That trust irmweolves taking God at His word and accepting His will
for you —~—— believing in the nams of Jesus as thes Son of God {Romans
53:1-2), repenting of your sins {Acts 2:38), and being baptized into
Christ {(Mark 16:15). Mow desperately are you searching for peace?
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JESUS CHRIST THE DISTURBER OF HEN

INTRO: When we think of Jesus, we usually think of Him as a peacemaker and a

comforter To the soul. How often have we turned to Mim in times of greatest
need and despondency and found Him there fo bless us and comfort us and
bring us out of the throes of depression?

That is certainly true of our advecate with the Father. But we have
not fully seen Christ if we fail to see Him as a "disturber of men” as well.
He said that He did not come to bring peace, but that His coming would mean
much conflict in the lives of His followers (Matthew 10:34-36).

The reasons are many that He disturbed men!

CHRISY WAS THE DISTURBER OF MEN

A. He Preached A& Disturbing Message. He disturbed the complacent, and the
self-~satisfied religious leaders among the Jews when He:

1. Rebuked them for their teaching and practice of the traditions and
commandments of men over the laws of God {Matthew 15:1-9).

2. Rebuked them for their prejudiced hearts {(Matthew 13:16). They
were blinded to the truth because they wouldn't opsn up their syes
to see.

3. Rebuked them for their religious inconsistency (Matthew 23:1-4).

4. Pronounced a scathing series of "woes™ on the religious leaders
who were leading the people astray because of their own wickedness
which was disguised as righteousness (Matthew 23:13-36}.

When Jesus preached His disturbing message, openly rebuking and
denouncing their sins in public, these leaders reacted in an ugly and
vioclent mannert!

i. The called Him names and said He was possessed {John 8:48}. They
claimed that His powser to perform miracles was also demonic power
(Matthew 12:22-24}).

2. They took up stones to cast at Him (John B:59) accusing Him of
blasphemy {John 10:33}.

3. They sought to kill Him (John 7:1). And finally succeeded in
having Him crucified (Matthew 26:3-4; 27:1-2,24-26,34-35).

B. He Asked Disturbing Questions. When Jesus preached, He asked the kind
of questions that made men search deep Inte their souls. They Were
gquestions which tore open a man's heart whether He answered them or
not.

1. ™For what is a man profited if he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul? Or what shall a man giwve in exchangs for his soul?T
(Matthew 16:26) '
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2. ™Jho do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?.... But who do you say
that I am?" (Matthew 16:13,185)

3. ™"But why do you call me 'Lord, Lord® and do not do the things which
I say?" (Luke 8:46). '

4. *and why do vou look at the speck in your brother's eve, but do not
consider the plank in your own?" (Matthew 7:3).

. "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her
first® (John 8:7).

You could not walk away from questions and statements like those
without having your heart touched or at least your conscience pricked.

c. He Set Disturbing Standards. Nothing was easy that He demanded of mern,
but ther, that which is easy camot make us better men and women.
Jesus set some standards that were disturbing in His century, but even
more in our age of freedom and sveryone do what he wants.

1. He set a strict standard for the home. He said that there must be
one husband for ong wife and that it was God's will that Chey
remain tegether all thelir lives without ever divorcing (Matthew
19:4~6). He taught that there is only one reason why a married
person can divorce and remarry and that is because of the
unfaithfulness of the other (Matthew 19:9). '

Biod set The husband up as the head and intended for the wife
to be in subjection and manage the household (Ephesians 5:23;
Titus 2:3). Children are to be cbedient to their parents
{Ephesians 6:1-3).

Z. He set & strict standard for discipleship. In order To be a
follower of Christ, Christ and His kingdom must come first before
everything else (Matthew 6:33), even family (Matthew 10:34-37).

To be His follower, we must all love one another no matter
what differences we may have (John 13:34-35) and must correct our
sins against one another rather than having them go untended to
(Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15-17).

CONCLUSION: So obviously Christ is a "disturber of men™ when we are living in

gin. He came to seek and save that which is lost, not justify us in that
lost condition. Before we will ever do anything about our sins, we have to
be disturbed aboult them!! So Jesus deliberately preached a disturbing
message that He might tTurn men from our sins.

One of the sad things is that in the world today, many don't want te
hear any "disturbing™ messages.... we like to hear that positive, uplifting
type of preaching! There is a place for that preaching te encourage us, but
not to tickle our gars (2 Timothy 4:2-4).

Dear listener, accept nothing but truthful preaching.... ne demand
nothing but truthful preaching!! Could Christ preach where you worship?

Article By Donald Townsley
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WHO IS NARROW MINDED?

* announce Gospel Mesting
* Give phone numbers for more info

INTRO: ™vyou are one of the mest narrow-minded people I have ever met™ sald one

who scarcely knows an apostle from an epistle, speaking to a friend who has
strong convictions.

We are so accustomed to the idea of broad-mindedness tThat we cannot
bear to have anyone insist that there is only one right way. Honestly, with
some things there is more than cne right answer, but not with everything.
Some of us have become so liberal and tolerant in our thinking that we Try
to believe anything and everything and if we don't believe it then someone
else has a perfect right to believe it..... And in ths process we end up
beliewving nothingi!

My friend, do you really know what you believe the Bible Ezggﬁﬁig-on
any number of subjects? Or are you open to everyone else’'s interpretations
and beliefs? We think that is a more noble way to be.... but is it?

WHO IS NARROW-MINDED?

A. Jesus? Jesus sald "I am the way, the truth, and the life. MNo one
comas To the Father except through me™ {John 14:6). If this statement
has any meaning at all, it conveys the thought that Jesus is man's only
access to the Father. any attempt to reach God apart from this
mediator igneres God's plan of approach (1 Timothy 2:5-8}.

That leawves cut Judaism, Buddhism, Confucism, and any other number
of Eastern religions or Western cults! Was Jesus narrow-mindad in
presenting this teaching?

B. John? John wrote "He who says I know Him', and does not keep His
commandments, is & liar, and the truth is not in him™ {1 John 2:4).
ficcording te John, all who profess to know the Lord but do not keep His
commandments are liars!! Only the people who are faithful to the
Lord's commands really know Him.

That means that all who sit back and claim to have faith and To be
children of God, but are not obeying His commands are boldfaced
liars.... sincere perhaps, but liars all the same. Now, was John
narrow-minded in making such a statement? Accoerding te ocur Tolerant
friends, he was!

C. Paul? Paul taught "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are
called in one hope of wour calling; one Lord, one Taith, one baptism;
one God and Father of all, who is abowe all, and through all, and in
you all® {(Ephesians 4:4-6). Today, there are many bodies, numerous
faiths, a multitude of different baptisms and purposes, and it is
openly declared that ™one church is as geod as another™.

So which is it? Was the apostle wrong or are we wrong? Was the
apostle narrow-minded for telling us that which was delivered to him
from God? Surely, we must not be more liberal than the apostlel




#47b

Jude? Jude emphatically stated that the faith he held to was "once
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). Some medern religions are based on
the doctrine of progressive revelation.... That God continues to reveal
MHis will to us today through His prophets and if it is different than
what was initially revealed to His apostles and prophets, then they
copied it down wrong or didn't understand it fully and today's
revelation is to clear up all the misconceptions.

Proponents of “latter-day revelations” Tell us that we must be
broad-minded enough that we are willing to accept a new message given
centuries after the Bible was written. Jude says it was "once for all
delivered™. Was he being narrow-minded? Should we really listen to
the multitude of new and different teachings being proclaimed by men?

Peter? Peter wrote that “baptism doth also now save us™ (1 Peler
3:21). He urged sinners to Trepent and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins™ (Acts 2:38).
People tell me that I am bigoted and narrow-minded if I think one must
be baptized in order to be saved. -

Was Peter & bigoted, narrow-minded preacher? He sald it a long
time before I did. &nd the only reason I preach it is because he did!?
Was Peter narrow-minded?

James? James wrote "You see then that a man is justified by works and
not by faith only"™ (James 2:24). Most denominations teach that
salvation and justification come at the point of faith, and a person
can be saved by "falth only™.

Whnen I say that the denominations are wrong on this point and
guote the statement of James, people tell me that I am narrow and
intolerant. So does that mean that James is narrow and intelerant too?
If not, then why is it okay for him to say it but not me?

Matthew? Matthew records that Jesus was born of a virgin in
fulfillment of prophecy (Matthew 1:18-23). Modern theologians tell us
in pious tones that we should be liberal-minded and not argue that
Jesus was actually born of a virgin, but should be open to the idea
that perhaps, since that has never happened before, the prophecy should
be Translated differently.

S0 who is being narrow-minded? The person who believes what the
Bible says or the person who can't accept it because it is too
mirsculous? Was the apostle Matthew narrow-minded? Ewven worse, was he
a liar?

COMCLUSION: If it is to be admitted that such perscons as Peter, James, John,
Faul, Jude, Matthew, and sven Jesus Christ our Lord were narrow, then I am
in good company when X am charged with being narrow-minded for teaching what
they taught. If it is acknowledged that the Bible is narrow, then I gladly
plead guilty to the same narrowness, for I believe the Bible!

