LESSON #cda F-25-90

LS

WHAT DOES ETERNITY HOLD?

* Announce Gospel Meeting at Mt. Zion Church of Christ (Mackville)
* Sunday through Friday July 29-fugust 3
*Bible Study 106:008M, Worship 11:008M, Each evening 7:30PM

INTRO: What is eternity like? Is it beyond our comprehension? Eternity is

like locking out at a horizon which has no end... like the dawning of a new
day in which there is no setting sun... It is & concept that boggles the
finite, limited human mind, ‘

When we think of eternity we think of illustrations... like if an ant
were to walk across & string tied from the sarth to the moon carrying in its
mouth 2 grain of sand, and then were to come back and repeat the process
urmtil the entire sarth was moved Lo the moon, then the FirseT day of eternity
would still not have passed! Boggles the mind doesn®t 1t? The problem with
that illustration Is that we are stUill having te think about it in.terms of
time. God created time to measure life in this world... there widkssde no
such thing as time in eternity.

Understanding just what eternity means to our existence should serve as
fair warning to us that we are on the threshold of entering just such an
existence... and we have two cholces as to where we will spend it (Matthew
7:13-143. Those are the choices. Many would like to think that if we are
wicked we will just be annihilated and that will be the end of us in an
eternal sleep. That is not one of the choices.

Hezaven and hell... that's all there isi! Let me tell you about them...
then it is up to you to decide which one you are going to prepare for!?

HEAVEN

a. Heaven Is More Splendid Than Any Place Man Has Ever Seen. Words cannet
adequately describe is beauty, glory, and splendor. But without having
seen it ourselves, what more than words can even attempt to gxpress it?

i. Heaven Is A Dwelling—Place With God {3John 14:1-3}. There within
God's house, a place where we Will be in His presencs.

2. Heaven Is A& Place O0f Eternal Life (Revelation 21:2). There the
pain of death and separation will never again be felt, and the
tears we shed in this life will be dried up.

3. Heawven Holds A Better And Enduring Substance (Hebrews 10:34;
11:18). It cannot be taken away from us. Whatever treasures this
world offers us, heaven has grester CTreasures which cannot be
destroyed or taken away (Matthew 6:19-20).

4. Heaven Is A Marvelous Place 0Of Beauty And Holiness (Rewelatiaon
21:3-4,22-273%2:1-6}. Ho words can describe heaven's glory any
greater than those of the apestle John who gives uws this view of
the wvision he saw.



B. Hell Is More Terrible Than Any Place You Can Imagine. Do you frighten
easily? If you have seen any horror movies at the theater or 2t home
on wideo or cable, you have likely been terrified by the evil that is
depicted on those shows. Try to think of a place more frightening and
terrible than any of those.

1. Hell Is & Place Of Eternal Torment (Matthew 25:41,48). Picture a
tormant and Torture that never ends!

2. Hell Is A Furnace 0f Fire (Matthew 13:48-50}. The apostle .John,
speaking of the eternal state of the wicked, described hell as a
lake of fire and brimstons {(Revelation 20:11-15; 21:8).

Don®t bother concerning yvoursslf with how fire can burn a
spirit. IT God can change our bodies te dwell in & spiritual
place, then He can change fire to burn spirit beingsit! Let's not
Limit God by our own lLimited comprehensiont

3. Hell Is & Place Of Desolation {Mark 9:43-48). It is & spiritual
dumpling ground, a garbage heap of human souls that are defiled and
spoiled. It is & place whers the worm (maggot) does not die
because of the eternal supply of souls te fead upon. It is an
outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of testh
{(Matthew 25:30; 2 Peler 2:17).

4. Hell Is & Place Where The Greatest Joy Would Be a Complete
Extinetion. But it will never happen. There the greatest
blessing would be a relief from the pain and suffering. But it
will never happen.

CONCLUSION: Dear listener... we don't have to belisve in heaven or hell... but
that will not make them any less real. There is a heaven and there is a
hell and the most important thing we can do in this life is prepare
ourselves Tor our eternal existence in one or the other.

Won*t you prepare to be with God in heaven. We must start by believing
in Jesus, repenting of our sins, and being bhaptized in water to wash them
away (Mark 16:16; Aclts 2:38; 22:16). Then live faithfully the rest of your
life and there is waiting for you a crown of life (Revelation 2:10).



LESSON #65a ' §-5—90

ARE YOU WILLING TO DIE THAT YOU RWIGHT LIVE?