Anyone who restricts his way of life by following rules and laws will
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be considered narrow-minded by all who dislike such laws and rules. Anyone
Wwho insists on accuracy and exactness, will be viewed as narrow-minded by
all those who loose and careless.

Anyone who thinks, studies, and forms definite conclusions and
convictions will be labeled narrow-minded hy all who in their indecision and
lack of understanding vacillate from one state of mind to the other. Anyone
who practices moral restraint is considered narrow-minded by those who
desire unrestrained, carnal indulgence in whatever They want.

Anyone who wishes to closely follow a standard will be charged with
narrow-mindedness by others who wish to deviate from that standard. A
conservative is always narrow-minded te a liberal. # Christian is narrow-
minded to the worldiy individual and to the unbeliewver..... Bul so be 1tl!
Because Jesus said the way to heaven is "narrow™ (Matthew 7:13-14).

Intolsrance of people is wrong, but intolerance of teachings which are
false is necessary for us to go to heaven. #As the apostle Paul said "Have 'l
therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?" (Galatians 4:16).

** From article by Irvin Himmel
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WHY I BELIEVE JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD

INTRO: Mark tells us of & rich young ruler who came te Jesus, puzzled over

life's most important guestion. He confronts Jesus with these words “Good
teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" {(Mark 10:17}. It is not
Jesus answer Which interests us as much as His reaction to this man's
statement.

Some have been surprised at Jesus' reply, thinking He somehow has
robbed Himself of dignity. "And Jesus said te him, 'Why do you call me
good? Mo one is good except God alone'™ (Mark 10:18). There is more here
than meets the sye. Mis answer makes it clear for all time that Jesus of
Mazareth must not be confused with a mere man.... not even a good mani!
Undoubtedly, this ruler thought he was paying Jesus a compliment.

Jesus challenges this ruler to look at Him more closely and decide
whether or not He is more than just a “good teacher™.

Many today look on Jlesus as & good man, & moral leader, a first-rate
teacher, a man ahead of Mis times... but Me challenges us Too to look at Him
and determine whether or not we will have faith in Him as the Son of &God.

NOBOBY EVER TALKED LIKE THAT

&. Jesus Was In & Category By Himself. Even those sent to entrap Him
marvelled at the words of wisdom, force, and clarity with which He
spoke (John 7:31-47).

He spoke as if authority resided in Himself to issue the commands
that Me did (Matthew 7:29; 28:18). All the scribes and Rabbis cited
passages from the Scripture. Jesus spoke as 1f His words were
Seripture!!

B. Jesus Made Some Unique Claims. He made some clasims about Himself that
no other man would dare to make, and allowed those claims to be closely
scrutinized. If these claims were accurate then He is the central
figure of all history. If not, He is the greatest liar, fraud, and
charlatan the world has ever seent!

1. Me Claimed To Be The Messiah 0F The 0ld Testament {John 4:24-26;
Mark 14:61-62). Admittedly, many have made that claim, but none
other has died innocently of sin becauss of itl

2. He Claimed To Be The Son 0f fGod. Mot "a™ son of God.... but God's
vary own Sont

a. He aimost lost His life becawse of it {John 1G:30-365).

b. He said that that truth would be the foundation of His church
{(Matthew 1£:13-18).

3. He fsserted His Personal Equality With God (John 5:17-18).
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He Laid Claim To The Most Elusive Trait Of 411 Hankind.... Sinless
perfection (John 8:46). No man ever spoke so boldly and could
prove it!! His clesest associates and one~time enemy had to admit
that they could not find ¢ne taint of sin on Him (cf. 1 Peter
2:19-24; 1 John 3:5; 2 Corinthians S:21). I couldn't say that or
sveryone would interrupt Trying To speak up first!!?

IT. WHAT OTHERS SAID ABOUT HIM

4. What Others Said About Him. We have not had the privilege of seeing
Jesus during His 33 plus vears on this earth. But what did those who
did see Him have To say?

1.

Mis Brothers. How did they react to the fantastic things He said
about Himself? They reacted much like we would if somsone close

to us came up and said the same thing. They did not believe Him

{Jdohn 7:3-5; #atthew 13:54~68). They thought:

a. "What advantages has He had over ug?”
b. *We grevw up with Him, He is just one of the guys™

C. *He is just like an older brother... He thinks He knows it
all™
d. *Come on Jesus... gel seriousi!™

But something happensd.... They became some of His most loyal
disciples, urging others To believe in Him, and dying as a martyr
for His name. James and Jude, likely two of Ths Lord's brothers,
later contributed to the Holy record of the Bible, and they saw
themselves as bond-servants of Jesus (James 1:1; Jude 1:1}.

If Jesus was not truly God s Son, what changed their minds?

His Mother. She never gquestioned the accuracy of His claims. In
fact, she was sure that His power was limitless before He ever
parformed & public miracle (see John 2:1-11). Unlike His
brothers, she never needed te be convinced! She believed in Him
from the startll

She was the only one whe could know beyond any doubt that He
was concelived of the Holy Spirit and born of a virgint She never
doubted Him! To save His life, she could have spoken up and sald
He is deluded... but she could not because she knew He was notl
after His resurrection, she took her place with the rest of the
disciples (Acts 1:14).

Ssul of Tarsus. I have to believe him. Here was a man who
persecuted the ¥followers of Christ, putting them te deatn for
their faith (&cts 22:3-5; B:1i-3; 9:1-2}.

Bul something happered to him. The same sTtory told by one of
Jesus® disciples would be skeptical at best... but Jesus appeared
to His greatest enemy and confronted him with the truth of His
resurrection.
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Saul's life was completely changed after than (Philippians
3:3-11; Galatians 2:20).

CONCLUSION: We have merely scratched the surface {3ohn 21:258). But these are
written that you might believe (John 20:30-31). So do you believe that
Jesus is the Son of God (Romans 108:9; Mark 16:16).
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|
IN THE BEGINNING

INTRO: The Bible is a complete book. It covers the entirety of man's existence
as it takes us back to the very beginning where it starts with God creating
man and then takes us to the end whers it closes in the Book of Revelation
With God's people at home with Him at last. It begins with Paradise Lost
and concludes with Paradise regained.

In order to understand the full stery of the Bible and all those things
that have tranmspired in man's history, we need some understanding of what
happened in the beginning, and then how God's plan of redemption has
unfolded through the centuries. ’

In the first three chapters of Genesis, we see the beginnings of all
those things which affect man today.

I. THE BEGINWING OF CREATION

&. The Creation (Genesis 1:1—2). Beginning with God, an all-powerful and
wise Being, it is reasonable to accept that He could create a world
like ours. The debate rages on between evelution and creation today.
Was it mindless and unknowing chance that is responsible for creation
of this world.... or an all-knowing God working in tandem with the Son,
and the Holy Spirit?

Notice the order and purpose in the creation of each thing that
was made. Fach thing created was necessary for the well-being of those
things created on the next succeeding day. I exhibits a grand design
and the Genesis account is consistent with everything man has found in
his discoveries of the world about him — it may be inconsistent with
some of his theories —— but, not with the facts discovered.

II. THE BEGINNING OF MAN

A. Man {Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7-8). Man was created in the image of God, to
rule and have dominion over Ged's creation. #According to this account,
man was created to rule... he did not coze out of the slime pit and
svolve into a being superior to the rest of the animals and thereby
rule because of he stood on a higher rung of the evolutionary laddert!
He was created different for a specific purpose — o glorify God
{Psalm 8).

Marn is a triune being, made up of three parts. He has a body, a
soul, and a spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23). His spirit is that which is
created in the image of God, and therefore God is the father of our
spirits (Hebrews 12:9).

fAs a moral being, man possesses the power of choice. God told him
what to do and what not to do. Man has, therefore, always bsen faced
with the cheoice between obeyving and disobeying God. But without a
choice, man's love for God could never be tested or proven!
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IIXI. THE BEGINNING OF THE HOME

a.

The Home (Genesis 2:18,21-24). Created in the image of God, man by Mis
very nature is a social creature, needing love and needing to give
love. God provided him with the companionship of one suitable to him.
Thus, we see that the homs is of divine origin.... not man's.
Therefore, man has no right to experiment with it or change it.

In God's plan, there is one man with one woman, joined together as
companions and counterparts. Since God does the joining of two pecple
who agree to live in that relationship, only God can separate them,
with death being the only completely honorable way a marriage is
dissolved.

Iv. THE BEGINNING OF SIN

a.

Introduction O0f Sin (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-6}. There was only one
prohibition placed on man: he could not eat of the fruit of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. This was & positive, not a moral
iaw. There was actually no reason they would want to sat of that
particular tree, unless it was to rebel against @od's word! And that
by a deliberate choice!!

The temptation came from Satan, who is introduced in Genesis 3 as
"the adversary' (of man and God). He presented the woman with a three-
fold temptation. She then saw that is was 1)"good for food™ 2)7a
delight to the eyes™ 3)"desired to make one wise". It is in the same
way that we are tempted today (1 John 2:15-17}.

Their sin was in transgressing God’s law, and rebelling against
Mis will (1 John 3:4). This sin brought with it many hidden
consequences!!?

1. Fear And Shame (Genesis 3:7-8). They hid themselves from God and
tried to make their own covering for their sin. It was a fallure.

2. Cowardice (Genesis 3:11-13). Each blamed the other for his sin.
Mone came forward to humbly and penitently confess their sins.

3. Curse (Genesis 3:15-19). God placed a curse on the serpent.
Snakes would crawl on their bellies and Satan's power would be
crushed. The woman would be ruled by her husband and suffer great
pain in childbirth. The ground was cursed for the sake of the man
who would have to teil hard to eat from it, and would return when
he died to the very ground from which he cultivated food.

4. Separation From God (Genesis 3:22-24). They were driven from the
garden. Sin separated man from his God (cf. Isaiah 58:1-2}.

5. Death. Death came upon themselves and us {(Romans 5:12}.

[£]
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W. THE BEGINNING OF REDEMPTION

A Promised Redemption (Genesis 3:15). #s soon as man sinned, God set in
motion the plan He had throughout eternity (Ephesians 3:10-11; 1 Peter
1:18-21}. The "ssed of woman® would come... one boern of a woman... and
complete God's plan for bringing his fallen children back into a
relationship with Himself {Galatians 4:4-5).

CONCLUSION: In these three chapters in the Bible, we find Ged's story of

"beginnings™.... the beginning of creation, of man and his purpose, of the
home, of sin, and of redemption.

The unfolding of this plan of redemption is the common message of the
rest of the Biblel! In upcoming lessons we will leok at its fulfillment.

Lesson From ™Let's Go Fishing For Men™, Homer Hailey, pp. 149-1EB1
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INTRO:

II. .

THE PROMISE OF REDENPTIbN FULFILLED

The theme of the Bible is human redemption. All of the history that is

covers shows God's providential hand in the affairs of men, as He brings
into the world the Redeemer for mankind. This Redeemer would be His own Son
who came through the woman. It also highlights the conflict between the
seed of woman and the serpent as God prophesied from the beginning of man's

sin.

Bible history falls inte three great dispensations which should be

remembered. ...

i. The Patriarchal (from Adam te Moses) in which God dealt with all
men who would follow Him through the fathers of households.

2. The Mosaic (from Moses te Christ) in which God dealt especially
with the Jews, giving them a law and separating them from the
heathen of the world.

3. The Christian (from Christ to the end of the world). This is the
period we are living in presently.

In this lesson, I would like to quickly trace the fulfillment of the

promise made by God to Adam and Eve in the garden, until its fulfillment in
the Son of God. This should help us better understand the overall scope of
the Bible message.

THE PROMISE: FROM ADAM TO ABRAHAM

A.

From Adam To Abraham. Wickedness followed the fall of Adam and Eve, as
the human family was plunged deeper into sin. The world became so evil
that God was compelled to destroy it with a worldwide Tlood (Genesis
6:5-8).

although centuries passed before the promise was fulfilled, God
never lost sight of it or allowed man to forget it.

THE PROMISE: FROM ABRAHANM THROUGH THE PROPHETS

A.

From Abraham To The Prophets. Because Abraham was such a righteous
man, being referred to even as the "friend of God”, God made a two-fold
promise to him.

1. Physical. Part of the promise had to do with some physical
blessings that would come To Abhraham®s descendants (fenesis 12:1-
2y. He would be the father of a great nation who would inherit
the land in which he sojourned.

2. Spiritual. Part of the promise had to do with some spiritual
blessings thaet would come to all the world through one of his
descendants {(Genesis 12:3).

The unfelding and fulfiliing of these two promises is shown in the
history contained in the rest of the Bible. The first part of the
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promise was fulfilled in mation of Israel and their possession of the
land of Canaan centuriee ago. The second part of the promise is
fulfilled in Christi

The Seed O0Ff David. VYears later, after Israel settled in her land and
became a great nation, God made a related promise to king David (2
Samuel F:11-18).

The coming Messiah would be a king to rule on the throne of God
{and of David) and would come from David’s linsage. David®s seed would
rule over God's kingdom on a permanently established throne.

about 300 years after David, Isaiah, the great prophet of God,
combired the promise made in the Garden of Eden with the promise made
to David {(Isaiah 7:13-14; 9:6~7).

Many centuries had passed since the first promise made by the
Lord, but God had not lost sight of that promise. Gradually, He was
preparing for its fulfillment in Mis own Son who would fulfil all the
promises and meet Satan in mortal combat.

III. THE PROMISE: FULFILLED IN JESUS CHRIST

A.

Fulfilled In Jesus Christ. As the New Testament unfolds, we find all
God's promises coming to a head and coming together to be fulfilled in
His Son Jesus.

1. Jesus Was Born Of & Woman (Galatians 4:4). This fulfilled the
promise made To The woman and the curse placed on the serpent.

2. Jesus Was Born Of & Virgin {Matthew 1:22-23). This fulfilled
Isaiah's prophecy and portrait of the coming Messiszh.

3. Jesus Was 0Ff The House Of David (Luke 1:30-35). This fulfilled
the promise made to David.

4. Jesus Was The Seed Through Whom &1l Mations kould Be Blessed
{Galatians 3:8,16).

5. Jesus Crushed The Power OF Satan 8t The Cross. In HMis conflict
with Satan He bruised Satants head (destroying his power) as Satan
bruised His heel (hawving Him put to death on Calvary).

CONCLUSION: Though many centuries had lapsed, though scoffers had ridiculed the
faith of the believers, and though the believers themselves had struggled
with doubts about God fulfilling Mis promises, fod never forgot them.

My friend, have vou taken advantage of the redemption Jesus purchased

for yvou with His blood? (Acts 2:36-38,41,47).

Lesson From “Let's Go Fishing For Men®™, Homer Hailey, pp. 152-154
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GOD'S TWO COVENANTS

INTRO: God expects us to study His word well enough that we can distinguish ifs

II.

proper divisions (2 Timothy 2:18). Many Bible teachers and students have
failed to make the proper division of God's word, making ne distinction
between the 0ld and New Covenants, and thus adding more confusion to an
already confused religious world.

First of all, we need to understand that God has had Two separale
covenants with His people through the centuries. and second, we need To
understand the purpose and passing of the first and the establishment of the
second, because they cannet both be in operation at the same time!! (see
Hebrews 10:9).

WHAT IS A COVENANT?

A. What Is A Covenant? ™a&n agreement by Two or more parties to do or
refrain from doing some act.™ It bipds the parties who enter it and
excludes everyone else. It is entered inte woluntarily, but once
entered, compels the parties to abide faithfully by it.

THE OLD COVENANT

A. The 0ld Cowenant. This covenant was an agreement between God and the
nation of Israsl. When we read the 0ld Testament books, for the most
part, they deal with God's relationship with His chosen people of
Israel.

1. The covenant was made belween God and Israel when the nation was
broughtt out of Egyptian captivity to Mt. $Sinal (Exodus 19:1-5;
24:3-8). God sareed to something and the people of Israel agreed
to something.

2. The law God gave them was a national law, given only to Israel, to
govern them as a nation (Exodus 20:1~-2; 31:12-17; 34:2V-28;
Deuteronomy S:1-6). It is very clear that the law God gave them,
was given to the children of Israel and no other nation or pecple.
Even the Sabbath and the Ten Commandments were part of the
covenant God made with this nation.

3. Not only was it a law given teo a particular people, but it was
also given for a specified, limited time (Galatians 3:16,19,23—
25).

B. The Passing 0f The 0ld Covenant. About midway between the beginning of
the 0ld and the begimning of the New Cowvenant, God declared He would
make & "new covenant™ {(Jeremiash 31:31-34). It would be *new™,
rdifferent”, "of the spirit®”, under which Tall would know Him"”, and
*ging would bg remembered no more®.

1. Jesus came to fulfill the first covenant (Matthew 5:17-18). At
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His death, He declared it to be asccomplished (John 19:28-30}.

2. When Jesus died, the new covenant went into force {Hebrews 9:15~
17)y. The old covenant has become obsolete. It served ils purposs
in bringing us to Christ.

3. Jesus became mediator of a better covenant (Mebrews 8:6~13). This
ong is a covenant of the heart, in which every person must enter
of his own free will and choice. In it can finally be found the
forgiveness of sins. That was something that the imperfect first
covenant could not do?

4., Mow, an attempt to be justified by following any part of the old
covenant can cause us to "fall from grace™ (Galatians 5:4).

&. Trying te live under both covenants makes us spiritusl
adulterers {Romans 7:1-4).

b. Trying to return to the imperfect first covenant will subject
us to a "ministry of death™ and ™ministry of condemnation™ (2
Corinthians 3:6-17).