*  snnounce Gospel Meeting With Bob Buchanon
*  Series on Satanism  éAugust 19-24

INTRO: Are you willing to dis that you might live? Thal's righti Are you

willing to die in order to gain life? That dossn’t ssem pessible, bul one
must truly diz, to self and sin, bafore he cen experience the kind of life
that Jesus brings.

Modern day heroes are these willing to hazard their lives and sven dies
for a cause. How noble are those heartsi! Bub which is harder?
Coursgeously dyving once for our God, country, or fTellowmen. or dying every
gay for God... that we might live in order to die agsin? The apostle Paul
said "1 die daily™ (1 Cerinthiasns 1%:31). Such sacrifice is the crux of
discipleshipt!

DYING FOR CHRIST

a. Jesus® Sacrifice. hMNo greater sacrifice was sver made than the one that
Jesus mads years ago at Calvary (John 15:13). Jesus lived all His
vears in anticipation of His eventual death by crucifixion. He died
for us and now we owe Him a debf... we must die for Him.

8. Our Sacrifice. Jesus made no apologiss when He told us The only way o
be His disciple is To die (Matthew 16:24-253).

i. Jesus does not speak of being slain by the sword for His sake.

father. we must dis every hour we live. We must deny ourselves.
We must bear our heavy crosses fTor Him. We must throw away
ourselves, leave our sins behind, and Fill our hearte with Jesus
Christ.

We must become wvessels in which He resides and werks among
men. Then we can hawve 1ife like man can never experience apart
from Christ (Galatians 2:20).

Z. That kind of life begine with faith (John 3:186; 1 John 5:1).
Faith in Christ and His message help us see ourselves as we really
are --— sinners in need of God's gracs.

Repentance comes as we reject the life of sin, feeling
remorse and making a changs (Acts 17:30; 2:38).

Then we submit to baptism... just as Jesus died, was buried,
and then arose to a new life, we leave that "old man™ the "body of
sin™ in the watery grave, and are "raised to walk in newness of
Life™, dead to sin and alive o God (Romans 6:3-11). Jesus spoke
of such & renewal of life as being "born again™ {(John 3:3-8).

3. Our hearts die to sverything thsy once beat for. We become dead
to our desires {(Galatians 5:24). e dis to the world and live for
Christ {(Galatians &:14). Ewvery breath we take is now wrapped up
in Jesus Christ (Philippians L:217).

Everyvthing we once considered important has lost its glitter
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and now the beauty of Christ allures us (Philippians 3:7-8).

4. Jaesus has become the focal point of my life (Romans 14:8). He is
the cornerstone, the wvery foundation of our existence. He is our
example after whom we sheould pattern our lives {1 Peter 2:21}.
Living Tor Jesus must be a total surrender... not giving Him
partial access to the throne of my heart, but stepping down and
setting Jesus on that throns.

CONCLUSYON: Someone has said "It doesn't take much of a man to be a Christian...
it just takes sll of him that there is"™. In gssence, Jesus says “You giwvse
it 8ll To me. You commit your entire being into my care, and I will give
you life like you cannot experience any other way™.

Ha said "I have come tThat they may have 1ife, and that they may have it
more gbundantly® (John 10:10}. Quite a challengs, isn't it? Do you seek
the "abundant life®™? Do you want to bring meaning into your existence?

Then are you willing to die that you might live?



LESSON #bBa ' 8-12-80

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?

*  ganounce Gospel Mesting With Bob Buchanon
*  Zeries On Satanism August 18-24

INTRO: The most important question ever asked by inquisitive men is "What must I

do to be saved? The answer is so wvital to our spiritusl life that no ons
should ever reject or even guestion God's answer.

Salvation is the greatest goal of human Life {Matthew 18:28). Who can
claim that his salvation is deserved? 0F course no one can make such a
claimit God does not have to offer us salvation, but by His grace He does
{Ephesians 2:8). MWhat terrible ingrates we will be to refuse to meet God's
conditions for receiving that salwvationt!

If we were to poll & group of generally religicus people we would
receive various ansuwers to the question "What must I do To be saved?" But
what doss God say aboult this matter in the Biblse? That is all that matiers!
Let us cast aside our opiniens and listen to the answers supplisd by Jesus
Christ, His holy apostles and prophels.

How did they answer the question of concerned men when asked “What must
I de to be sawved?™?

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?

. Rich Young Ruler. & rich voung ruler anxiousiy came to Jesus asking
the soul-searching question "Good Teacher, what shall T do that I may
inherit eternal life?" {Mark 10:17}. One could not find a better moral
man than this ong -~ he had kept God's commandments from his early
vouth. wWhat did Jesus tell him (Mark 10:21)7%

Friend, #He doesn’t ssk anything less of us? We must give up
gverytihing that stands between us and Christ, then we must bear our
own burdens. We must sacrifice cur entire being to Christ, holding
back nothing if we would receive salvationli WLll vou da 1t?? After
gxamining the alternatives {eternasl death and punishment), is thers
really a cholce??