ITITX. THE NEW COVENANT — THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

A. The New Cowenant. The MNew Covenant is the Covenant of promise. It is
the *law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus™ (Romans 8:1-2) and the
"averlasting covenant™ dedicated with the blood of Christ (Hebrews
13:20).

1. This covenant now includes all nations (Matthew 28:18-20; HMark
16:15-16}. It is a covenant which is individual in its scope....
Every person who enters it, personally enters into this covenant
with God.

2. It is in the New, not the 0ld, that the sinner today finds his way
to God, the terms of pardon, and the conditiocns of fellowship with
God on earth and eternal life in heaven.

CONCLUSION: The blood of Christ has opensed To us & new and living way (Hebrews
7:18~19; 10:19-23). ear listener, have vou -entered into that covenant with
God?

Lesson From "Let's S0 Fishing For Men™, Homer Halley, pp. 185-157
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THE NEW COVENANT AND THE - GREAT COMMISSION

INTRO: The "good news” of the gospel is that salvation is now available for all
men and women. Through that gospel men are actually saved {Romans 1:16).
It is the "glad tidings"™ that Jesus has been raised from the dead to sit at
the right hand of God. But without someocne to tell of this “good news™ it
remains a mystery te the masses of people (Romans 10:14-18}).

Jesus commissioned men to go out and preach the "good news™ of the
kingdom. It is still being preached today. There were two commissions teo
preach given by Jesus, one during His perscnal ministry, and the other after
His resurrection. Each contains its special theme of "good news™. To the
Jews it was the "good news™ that the kingdom was at hand. To the Gentiles
and Jew after His resurrection, it was good news that Christ had died for
sins, besn raised, and was now ruling over the kingdom.

I. THE FIRST COMMISSION AND ITS GOSPEL

A. The Limited Commission. This limited commission was given to the
disciples before Jesus' death. He sent them to the house of Israel,
with a message that the kingdom was approaching and was near to them
already. Thus, He called on them to repent in preparation for its
appearance.

1. John The Baptist (Matthew 3:1-2). He came preaching that the
kingdom was "at hand". Hes was a forerunner of the Christ, and
paved the way for His coming.

Z. Jesus (Matthew 4:17,23). After John was delivered up MHe began
preaching. His message was also about the approaching nearness of
the kingdom.

3. The Twelve (Matthew 10:5-~7). Later in His ministry, Jesus
selected the twelve whom He sent te the Jews only with the same
message — the approaching nearness of the kingdom.

4, The Seventy (Luke 10:9). After this He selected and sent forth
seventy others with the same message, likewise to Jews only.

figain, the purpose of this commnission was to prepare @God's people, the
Jews under the 0ld Covenant, to receive the Christ whom God was
sending.

IT. THE GREAT COMMISSION AND ITS GOSPEL

A. The Great Commission. The promise to Abraham had included &ll nations
{Genesis 12:3). The first, or limited commission, included only Israel
after the flesh. They would be given The spportunity of entering the
kingdom first (mcts 3:26-26). But for the most part, Israel after the
flesh would reject Him and the Gentiles would be offered the same
salvation {c¢f. Matthew 8:5-12).
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CONCLUSION:

Matthew 28:18-20. after His resurrection, Jesus said all
authority had been given to Him. God has delegated the rule of
His kingdom and the kingdoms of the world to Jesus Christ right
now!! (Ephesians 1:19-23) He has the right to command and
require whatever He wills. Listen what He wanted Mis disciples to
do...

Teach all nations (cf. Hebrews 8:8-12}. Then, they were Lo
be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This
baptism was by their approval and in accordance with their will,
sanctioned by each member of the Godhead.

Then they are to be taught to observe all that Christ has
commanded (John 14:15).

Mark 16:15-16. This is the same commission as in Matthew, spoken
at the same time. They were te go into all the world... why?...
because there is not a soul in the world who does not need to be
savedi! This gospel (™good news™) was that salvation was now
available through Jesus® sacrifice.

Believing that message they were to be baptized in order to
be saved.

Luke 24:44-49. Jesus said that He fulfilled the promise and hope
of the Law and the Prophets. His suffering, death, and
resurrection for our sins is the message of the gospel.

Repentance and remission of sins was to be preached beginning
in Jerusalem, as was prophesied by God (Isaiah 2:2-3). Butl the
apostles could not begin to implement the preaching of this
commission until they were empowered with power from the Holy
Spirit, from on high {(Acts 1:6-8j.

The Commission Was Fulfilled. Only ten days later, on the day of
Pentecost, The Holy Spirit fell on the twelve apostles and they
began preaching the message of belief in Jesus, repentance, and
baptism for the remission of sins.

Jews from all mations were there in Jerusalem where it had
prophesied that it would begin and there it did!

From that point forward, the commission has been carried out
te this present day... The reason that we are coming to you over
the airwaves this morning is to do our part in fulfilling the
great commission.

Dear listener, what about you? You have heard the message of Jesus®
Great Commission proclaimed this morning. Will you submit te It? Some
people say "I want to be saved by faith like the thief on the cross™. If
vou had been a Jew living under the authority of Jesus® limited commission,

you could have been.... but after the day of Pentecost, Jesus Great

Commission appliss to vou and me. WILI1l you accept it and be saved?

Lesson From YLet's Go Fishing For Men™,. Homer Hailey, pp.158-160
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BAPTISH

INTRO: When the Bible talks about salvation, it does not talk about one thing o

the exclusion of severything else. There is not one single thing which l1s
the basis of our salvation, but a combination of many things working
together.

The Bible teaches that man is justified through God's grace "being
justified freely by His grace...”™ {Romans 3:24). It aslso tells us that ocur
faith is an integral part of salvation *Therefore being justified by faith,
We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we
have access by faith into this grace in which we stand...™ {Romans 5:1-2}.

Jesus® blood is one of the key ingredients of our salvation "Much more
then, having now been justified by His blood...™ {Romans 5:9). It is the
blood of Christ that cleanses us from sin {1 John 1:7). Faith, repentance,
confession, and baptism are conditions eof salvation, not saviours!!

Salvation is of God, therefore God alone has the right to stipulate the
terms or conditions on which HMe pardons. Loyalty to God requires that we
believe every declaratieon of the Bible on this matter on the sole ground
that it is the word of 8od.

This morning, let us approach the Bible subject of baptism as if we
never knew nothing about it, and never even heard of it. Then let us draw
our conclusions from what God has sald, not what we have always believed or
been taught.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT BAPTISH

A. What Does The Bible Hawve To Say About Baptism? Please open your Bible
and read along.... Don't bet vour soul That I am telling wou ths
truth about what it means! VYou read aleng and see if it is not simple
enough to understand!

1. Matthew 28:18-28. There is Teaching that precedes this baptism
and teaching that follows. & person must be taught first... then
baptized. Those who baptize infants do just the opposite... they
baptize first and then are Taught.

The three persons of the Godhead are involved in this
baptism, sanctioning and giving their authority to it.

2. Mark 16:15-16. Faith precedes baptism and salvation follows 1t.
all of creation is to be taught and baptism is the pilvetal point
which connects their faith with thelr salvation.

3. Acts 2:38,41. Repentance precedss baptism and the remission of
sins and gift of the Moly Spirit follow. That is not in
contradiction with the passage just read. Faith and repentance
are simply too different, but connecfed steps which come before
baptism and the remission of sins.

4. Romans 6:3-7. MNotice it is a burial in water.... nothing is said
about sprinkling and pouring. Baptism is a model of the death,
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hurial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which we mimic when we
die to sin, are buried in water, and then raised out of the water
to walk in newness of lLife.

5. 1 Corinthians 12:13. We are all joined to one body when we are
baptized. That is the body of Christ {1 Corinthians 12:12-27;
Ephesians 1:22-23). In the body of Christ, we all partake of the
spiritual life supplied by the Holy Spirit.

a. Galatians 2:26-27. Salvation is found enly ™in Christ™ and that
is what baptism puts us Into?!

7. Ephesians 4:5. There is only "one baptism™. #s narrow-minded as
you might think I am, that is a&ll I can say, because that is what
the Bible says! Which of the baptisms being practiced in the
religious world is the "one baptfism™? That is what we are Urying
to find cuti ’

8. Colossians 2:12. It is & burial and resurrection. again,
sprinkling is ruled out because of the very naturs of the action.
When we are baptized it is because our faith is in God, noet in the
water.

9. 1 Peter 3:21. Baptism saves. Could it be any plainer than That?

CONCLUSION: Oear listensr. any questions we have about baptism can be answered

in those passages, along with a few others we did not have tims to consider.
The important gquestion that vou must answer this morning is: "Have you been
baptized as a penitent believer in order te receive the remission of your
sins?"

It is an important guestion because the welfare of your soul is at
stake. ™And now why do you wait, arise and be baptized calling on the name
of the Lord™ {Acts 22:16). I we can assist you, please call on usl!!

If vou would like to have a free casseltte tape of this messags or any
of the athers vou hear on this broadcast, pleass write fo: Harrodsburg
Church of Christ, 232 S. College St.. Marrodsburg, KY 80330..... or call
Dial-A-Bible—Moment at 734-2118 and leave your name and mailing address
along with your request.

Thanks for listening and until next week, may God bless you and prosper
and may vou bg mere Talthful to Him this week than you were lasti!

Lesson from "lLet's Go Fishing For Men™, Homer Hailey., pp.161-183



LESSON #55a 5-27-50

INTRO:

II.

WORSHIP

Someone has said "Worship is the conscious peint of contact between the

creature and the Creator, a recognitien of divine kinship". Worship is the
expression of God's creation, whether man or anything else He has created,
which shows reverence to and doss obeisance te God.

WaYS

Worship is the expression of an adering heart to God.
Worship is the direct acknowledgment to God of His nature, attributes,
and claims, either by an expression from the mouth of praise and

thanksgiving or by deeds done to so acknowledge Him.

Just any kind of expression is not sufficient for God. The Bible talks

shout true worship and false worship... and we must be sure to make the
distinction. '

FALSE WORSHIP

&.

TRUE

Vain Wership (Matthew 15:8-8). Worship is rendered, vain, worthless,
and empty if it does not originate in the heart and if it consists of
the commandments of men rather than what God has commanded.

Will-Worship (Colossians 2:20-23). This self-imposed religion or
worship is not something that God has outlined, but something that we
have decided will make us a better person and more pleasing to Geod...
when actually it has no such ability!

Many of us would rather substitute what we think would be good for
what God said He wanted. Remember, you cannot improve on God's
prescribed worship. '

Worship In Ignorance {Acts 17:23). Worship in ignorance is worship
without understanding of the subject of that worship {God) or Tthe will
of the one who is worshipped. Sadly, there will be many today who will
worship God in ignorance! They know they should go to church, or go
because They are compelled to, yet know nothing about God and His will!
What good is that te a holy, rightsous, and majestic God?

Obviously, an attempt to worship God, by itself is not always
sufficient. #ctually, it is futile if true worship is not offered to
Him?

WORSHIP

Object OFf True Worship {Matthew 4:10). God is the true object of
worship... not angels, not saints, not Mary the mother of Jesus
{Revelation 22:8-9; Acts 10:24-26). 0Our worship should be expressed to
God the Father, and God the Son, because Jesus possesses the same
nature of God {(Matthew 28:9).

i. God Should Be Worshipped Because Of His Mature (Acts 17:22-31).
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2. Failure To Recognize The Mature O0Ff God Turns Men To Idolatry
(Romans 1:20-25).

Character OFf Worship (John 4:23-24). Worship does not consist of the
mere performance and observance of rituals handed down through
tradition.

1. Worship Is To Be "In Spirit®. Since God is a Spirit and man
recreated {reborn) with a new spirit like the nature of God,
only Titting that worship should be perfermed on a higher,
spiritual plane.

Spiritual worship must spring from a spiritual relationship
with God {1 Peter 2:5,8~10).

e b
xR
Ha
o

2. Woership Is To Be ™In Truth™. The worship that was offered under

the 0ld Testament — animal sacrifices, tample worship,
instrumental music, burning of incense, ete. - were all shadows
of that which was to come (Hebrews 8:4-5; 10:1). These were the
shadows.

When Christ came, He brought the substance, the reality... He
brought that which was "truth" as opposed to that which was
"shadow®™ (Colossians 2:17; John 1:17).

-puthority 0f Worship (Matthew 28:18-20). Whatever worship we offer God

must be done according to Jesus’ authority and be sanctioned by Him.
All authority belongs te Christ, therefore all worship and teaching
must be done according to His tesaching.

The various acts of worship under the New Covenant through which
praise and spiritual devotion may be offered to God ares the Lord's
Supper, singing, praver, giving and preaching, reading, and teaching
His word.

Disposition Of Worshipper. There is a certain kind of worshipper God
is looking for to come into His presence and offer acceptable worship.

1. He must have beén cleansed by the blood of Christ that he may
offer a clean and acceptable worship unto God (Hebrews 10:18-22).
Those wWho have been washed with pure water (baptized into Christ)
are cleansed and prepared to enter Mis presence for worship.

2. He must come before God with reverence and awe (Hebrews 12:28-29).

3. He must come with gladness, thanksgiving and rejoicing in his
heart (Hebrews 13:15-16).

CONCLUSIGN: Worship is the best way to show your love and adoration for God.

Why net join us this morning at the Harrodsburg Church of Christ te weorship

our Creator? Q[Ooesn't He deserwse it7
Lesson From "Let's Bo Fishing For Men™, Homer Hailey, pp.173-175



LESSON #5Ca

INTRO:

6—-3-80

THE LORD'S SUPPER

on the night before Jesus was crucified, taking some of the provisions

made for the Passover feast He was celebrating with His disciples, Jesus
took two of The emblems ~— the unleavened bread and fruit of the vine-— and
instituted a special feast to commemorate His death.

The Lord's Supper was designed to be an action to unify believers and
unite them together in celebration of Jesus® death, burial and resurrection.
To our shame, it is & big source of division among religious people.

THE INSTITUTIOR OF THE LORG®S SUPPER

A. The Institution Of The Lord®s Supper. Only four passages of Scripture
tell us about the origin of this memorial feast {Matthew 26:17-29; Mark
14:12-25; Luke 22:7~30; 1 Corinthisns 11:17-34]).

On the night that Judas betrayed Him, Jesus took bread and fruit

of the vine available from their cobservance of the Passover, and with
it established a new memorial to His death (read Matthew 26:17-29).

1.

It's Position. It would be shared with christ "in the kingdom™
(Matthew 26:29; Luke 22:29-30).' When the kingdom bhegan to be
proclaimed from Pentecost forward, the Lord's Supper was a part of
the Christian's worship.

Who Shall Eat 0Ff The Lord®s Supper? Should we have “open
communion®™ or "closed communion™?

The Bible tells us to "examine oursalves™ (1 Corinthians
11:28). fGod never told the rest of us to determine who should and
shouldn't... but does warn men that te partake in an unworthy
manner is to bring judgment on oneself (1 Corinthians 11:27-30).

Since the Lord's Supper is "in the kingdom™ (Luke 22:19) and
only those who are “born again™ are in the kingdom (John 3:5} then
we see Tthat it is intended for Christians alone!! Likewise, Paul
describes the eating and drinking of the Lord*s Supper as a
frommunion™ of the body and blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16~
17). Since only Christians have contacted His bleod Through
baptism (Romans 6:3-7), then only Christians should partake!

B. The Significance GF The lord’s Supper.

1.

Communion (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). It is a sharing with the Lord
and participation with Him in His death. It is not just the way
we commune with Him each week, but stands as a monument to the
daily communion we have with Him!

& Memorial (Luke 22:18). It is z reminder to us of the climax of
Jesus® mission on earth. He came to sarth to dis on the cross,
and as busy and occupied as we are, we tend te forgst even the
most important things like that if not for some reminder. Jesus
gave us & reminder of His sacrificial life and death... Every time
we partake, we remember every phase of Christ's life and work.
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3. A Testimony Of Faith (1 Corinthians 11:26). Eating and drinking
the Lord's Supper is a declaration of our faith. While
proclaiming the fact of His death, we are also proclaiming our
hope of His return *till He comes”.

Meglecting to meet with the Lord's children to eat the Lord's
Supper manifests a lack of faith, and the cause of Christ is
hindered by one who does not "proclaim the Lord’s death till He
comes® {1 Corinthians 11:26}.

c. The Frequency 0f Its Observance. When and how often should we partake
of the Lord's Supper? It would bs nice if there was a passage which
specifically told us those particulars... but there is not! That is
not, however, reason to say that we don't know or thalt we can do what
We wWant.

1. The First Day OF The Week. After Christ's death, the first day of
the week (Sunday) stands out as a day of significant events.

&. Jesus was raised from the dead {Luke 24:1,13,21.46).
b. The establishment of the church on day of Pentecost (fct 2).

. The day that Christians met to worship God {Acts 20:7; 1
Corinthians 16:1-2). They were not to forsake this coming
together (Hebraws 10:25).

2. The Lord's Supper lWas Taken On The Firset Day 0f The Week (fActs
20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34). Their purpose for coming tegether
{(in 1 Corinthians) was to partake of the Lord's Supper, not a
common meal. The day of this coming together to break bread is
specified as "the first day of the week™ (#&cts 20:7}.

a. Should it be taken weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annually,
annually, or at special occasions? They met on the first day
of the week... how often has God given us a Sunday to
celebrate? Every week! Who has given us other intervals of
chservance? Man.

When the Jews “Remembered the Sabbath to keep it holy™
how often did they do that? They knew God meant every
Sabbath, as He means for us to partake every first day of the
week.

CONCLUSION: The Lord?s Supper is a special act of worship that Christians are to
observe weekly. My friend, are you consistently worshipping God in His way?
are you qualified to worship Him properly by beging one of His children?