B. Jews DOn Uay OF Pentecost. Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost
cormvicted the Jews of their sin in killing God's Son, and pricked their
heart. They realized their guilt and longed to know how God could
deliver them from their dilemma. They asked Pster and the rest of the
apestles "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (fcls 2:37).

The answer to Their inquiry should concern us also because we too
stand as sinners in God's sight. The inspired apostle told them what
to do (#cts 2:38).

These psople did not try to earn their salvation, but they did
obey God's commands withou any reservations (Acts 2:41). If we are
desiring the wenderful gift of salvation, should we guastion or refuse
such plain commands of God¥

C. Philippian Jailer. Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned in the
city of Philippi. They prayed and sang hymns While suffering in their
cold, damp jail cell. Suddenly, about midnight, an sarthquake rocked
the foundations of the jail, the doors were opened, and the prisoner's
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chains were loossd. The jailer was ready to take his life bescause he
was roused from his sleep and was sure his prisoners had escaped. Paul
admonished him not to kill himself. Then, knowing that Paul and Silas
served a god greater than his, he asked them “Sirs, what must I de to
be saved?” {dcts 1H:30).

Until that day, this Gentile had probably never heard of God, much
less His Son Jesus Christ. He was instructed to believe (fcts 16:31).
Paul and Silas proceeded to Teach unto them this Jesus whe was unknown
to them.

The jailer exhibited repentance by cleansing the stripes from the
beatings inflicted on these Two preacher*s backs. The jailer’s
household was then baptized, just as all the others comverted in ths
Book of Acts. Joy came upon that household after they complied with
God's terms of pardon (Acts 165:33-34}.

Did the jailer debate with Paul and Silas about what he must do?
Salvation was such a tremendous privilege offered to him that he
believed, repented and was baptired without guestioni! Can we expsct
to do any less?

CONCLUSION: God has done the hard part for us... He has formulated a plan for

aur satlvabtion {s=ze Romans 3:23-28). His conditions for pardon have not
changed since the early days of the churceh. If God reguires szach of these
conditions for salvaltion, are any of them opticonal? Many peoples tell us
they are!l

We can gccept God's ansWer to the guestion "What shall I do to be

saved?™ or we can accept man*s. Which Wwill you accept (Matthew 15:8-8)7
What must you do to be saved?



LESSON #69a 9-2-90

ATTITURES TOWARD SIN AND ERROR

INTRO: Sin is the greatest contagicn, The deadliest disease in tThe world. But

you don't hear many people getting in too big an uproar about it! VYou hear
about AIDS everyday, and the chances are that one or o people in Mercer
County may contract the disease. But you don®t hear much aboult sin which is
a cancer that every person suffers and dies from daily.

The time eventuzlly comes when sin and error have become so had they
run free course in the heart of men (2 Timothy 4:3-4). We nesd to check ir,
to stop it before it goes that far. &nd the only way we can actively do
that is by developing a propsr attitude toward sin and error.

S8in is real... and maybe that is where we need to start. Sin is an
integral part of your life! I kriow you are a good person... I Know you have
a nice personality... and personally, I like all the people I have met who
listen te this radio program... but I also know vou have sin in vour lifs
and you are a sinner (1 John 1:8-10; Romans 3:23).

Until we come to grips with and accept that Cruth, it is going to
handicap and destroy our lives... sin is your personal problem! (I am a
preacher of the gospel. I have devoted my life o deing that for 9 vears
rnow. I have learned a lot about the Bible and about life... I understand a
grealt deal abouf fodfs will for man... and I have a chance To be around a
lot of positive influences... But do you know what my biggest personal
problem is? I am a sinnert! I commit shameful and inexcusable acts before
God and think the most wile and wicked Thoughts... God be merciful to me the
ginner?!)

What is your attitude toward sin and error? What should it be?

DEMY THEM

A. Sometimes We Deny Them. We give everyone a right to their own belief
and lifestyle, denying that there is even such a thing as false
teaching or sin, and if there are then they are wvery difficult te find
except maybe in a crazed degensrate or some cultic false teacher.
Denying sin in our own lives or others is absurdi?

1. The Pharisees. Generally, he was guick to sege sin in svervone
else’s life, but was blind to his own sin. He appeared righteous,
and to look at his life there were no apparent ocutward sins (he
didn™t murder, steal other men's wives, or anything like that).
But imuardly the sin was glaringly obvious (Matthsw 23:27-28).

He thought he was above sin and deriied it in his own life,
while freely admitting it in the lives of other pecple {Luke 18:9-
14). And all ths time, he was as gquilty as anyone else.

2. King ahab. He was perhaps the most wicked, idolatrous king of
Israel’s history. The prophet Elijah proclaimed to the king that
there would be a drought on the land which lasted thres vears.
Ahab refused to admit his sin but blamed it all on Elijah (1 Kings
18:17~18).

That's what & lot of us do. Show us sin in our lives and we
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deny it or shift the blame to somecne else. That is a poor
response, DUt a common onel

lWe cannot dery sin in our lives... 1t will only make us a greater
sinnert!! Because Then we add To it the sin of lyingi:

II. IGNORE THEHW

A.

III. LIVE

B.

Pretend They Don't Exist. When we come face to face with sin in
ourselves, each other, or the church, what do we do? ZIgnore them?
Suweep them under the rug? S$Sin is no less dangerous because it is
ignored than when it is blatantly commitied!?

i. Belshazzar. Me was the last king of the Babylenian nation. His
grandfather, Nebuchadrezzar, had been brought low in his pride and
caused to graze the grass like an animal. But he had ignored that
lesson from God about the consequences of sin (Daniel 5:18-23).

2. The Jews. Jesus came into the midst of a people who had long
befere ignored the guilt of their sins and deadensd Their senses ,
having closed their eves and sars To the truth (Matthew 13:13-15).

WITH THEM

We Can Try To Live With Sin. But thet will have one of two effects
{neither of which is good).

1. If we remain righteous, it will torment us night and day, liwving
in the midst of the wickedness of sin {2 Feter 2:7-8). We*ll have
ne peace. We'll be torn, caught in the middle between wickedness
and righteousness, sach pulling us & different wayt

2. Or its influence will corrupt us and make us unrighteous (1
Corinthians 15:33). Lot's sons—-in-law laughsed, his wife looked
back, and his daughters committed incest with him.

You cannot work in dirt without getting dirty. If vou lie
down with dogs, you rise up with fleas.

Iv. OPPOSE THEM

A.

Wie Must Oppose Sin And Error. That takss courage and love... love fTor
the truth and the soculs of men. The sooner we realize that and develon
that attitude, the sooner we can do something pleasing to God?

1. Paul. The apostle was not afraid to stand for truth and oppose
sin and error. He didn't flinch or falter. At the end of his
life he could truthfully say he had "fought the good fight™
(2 Timothy 4:7-8).
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2. Jesus Christ. Jssus alwsys loves the sinner but hated the sin.
Me is also the great champion of truth. Hes showed mercy, but
pulled no punches when pointing out sin.

CONCLUSTON: $5in and error are very real and very prewvalent. You are golng To
come in contact with it every day. What will be vour response? Will wyou
deny it in yourself and others? Will you ignore it and just let it go?
Will vou try to live with sin and error? Or will you oppose 1L and stand on
God*'s side?

The choice is your, but Jesus said "He who is not with me is against

me”.



LESSON #70a 9-5-20

FOOLTSH THINGS

INTRO: Court jesters were foolish people in medieval times who made thelr living

doing foolish things in the king's court teday. Comedians today do the sams
thing... The Three Stooges are classic examples... Laurel and Hardy... and
today we have David Lettermant

This lesson does not concern the foolish things these men, of any of us
do. Butf in this lesson about "foolish things™ we will be Talking about
things God does which people think are foolish. We betlter be sure we know,
by the end of this lesson, that anything God does is a result of His great
wisdom {(Romans 11:33: 1 Corinthians 1:27). A&nything He commands us to do
has a good rszason whether we understand 1t or notil

SOME THINGS THE WORLD CONSIDERS "FOOLISH™

A. Building An Ark. Mow there was a real Ybright idea™. It nad likely
never rained before MNeah's time {Gehesis Z2:6). Hoah preached to the
pecple 120 years that a flood was coming (2 Peter 2:5}.

Then he and his sons began cutiting down trees, buving lumber and
gauipment, and hauling it out into the middle of this big fisld.

What... has Moah gone insane? He sald that God told him o bulld
this ark... Yeah, I'11 bet He Told him, right after Noah finished off
that bottle of winet

For decades, Noah became known as the "town lunatic™. They
laughed at that foocl for a whole wesk after Noah and his family held up
in that huge beat with all those animals. They laughed and mocked
until they felt that first drop of raln fall from the sky... Then who
was shown to be the fools??