Won*t you considering beginning today?

Lesson From TLet's Go Fishing For Men™, Homer Hailey, pp. 106~113




LESSON #57a 6—10-90

SINGING

INTRO: There are so many things that divide believers in practice, especially in

the worship that is offered to God. Sometimes we get so used to worshipping
in & certain way that we are shocked to find that someone doesn't agree with
us and offended that they would call inte gquestion g practice we have
engaged in for a long Time.

fnother of the aspects of worship which is outlined for us in the Hew
Testament is the activity of singing. Singing is a wonderful way of
expressing our praise and thanksgiving to fGod (Hebrews 13:15). But the
guestion must arise in most churches... Do we have authority to add
instruments of music to accompany our singing, or to be played in worship to
God apart from singing?

The only way we can know what God wants is for Him to tell us (1
Corinthians 2:9-13). Since that is true, we would expect God to tell us if
He wanted us to sing His praises and if He wanted us to play with
instrumertal accompaniments.

This morning, let us open our Bibles and look at all passages dealing
With music in worship to God found in the New Testament and see what God
wants us to do.

MUSIC IM WORSHIP

a. singing. There is no doubt that singing is required by God in worship
to Mim. Let's look at ewery passage that deals with singing.

1. Matthew 26:30. After instituting the lLord's Supper, Jesus and His
disciples sang a song, before going to the Garden of Gethsemane
where Jesus would be betraved. What strength that must have given
Him to sing a hymn of praise to God! ({cf, Mark 14:26}

2. gocts 16:25. Paul and Silas were singing hymns while in prison.
Who could be happy at a time like that? These ministers of God
were and singing was the way they expressed 1t.

3. Romans 15:9. S$Singing is a way designed to teach others about fiod
and bear witness of Him. When assembled together in a group, wWe
can accomplish this together (cf. 15:6).

4. i Corinthians 14:15. In singing, the emphasis is nol so much on
the music as it is on The heart and motivation of the singing, and
the understanding of what is being sung and taught. O0therwise,
what good is it if no one is edified f{cf. 14:16-17).

5. Ephesians 5:18-20. Singing is a way of speaking to one another,
making meleody in our hearts to God, and giving thanke to God. It
can accomplish all these things. Can a musical instrument do any
of those three things?

&. Colossians 3:16. Singing benefits one ancther and God. We tezach
one another, and we fill our hearts with goodness to God.
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7. Hebrews 2:12. MNaturally, singing is an individual's way of
praising God daily, but it is a congregational activity tool! No
one should he ashamed to sing when the congregation sings...
fictually, we should be ashamed not to sing when others are singing
His praise.

He is not ashamed To be called our brother (cf. 2:11)... why
would we be ashamed To sing of His name to others?

8. Hebrews 13:15. Singing is our offering to God. In it we express
our praise of Him and thanksgiving for what He has done. Singing
is such an appropriate way to accomplish that because the mouth is
the instrument that expresses what is in the heart (cf. Matthew
12:34~3E3).

a. James 5:13. Singing is the way of expressing joy in our hearts,
ot playing or anything else!

B. Instrumental hMusic. The only mention of instruments of music in the
New Testament is found in Revelation, where they are depicted te be in
Heaven, not on earth.

1. Revelation 5:8; 14:2. Many people say that if God depicts
instruments in heaven, and they were played under the 0ld
Testament Law, how could they be wrong?

8. We are not subject to the Law of Moses... It has been done
away with {(Colossians 2:14). Actually, to try to justify any
practice by the Law of Moses puts us in serious danger
{Galatians 5:4).

b. kRealize that the Book of Revelation is a highly figurative
a book in which are found many symbols which are not meant to
be taken literally (Revelation 1:1).

Revelation alsg mentions incense, altars, animal
sacrifices, temple worship, and many other things not
authorized under the New Testament. Let's be careful not to
grasp at straws.

CONCLUSION: God can be praised better in His own prescribed way than any other
way we might devise (Matthew 7:21-23}. God has authorized and commanded us
to sing words of praise, thanksgiving, and admenition. Teo add to God's
prescribed plan for worship is to put our souls in a dangerous position
(2 John 9-11).

My friend, are you faithfully worshipping God in His own prescribed
way?

Lesson From YLet's Go Fishing For Men™, Homer Halley, pp. 113-117




LESSON #58a &6~17-380

GIVING

INTRO: How much have you got? If you were to pool tegether all your available

II.

cash and investments, if vou were to cash in your savings bonds and
insurance policies, then appraise all the rest of your possessions, how much
would yvou say you have? $10,000.... $100,000.... $1,000,000 77

If vou were to liquidate all your asselts right now and add it up, you
would have to say that you own nothing!! That's right! Nothing!! Sese,
everything you have is God's. You are just holding it for Him until someone
alse gets it (Psalm 24:1).

So when it comes to the matter of giving back to God, none of us have
any reasecn to be stingy or selfish with God's possessions.

We are merely stewards of God's wealth. & steward is a trustee. His
work is to faithfully discharge his master's money for the intended use His
master has for 1t {1 Corinthians 4:2).

GODTS OWNERSHIP IS CONMPLETE AND INDISPUTABLE

A. Everything Belongs To Him. Heaven and earth are His and all the
fulness therein (Psalm 89:11). All are His because He created Them
{Genesis 1:1).

The land that He gave to the children of Israel through His
promise was His (lLeviticus 25:23). Every besst is His (Psalm 59:10-
12). Silver and gold belong to Him {Haggai 2:8)... after all, who
created them in the first place? By right of creation all souls are
Mis (Ezekiel 18:4).

B. Consequently All Life Is & Stewardship. God owns our very souls and
everything we possess. Therefore, giving back to Him is the discharge
of an inescapable stewsrdship. ’

It is noet & mere Tdonation™ we make at the door just because we
felt we should. It is a responsibility of our trustesship.

PRINCIPLES OF NEW TESTAMENT GIVING SUMMARIZED

A It Is & Grace (2 Corinthians 8:1-5,7). It was an expression of their
goodness back to God. HNote the character of their giving in this
passage —— it was in their affliction, yet thers was joy and liberality
in the midst of their poverty. They gave beyond their power.

The Bible does not deal in minimums... nor does the New Testament
resuyrrect the Old Testamenk law of the tithe. The New Testament deals
in maximums.

B. It Ie¢ A& Test OFf The Sincerity OFf One's Love (2 Corinthians 8:8-9). If
you really want to test a man's love fTor something, see how much he is
willing to spend for it!! How much is he really giving up? He may be
giving a lot of money dollar-wise, but he does it because it doesn't
hurt him, he has a lot of money te give.

The real test is... what does it really cost him®
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€. It Is To Be Done Regularly (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). When a Christian is
meeting together with other New Testament Christians he is to regularly
give te the lord.

D. It Is To Be Done Individually (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). ™lLet each one of
vou¥... no Christian is excused or exempted. 6od holds us accountable
for what we individually do and we cannot let others do our giving for
us and support the work of the Lord by themselves.

E. It Is To Be Done Systematically {1 Corinthians 16:2). TlLay something
aside, storing up...™ Each Christian is to sco plan his giving as he
does any of the rest of his expenses for the week or menth.
Faithfulness to God is not in seeing what you have left at the end of
the week and then giving God part of that, but putting God inte your
budget just like anything else.

F. 1t Is To Be Done Proporticnately (1 Corinthians 16:2). ™As he may
prosper..." We don't compare our giving with ethers... either those who
give more than we do or those who give less! We are to give to the
Lord as we can afford to.

G. It Is To Be Done Lheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7; 8:12). It is the heart
that matters most te God... He doesn’t need our money, but Ha does need
our heart!?

CONCLUSION: You may have noticed That on our radie program that has been airing

for years now, We have never asked for donations, contributions, or any
moeney from ocur listeners.

This program is an evangelistic work of the Harrodsburg Church of
Christ and God has never given us any autheority to solicit funds for our
work from anvone who is not part of our own membership and fellowship.

If this effort over the radioc upbuilds you and is a blessing To you, we
would encourage you to come and wisit with us in our assemblies or contact
us for further Bible study. That is our goal, and with God's help we wWill
continue to do that. We will never ask for your money, but we will continue
To ask for wour time and Interest in pursuing with us the things of God.

If vou would like & free cassette tape of this or any of the other
lessons. on this broadcast, or if wou would like further information about
personalized Bible studies in your home or through the mail please contact
us as soon as possible at: Harrodsburg Church of Christ 232 $. Ceollege
St. Harrodsburg, KY 40330.
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LESSON #59a 6-24-90

PRAYER

INTRO: There is a universal tendency among men to appeal to a power higher than

IT.

themselves -- whether good or evil. Yet, man recognizes his nesd for
interaction with & being greater than himself. He may be ignorant of who
this being is and what all He can do, but man still seeks a relationship
with this being (or these beings}.

The apostle Paul recognized this tendency in all men while in Athens,
and he stood up on Mars HMill to tell them about the Bod who made them all
{Acte 17:22-31).