B. smiting A Rock. The children of Israel were Traveling from Egypt te
Mt. Sinmal. Thay got thirsty and started complaining about water
{(Exodus 17:1-7).

Moses cried out for Godts assistance and God told him what to do.
He gathersd the people together and intended To bring water forth from
the rock in Rephidim.

ater from & rock, huh? Right Moses! That's the craziest thing
we ever heard ofii™ Until Moses struck the rock and water poured our
of it like a faucet until the last one had drunk and filled his skins
and waterpots.

Striking a rock for water sesms foolish, but the man who has faith
in God knows Lo do God's word regardless of the sense. There was no
power in Moses' rod... the powsr was in faith and obedisnce to God's
commandi §

. Brazen Serpent. #Again the people complained and this time it sparked
God®s hot displeasure against them (Numbers 21:4-9). He sent fiery
serpents among them which bit and killed many of the people.

The people begged Moses to approach God for them with their
confessions of sin and bring a2 remedy.

Moses did approach God with their reguest, then got busy
tfashioning z serpent made of bronze for tham to look upon — What &
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II.

SOME

foolish, crazy solution to this problemi! Some probably didn't look on
it.

It may have appeared foolish, but it worked! That is how God
sgparates tThose who have Taith from those who don’tl

Walls Of Jericho. The nation of Israel, a basically non-military
nation, was entering the land that God had promised. "loshua, whalt's
going to be our battle strategy (Joshua 6:1-737

*Right, cul the clowning, don’'t be ridiculous™. But thal was the
battle strategy! It sounds fooclish. The people on the wall laughsed
until they couldn*t laugh anymorse.

Man'es wisdom would say siege the clty, batter down the doors, or
dig under the walls... God says "March around the city™. Faith in
God's word rather than man’s wisdom brought the walls down {(Hebrews
11:30).

The power came by doing God's will... It may have seemed foolish,
butt it was the only thing that would have worked!it

Naaman's Leprosy. Naaman came to The prophet Elisha to be healed of
his leprosy (2 Kings 5:1-14). Dipping in the Jordan River sesemed
foolish to him. Dipping in any river gseemed foolish to him, but If he
had to dip in a river, he thought something else would do just as well
if not better!

It wae not until he had snough faith to do what he was commanded
to That he was healed.

TFOOLISH™ THINGS WHICH CONCERN US

Cross Of Christ. Many look on the cross with disdain. How could a man
dying like a criminal save us in heaven? What kind of foclish idea is
that {1 Corinthians 1:18j}.

Those living in Jesus® day scoffed at the idea of a2 Savior who
must die at the hands of men — sheer foolishness!! HModern man is oo
*rational™ to accept such foolishness. But these of us who know The
powear of God glory in the cross (1 Corinthians 1:23-24; Galatians
6:14). The cross is not foolishness... it is my hope of salvation.

tod*s Word. Our modern intellectual giants reject the Bible as
irrelevant, musty, and oculdalted. It's stories are old wive’s tales and
legends handed down over The centuries, They believe it is full of
contradictions and only the naive and foolish accept it as truth!

It is truth... It transforms lives (1 Peter 1:22-285). It is not
just & collection of ocutdated laws and Toolish philosophiss of the
ancient past. It is fiod’s power unto salvation (Romans 1:16)1%

Preaching. Some psople think preachers are the most foolish people
around... and thet they are concerned with impressing a foolish
religious message and principle on people. But it is God's way

{1 Corinthians 1:21)%!
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Baptism. Baptism is one of the most foolish of God's commands in the
minds of some. 7How can anyvone be sawved from sin by getting wet?®
They say there is no power in the water to save a man... I have to
agrea!! The power is in The obedience To God's command (Colossians
2:12). 1t ie God's work that saves us when we are baptizedi?

There is as much power in the water to save as there was in the
water that cleansed the leprosy, footsteps that toppled the walls, and
rod to bBeing water from s rockid

The power is found in the faith that led thess men to obey God's
command

CONCLUSION: These things, provided to us in the fulness of God's wisdom are for
our salvation. Mot one of them is Toelish!

But I will tell you what is foolish... Refusing to obey God's

commands... now that is foolish {Matthew 7:21-23)!%! Don't decide that you
are not going te do somsthing because it ssems Te yeu to be foolishit If
God said do it, it is the most important thing you can doili



LESSON #71a 9-16—-90

THE SORROWS OF OLD AGE WITHOUT THE LORD

INTRO: Some of the happlest and most enjovable people you could ever be around

IT.

are

older folks... and some of the most miserable and bitter people that we

could sver encounter ars older folks.

Some are obsessed with the idea that every silver lining has a

dark cloud, while others see it tha other way around.

Aall of us try to achieve certain things in the hope that They will

bring meaning and fulfillment to life. &mong those things, men try of
obtain wealth, a fine family to carry on his name, and long life. Host
think that attaining these things will bring us joy and happlness, but it is
a common thing that they do not (Ecclesiastes 6:1-6).

& MAN'S ATTAIMMENTS

f.

THE

Riches, Wealth, And Honor (6:2). VYet, the rest of the verse shows that
possessions and the ability to enjoy them are rnot necessarily joined
togethert With many, this is the ultimste accomplishment In life...
but if one's soul is not filled with good then a miscarried child is
better than he.

Great Posterity (6:3). His ability to procreate fine sons and
daughters means nothing if the Lord is not first in his life and he has
not seen the goodness which comes from the hand of God (6:3-5).

Long Life (6:8). Longevity is meaningless. Life only has as much
value as it vields in enduring joy. Methuselah lived to be 969 years
old, but what joy did he have? Methuselah died in the flood of Noan's
time, evidently unfaithful to God. MWhereas Jesus lived only 33 years.
His joy is enduring (Hebrews 12:2).

You see, counting time is not nearly as important as making time
count?

These Things Alone Cannot Fill His Soul With Good. Even with all of
them, there is still something missing. This man's life is still
filled with sorrow.

What are some of the sorrows of The man who has passed through
1ife and "his soul is not Filled with good™?

SORROWS OF THE MaN WHO SOUL IS NOT FILLED WITH GOGD

He Has Passed Through A Life, That Upon Reflection, Gives Him No
comfort. The bad memories which cannot be shut out, bring to him their
load of sorrows. He cannot escape his past {Ecclesiastes 12:1}. The
faithful can look back with pleasurs and serenity but what anguish a
person experiences who must lock back at a wasted lifel!

i. a1l the neglected opportunities to help someone down on his luck,
to talk with somecons about the gospel, to show kindhess and
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apprecistion for your mate, to develop a relationship with your
children and instruct tThem in the way of life - these will be
there to haunt you.

This Is just one of the sorrow of old age without the Lord.

2. & life of reckless living, boozing it up and being sexually
promiscucus will bring a person to ili health, regret, guilt, and
shame.

Such reckless living often breaks up families and robs a man
or woman of the joys of family relationships in old age (Prowverbs
17:8). What is really sad is when children nave totally lost
respect for their parente and won't even come around... all
hacause of the lifestyle chosen when we were younger. No wonder
such & person has no honorable burial (6:3). Children and
grandchildren ne longer care about the one who never cared much
abrout themt!

What terrible loneliness That will bel!

He Is Passing Forward To &n Eternity For Which He Is Unprepared. Hs
already received his rewsrd in his life of indulgence. And now Chat 1T
is about over, he has not abiding jov... his joy consisted of the time
he did such things. They hold no joy for him now (Ecclesiastes 12:1}.

Not only has he squandered and wasted his life, but now he is
unprepared for death and the judgment which follows (Hebrews 9:27;
Matthew 25:1-13).

He Has Experienced The vanity 0f The World And Has Meothing To Show For
It. The world rots, rusts, and corrupts behind him (Matthew 6:18-21).
Evervthing he worked so hard for will be burned up {2 Peter 3:10).
Those pleasures of sin, which were but "for a szason®™ (Mebrews 11:25),
are gone! The joy did not endure.

$in may taste sweelt at first... but it leaves a bitter aftertastel

CONCLUSIOM: Has God made provisions to take care of senior citizens? Naturalliy,

we should seek God whsh we are young {(Proverbs B8:17; Ecclesiastes 12:1).
But what if we haven®t? Is thers anything we can do as we resach the

twilight vyears?

It is urgent that older people give immediate attention To the well

worn path you may be treading... You can Teach an old dog new tricksi! Hy

friend, you can starlf now (Matthew 20:1-16)... but you must seek after God

before it is too late because your haart bacomss too hard or you die.

My Ffriend, don't die without the Lordit

From article by bick Blackfoerd, S$earching the Scripturss
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INTRO:
sluggard (Proverbs 26:14-18). HMe is slothful and urnmotivaeted. He is
paralyzed and chained by imaginary obstacles, lack of snergy, love of sase,
fear of failure and ne ssnse of dirsction.

THE SLUGGARD

Irt the book of Proverbs, we areg Introduced to the Tragic figure of the

He has an excuse-oriented perscnality. He shuns invelvement. He sess

only problems, not opportunities. e need to learn from his mistakes
because we don't live long snough to make them all ourselvesti

THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE SLUGSARD

a.