Praver is man's athtempt to reach the ears and gain the attention of the
god he worships. Prayer seems like such a small effort but it has
tremendous results (James 5:16).

WHAT IS PRAYER?

A. Prayer Is Man Talking Te God. It is the heart's desire expressed to
God (Romans 10:1). It can be nc more than a cry oul to the Lord while
in need {(Matthew 14:30; Luke 18:1i3}, or it can be a time-consuming
gxercise (Luke 6:12).

B. Prayer Involves Different Things. It invelves supplication (which is
an earnest request for someone or something)... it inwvolwves petition
{which is the appealing to God To grant something)... it imvolves
intercession (which is approaching God on behalf of someone else)...
and it involves thanksgiving (1 Timothy 2:1-2}.

c. Prayer Should Not Be A Memorized Speech. It should be spontaneous,
from the heart. That does not mean that it is wrong to say that same
thing more than once or twice, but it is an outgrowth of our daily
intimacy and fellowship with God, and will deal with those things we
dally encounter and need (Matthew 6:7-13).

WHGSE PRAYER DOES G0OD HEART

A. The Basis OFf Prayer Is & Right Relationship With God. Prayer is
possible because of the relationship a person has with God. & child of
God can address Mim as ™Jur Father...™ {(Matthew 6:9), and God cares Tor
His children who make requests of Him (Matthew 7:7-12).

I would like to encourage everyons to pray all the time... but we
must be painfully aware that God does not hear the prayvers of everyone
who tries to approach Him. There are some conditions that must be met
by the person who prays to God... by each of us.

1. God hears the prayers of the righteous (1 Peter 3:12; James 5:16}.
Naturally, these are not the prayers of those who are sinless (if
oine was sinless he would not have to pray). HNevertheless we must
live righteous liwves to be heard by God.

2. God hears the prayers of the obedient (1 John 3:22).
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3. God hears the pravers of those who "lift up holy hands™... hands
that are not tainted with sin (1 Timeothy 2:8).

IITI. HOW PRAYER PERTAINS TO THE CHRISTIAN

a. Prayer Should Be & Constant Exercise. There is never a time when a
Christian does not need To be praving {Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalenlans
B:17).

B. Prayer Should Be Made About All Things. HNoT just "for® all things!!
Mot just when we want and need something. Prayer is not just a
shopping list that we repealt to God so He can fill it. Prayer is a
living and vibrant conversation with God about the things that affect
us and our fellowman (Philippians 4:6-~7).

C. Prayer Sheould Be Made About Others. Prayers in which we only make
requests for ourselves are painfully selfish. We should pray for:

a. Rulers of this land and others (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
b. Preachers of the gospel {Colossians 4:2-4)
c. A6ll saints in need (Ephesians 6:18-19)

d, Our ensemies (Matthew 5:44-45)

CONCLUSION: Praver dees not always work the way we want it Tto. It is not like

ordering a burger and fries from the drive-in window... we don't just go to
God and say here is what we want then wait for Him to give it To us.

Sometimes prayers seem Lo go unanswered. When that happens a Chiristian
should not become discouraged. The prayer may have been contrary to faith
or to God's Will. It may have begen in violation of God's natural or
spiritual laws, or God may have something better planned for us.

Sometimes He answers TYes"... sometimes he answers "No™... and
sometimes it s just "Wailt™.

My friend, abowve all wou need to make sure your life is consistent with

God®s will so that when you pray, Geod will hear and answer (1 Peler 3:10-
12}.
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LESSON #50a ) 7-1—90

THE SABBATH AND THE  LORD'S DAY

INTRO: Saturday.... No, Sunday.... You're wrong, it's Saturday.... Forget it,

Sunday is the day.... What do you know?.... What do you know?...

That's how is sounds sometimes when discussing the day that God intends
for us to set aside to worship Him. Weekends have been recognized in this
country for & leng time as days to be off work, and were so designated
because Saturday and Sunday are the two special days of worship for those
who serve God in this country.

So how to we separate the day God intends for us to set aside from the
other? Let’'s very simply see what the Bible has to say about the Sabbath
and the First Day of the lisek.

THE BIBLE AND THE SABBATH

. What Is The Sabbath? The sabbath has reference to the seventh day of
the week which the Hebrew people observed in keeping with God's
commands. The Bible tells us at the end of creation that God rested on
the seventh day (Genssis 2:1-3). From then on il was His day!! UWe
don't read of anyone keeping it until centuries later, and for a
particular reason.

1. The cowvenant which included the Sabbath observance was made with
the nation of Israel only (leuteronomy 5:3-4,12-15).

Z2. Israel was commanded to keep the Sabbath To remind them of their
deliverance from bondage in Egypt (Deuteronomy 5:1B). It was a
day of remembrance for a special purpose.

3. The Sabbath was not known from the beginning. It was not giwven,
or made known, until the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinal (Nehemiah
9:13-14; Ezekiel 20:10-12).

4. The Sabbath was therefore, a sign between God and the children of
Israel, not all nations (Exodus 31:12-17). Thus, the Sabbath
ohservance would last as long as the covenant lasted with Israel.

B. The End OFf The Sabbath. Ths 0ld Covenant made with the nation of
Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt and entered into with
God at Mt. Sinai, was a covenant that was destined to be replaced after
the Christ came {(Jeremiah 31:31-34).

The law was nailed To The cross with the death of Christ, along
with the Sabbath day and its observances {Colossians 2:14-17). After
His death, the Sabbath was not even binding on the Jews anymore, much
less those Gentiles of us who were never under that covenant!i!

Christians are expressly said To he delivered from the law
containing the Ten Commandments (Romans 7:4,6-7). Aand the consequence
of trying to be justified by keeping that law is to be seversd from
Christ fallen from grace {Galatians 5:1,4).
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II. THE BIBLE AND THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK

fi. The First Day O0f The Week. Following the death of Christ, the first
day of the week began to Lake on a greater significance and become ths
day focused on by The sarly church. It did not become the "Christian
Sabbath™ because the two days were for different purposes.

1. Jesus Christ arose on the first day of the wesk (Mark 16:1-8}.
He met with His apostles for the first time on that day and many
Sundays following that initial time (John 20:1,18,26).

2. The Ray of Pentecost marked the establishment of the church as all
the 0ld Testament prophecies pointing fo its establishment came to
a head on that day.
Pentecost always occurred on a Sunday (lLeviticus 23:15-186).

3. The first gospel sermon was ﬁreached ont the first day of the week
and following the baptism of the 3000 we find that the church was
in existence (Acts 2:41.47),

4., The church assempled on the first day of the week to offer their
worship to God (8cts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2). They were told
not to forsake the assembling of themselves Together for worship.

In the New Testament we have a new covenant, a new institution
{the church), a new set of ordinances and commandments, a new feast
{the Lord's Supper), and a new day (the first day of the week).

CONCLUSICN: It seems clear, yet in the face of all these New Testament facts,
people still argue today that the Sabbath is the day of worship for
Christians.

The seventh day Sabbath was to Jews only., and is deone away in Christ.
The first day is the Lord's Day, and is .given to Christians. Lst us rejoice
and be glad in it (Psalm 118:22-24).
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Lesson #61ia 7—-3-50

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

INTRO: We might think of the basis of Christianity as being divided into three

different parts. These would be doctrine... worship... and the moral life.
Christianity affects our lives in those three areas. It affects what we
believe, how we approach God, and how we live.

& profession of faith in Jesus Christ, necessitates & certain type of
lifestyle to follow (Ephesians 4:1). Proper doctring and worship mean
nothing if the Christian life does not followt! Everyone who becomes a
Christian must grow in the likensss of Christ and be transformed into the
image of God's Son (Romans 8:29).

THE CHRISTIAWN LIFE

A. Is & Life 0Ff Faith And Trust {2 Corinthians 5:7). He hurdles cut on a
"leap of faith™ when he becomes a Christian. He will not always see
where God is leading Him, but he will always know that God is leading
him!?

His trust being in God, he will not fall away and turn back to the
world from whence he came {Hebrews 10:37-39). When our falth is
tested, it is found to be genuine, and results in the salvation of
our soculs {1 Pefer 1:9).

B. Is & Life 0F Blessing &nd Privilege {1 John 3:1-2). It is an honor to
be a child of God... a place of distinction and privilege!! There are
a multitude of blessings to be enjoyed...

1. The privilege of being an heir with Christ (Romans 8:14~17)

2. The privilege of addressing our needs and prayers o God
{Philippians 4:6~7)

3. The assurance of God's continual care and presence which enables
us to Fface life with a sure, calm confidence (Hebrews 13:5-8)

cC. Is A Life 0f Heliness And Right Conduct (Ephesians 5:1-2}. It is a
life whose examples are no less than God the Father and Jesus The Son.
& high and perfect standard indeed, but a necessary one to follow
nonetheless!! ke must be holy because God is holy (1 Peter 1:18). UWe
must be pure becauss God is pure (1 John 3:3}. We must walk in love
because God is love {1 John 4:7-8).