He Will Mot Begin Things (Prowverbs 6:9-11). ihen we ask how long will
he sleep and when will he get up, we are basing too definite. He
doesn*t know.

He deceives himself by temporary delays. He doesn*t want to
commit to anything definite. He wants to wander through life getting
by with the least possible he can do. He is definitely not a self-
starter and makes some of the most ridiculous excuses to justify doing
nething (Proverbs 26:13). He is paralyzed by imaginary obstaclesi

1. What About Us? We say "Someday I711l..."™ or "When I get around to
it...™ But my friend, life is a do-if-vyourself project with the
Bible as your guide (Acts 2:40; Philipplans 2:12).

Refuse to makes excuses which justify failure. Find & way,
not an excuse! It is better te try and fall temporarily until you
can try again than it is to do nothing and succeed (Ephesians
5:14).

He Will Mot Finish Things (Proverbs 12:27). The rares effort of
beginning something is too much for him. Now he doesn't have the
gnergy to finish it: He cannot sven finish a meal without being
exhausted (Proverbs 18:24).

1. What &bout Us? Do we sometimes make a big deal out of little
tasks? Goals which are rashly set and lightly taeken are guickly
abandoned. How many times have we started with a burst of energy
to read the entire Bible in a year, only to get behind schedule
and quit?

Let™s know the joy of finishing. Don't bite off mors than
you can chew. Set reascnable geoals. It s not how we start that
matters, but how we finish that counts (Ecclesiastes 7:8). e
must Tcount the cost™ of being & disciple, then stick it ocut (Luke
G:82).

Let's be finishers... not quittersit

He Will Mot Face Things {Proverbs 26:16). He thinks he is being a
rezlist, .. He knows all the reasons why something won't work. He sees
profrlem and risk, not opportunity. He dreams, but is trapped by his
own rationalization that there are too many cobstacles (Proverbs 15:19;
Ecclesiastes 11:4).
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i. What #bout Us? How easy it is to blame others or various
circumstances fer our failures! We didn't deo God's will bscauss
someone made fun of us, or bscause no one appreciated if, or it
was too difficulti God accepis no excused disobedience (Romans
14:12).

I¥ at first you don’t succesd... That makes you aboul
sverage... so Try, Try again! (Mark 10:27)

D. He Will Mot Be Happy (Proverbs 21:28-268). He craves much, but has
little (Proverbs 13:4). By doing nothing, he brings on his own sorrou.
He is also a source of discomfort teo others. How can he be happy 1f he
is an irritating, nonproductive, unreliable source of grief and
discouragement to othsrs (Proverbs 10:28).
Me is part of the problem, not the solution. How can we be happy
in the Lord's work if we complain thes most but do the least? Slothful,

lazy peopls pour cold water on other people's enthusiasm by their
indifference.

CONGCLUSION: My friend, life is full of endless possibilities and joy. 1T we will
take from God's strength and work to accomplish much for his cause.

Lazy people are not lazy because they are tired... they are tired
because thay are lazy. The changes and spurt of gnergy comss when one
repents of his slothfulness and determines to work for the Lord!

Wiat about you??




LESSON #73a 93090

INTRO:

WHAT IS MARRIAGE?

What kind of concept dogs the word "marriage™ convey to your mind? Is is

"just a piece of paper® or is it more? If that is all it is to you, then
you have no business getting married! Dees it signify permanence,
commitment, love, security, family, sharing, pain, curse, or impriscnment?

I. MARRIAGE WAS INSTITUTER BY GOD

.

fan had not even got settled into the new world on the day of his
creation before God created him a companlon {Genesis 2:7-24}3. It never
was just man’s plan for men and women's coexistence. Although both man
and woman are wonderfully made creatures {cf. Psalm 13%:14} sach is
incomplete without the othert!

The relationship of marriage Was ordained for the honorable joining of
two people together (Mebrews 13:4)}. Cohabitation and sexual
relations outside of marriage is sinful. God calls it
fornication (1 Corinthians 7:1-4). Marriasge is God's time-tested
method for men and women to find happiness.

From the first day of man's existence, marriage has found favor in
God's sight (Matthew 18:4-8).

The relationship beftween a husband and wife is so precious and special
that God used it to compare with the special relationship Christ shares
with His church (Ephesians 5:22-33).

Likewise, just as the church is the fulness of Christ (Ephesians
1:22-28), the wife is the fulness of her husband. They fill and
complete one another. In God's rules of arithmetic, one plus one
equals one!! (see Genesis 2:24}.