We honor God when we live like God —— not perfect, but fellowing
His leadl We repreoach God when we do not!!

gur lives are to be pure and holy in flesh and spirit. We
accomplish that by separating oursslves to live like God (2 Corinthians
F:l).

D. Such An Ideal Is Attained By Crucifying The Flesh And Following after
The Spirit. It is such & radical change of life that no one who
undergoes this spiritial rebirth is the same anymore (John 3:3-86; 2
Corinthians 5:17).

1. He puts to death the deeds of the body, the old practices, and
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puts on a new character, with completely new and different
practices {(Colossians 3:5-17) ‘

Z. Christ comes into our hearts, dwelling there by faith (Ephesians
3:14-19).

Emphasis Placed On Change OF Heart. In the Christian life, the
emphasis is always placed on a change sf heart and character.... and
change that affects the very core and caliber of our lives.

Jesus pointed the emphasis to the heart —— the seat of human
conduct. He goss back past the deed to the motive, to the origin of
the act.

1. ¥Kill..... angry™ (Matthew 5:21-26)

Z- "adultery..... lust™ {(Matthew 5:27-30}

3. Wguear falsely..... swWear not at all™ (Matthew 5:33~37)
q, "Eye for an eye..... turn other cheek™ (Matthew 5:38~42}

5. "Love neighbor hate enemy..... love enemy™ (Matthew 5:43-48)

CONCLUSION: Such a disposition is not developsd in a day or a month or a year.
It is a growth, the result of continual watering, fertilizing, pruning, and

developing.

Dear listener, the Christian life is lived by heavenly principles, and

for anothar world. But at the same time it is practical... actually, the
only practical life in this world. Won't you live by itT?
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LESSON #6Z2a ‘ F=15-90

THE DANGER OF APOSTASY

INTRO: after becoming & Christian, it is important to continue living the life

II.

fiod has ouwtlined im the Bible. There are some people who preach its
importance, but deny its necessity. Today someone is sure to preach thatl
and it is very possible you will hear it either on the radio, telewvision or
in the church where you will be attending.

Many people, who say their reliance is on God's grace, will claim today
that once & person is saved and becomes a child of God there is no way he
can be lost... he is secure and cannot fall from God's grace. That doctrine
is utterly false {Galatians 5:4}.

We must all rely on God's grace for our salvation... but His grace is
not extended to those who do not me@¥ certain conditions of right living.
That in ne way lessens the importance of God's grace, even though it does
make our obedience more important than many have thought! e must be
careful of perversions of God's grace (Jude 4).

THE GRACE GF GOD

A. What Is God's Grace? God's arace is Mis favor and goodwill that is
bestowed on us even though we are totally undeserving of it. If we are
to keep God's law perfectly and do sverything He wants us To do, we
still do not deserve it, nor can we earn it.

God's grace wWas bestowed on us when we were without hope and now
is the basis of our hope (Ephesians 2:1-103.

CHILDREN OF GOD CAN STILL SIN AND BE LOST

a. Examples Of "Falling From Grace™. The Bible is full of examples and
illustrations of God's children falling from His grace.

i. The Vine aAnd The Branches (John 15:1-10). There can be no branch
apart from the vine. Likewise, there can be no Christian who can
live apart from Christ. The branches of this vine were in Christ,
but some of them were cast out and destroyed because they did not
bear fruit.

& child of God can be cast out and burned... he can be lostl!

2. The Book OFf Life (Philippians 4:3). Children of Sod have their
names written in the "book of life™ {Luke 10:20; Hebrews 12:23}.
But sven so, those who sin are "blotted out™ of the book (Exodus
32:32-33).
Then, those whose names are not found in the "book of life™,
either becauss they wWere never there, or because they were blotied
out, are cast into the lake of Tire (Rewvelation 20:15).

3. Christ Crucified &fresh (Mebrews 6:4-8). Christ died once for the
sins of all men. When we become Christians, Christ is formed
Wwithin us (Galatians 4:18}. Only the Christian could "crucify Him
again®. Uho else could he be talking about in this passage?
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COMCLUSION:

Sanctified Ones Sin Willfully (Hebrews 10:26-31). These have no
more hops, like they once had, only a fearful knowledge and
expectation of judgment. MNotice carefully that the ones of whom
he writes in this passages are those who have been sanctified by
the blood of Christ!

These backsliders facing judgment are those who were at one
time faithful and facing an eternal reward... but they fell away!!

Those Leaving Their First Love (Revelation 2:4-~7). The church at
Ephesus had left the first love of their lives —— Jesus Christ.
They were on the brink of being removed from God®s presence and
cast away. Can a "child of God fall from grace™? These people
were told by the Lord Himself that they were about tTol!l

Departing From The Faith (1 Timothy 4:1}. More than just a
warning that this was z possibility, they were told that it was a
certainty that some would fall away from the faith. There are
some 1n the church who would make shipwrsck of thelr faith,
overthrowing the faith of others in the process (1 Timothy 1:18-
201 2 Timothy 2:17-18).

My friend, the Bible is very clear. Ewven the saved are in danger of

being lost. We must daily "make our calling and election sure”™ (2 Peter
1:10) at the same time we "take heed lest we fall™ (1 Corinthians 10:12;
Hebrews 12:15).

If we Tind ourselves at one time in Christ and then fall away... then
that is worse than if we had never known the way of the Lord (2 Peter 2:20-

22).
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LESSON #63a 7-22-90

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

INTRO: The return of Christ will be the great day of all days. For the
righteous it will be a day of great joy and rejolcing... for the wicked a
great: day of sorrow and cursing (2 Thessalonians 1:6-10).

In the coming of cur Lord and all that which fellows will be The
consummation of the Christian system and the purpose of God. When Jesus
comes back it will not be To usher in some new age on the world, but to
bring to a close and a fulfillment God's eternal plan for mankind.

There is a great amount of speculation about the second coming. Much
is taken from the 0ld Testament prophets whose prophecies did not extend
past the first coming of Christ and the new kingdom and church age which
began then.... and also from the Book of Revelation which clearly tells us
that the svents it depicts are those which were shortly to come Lo pass
after the time they were writiten 1900 vears aco (Revelation 1:1-3; 22:6,10}.

We will leave the speculation to those who don't have anything better
to do than argue over passages they are taking out of their context and
misinterpreting anyway, and will see in the clear, unequivocal language of
the Bible what it says sbout the return of Christ.

I. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

f. It Is Necessary To Consummate God's Plan For Saving Man (Hebrews
9:27-28; Philippians 3:20-21). He is coming back to issue salvation
and eternzl Life with God.

B. It Is Certain (Acts 1:9-11). Promised to Jesus' disciplss by the word
of angels, it is further guarantsed by Jesus® resurrection from the
dead.

C. The Time Is Completely Unknown To Man (1 Thessalonians $:2). #&ny claim
by any man that he knows what year the Lord is coming in or even what
generation is clearly contrary To what the Bible says about it. We
have no ides. Truly this generation is evil, but what generation that
gver lived was not??

D. The Manner Of His Return Is Specified {Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians
4:16-18). His coming will be visible and audible. HNo one Will miss
it... every eye will see it and every ear will hear it.

II. WHAT WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED AT HIS COMING?

A. The Dead Will Be Raised {John 5:28-28). #all the dead!! 4all will stand
before God, both righteous and evil!! Bodigs will be raised and
changed and the dead will have their bodies and soculs reunited (1
Thaessalonians 4:14-17). Those who are still living will be changed and
will join the dead to be judged {1 Corinthians 15:50-54}).

B. &1l Men Will Be Judged (Revelation 20:11-15; Matthew 25:3i-46}.
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The Saipnts Will Be Glorified (Colossians 3:4; 1 John 3:2). We will
become like Jesus and share in His glory (Philipplans 3:20-21).

The Wicked Will Be Punished (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8). MNotice that this
will occur as the same time as the glorification eof the saints. The
Bible does not speak of & "rapture™ of the rightecus out of the world
for the unrighteous to remain and face a tribulation and 1000 year
reign on earth.

By putting together scme unrelated passages, men have concocted z
theory that has been accepted by most religious people today. This
passage says that both the righteous and unrighteous will face the lLord
*inm that day™.

The Passing 0f The Present Order And Ushering In Of New Heavens &nd A
New Earth {2 Peter 3:4-13). This will not be & revitalized planet
garth. Peter saves the earth will be destroyed.

This will be a spiritual place Jesus has prepared for a spiritual
peecple... one that He says He is in the process of preparing right now
{John 14:1~-3)! He is coming back when He has Tinished preparing it,
not when He is raady o prepare iti!

™ CONCLUSION: My friend, there is & great day coming. In that day we will all be
judged by the lives we have led here on this earth. We will all be there (2
Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10-12).

Oear listener, when vou stand before the judgment bar of God, what

words will you hear [(Matthew 25:34,41)7 Prepare Tto meet your Godit
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