Marriage was sstablished to bless man, not to curse and afflict
him. Unhappiness in marriage is not the fault of the God-ordained
relationship. It is the fault of sither or both partnersi!

II. MARRIAGE IS PERMANENT

A

God never gave marriage as a trial-pericd. Marriage is the final
commitment. Years of dating and engagements, are periods which should
he used as trial-periocds. Marriage is the point of no return (Romans
7:1~3: 1 Corinthians 7:39).

Once married, you do neot change your mind!!

Even though men are very free with their annulments of marriage, God is
still strict and stern (Matthew 19:6). Jesus giwves only one
justifiable cause Tor divorce (MatThew 19:9; 5:32)... and even then
diverce is not.mandatory!

God hates divorce (Malachi 2:18)!'% It is not an acceptable
solution to marriage problems. Marriage is for 1life.
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IiT¥. MARRIAGE IS THE FORMATION OF A MEW HOME

A The word "home™ stirs up memeries of growing up with mether and father.
& Thome®™ is a place of happiness, love, and sscurity. "Marriage™ is
the formation of 2 new homs. Mo lenger do you have The same
responsibilities in your parent’s home (although you still have
responsibilities). HNor do vou speak of "my home® anymore, but now “our
heme®™. No ionger will things be mine, but now they are oursit

Two people who marry, break sway from two different homes and form
a third home (Geresis 2:24). You must break away from vour previous
homes or Trouble will surely follow. And parents must at the same time
let go of their children!s

Iv. LOVE THAT IS SHARED

. The love of a man fTor his wife is a beautiful thing. and there is no
force in this world or beyond that is stronger than love. Even when
the glitter is gone, your eyes don't sparkle as much, and your faults
are coming to light, wour love can still last.

after the honeymoon, yvour love is tested. And marriage continues
toe be a sharing of love... is all its degrees.

1. Romantic love (Proverbs 5:15-18%.
2. Unguenchable love (Song of Soleomon 8:6)
3. Learned love (1 Corinthians 13:4-8).

A love like this that is shared between two people will bring
yvears of happiness to yvour life!

CONCLUSION: How seriously should we take marriage? Marriage can be a tremendous
blessing to your life or it can bring you mere pain than anything else in
the world... it depends on what two people do with it?!

There is nothing that can give a 100% assurance that a marriage will
last... but something can give vou a definite edge... if both of you are
Christians!! Give your life To GBeod and yveou will find blessings in vour home
life (Psalm 128:1-4}.
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GOO-5IVEN ROLES IN MARRIAGE

INTRO: In an age when women's lib wants to redefine the roles of men and women

in the homg, we need to understand Hod's plan for men and women in a
marriage relationship.

& foothall team would do wvery poorly if it had 11 men playing
guarterback on the same cffensive set of downs. Each player has a role thatl
he is suited for, whether he is a running back, pass rsceiver, guarterback,
or blocker. Each player must carry out his role and responsibility for the
team te be a success.

So it is with marriage. Each partner has different roles and
responsibilities to make a marrisge & success. MNeither partner is betler
thart the other. They simply have different jobsi!

HUSBAND™S RESPOMSIBILITY TO HIS HIFE

A. Love Here As Christ Does The Church {Ephesians 5:25,28-29). He gave up
everything He had for the church... His home in heaven and the glory of
being with God (Philippians 2:5-8), the simple pleasures of this world
(Matthew 8:20), and sventually His own 1ife (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Husbands hand ¢gver the number one spot in their lives, and give it
to their wives. She becomes his entire purpose in life. $he bescomes
part of him and he does as much to meke her hurt go away as he does
when his own body is hurting. -

B. He Is The Head OFf The Home {Ephesians 5:23). That doss not mean that
he is the master and she is the slave. He has the responsibility of
guiding the family spiritually (Joshua 24:15; Ephesians 6:4). He must
protect them with his wvery own life (Ephesians 5:25). He must provide
for his family's necessities (I Timothy 5:8).

Headship doss not denote rulership as much as 1t does
responsibility. If he is the head of that family, then he has a
greater responsipility to That family than any other member {Luke
12:483.

C. He Must Live With His Wife With Understanding {1 Peter 3:7). Which
partner is usually lsast patien® and understanding? What does it mean
to be & ™weaker vessel”? Is that an insult? Does that say she is
inferior?

Man, remember that women are more delicate and fragile in their
emotional nature and physical stature. Therefore, we need to see that
her spiritusl, emotional, and physical needs ars met. e also must
"{giwve) honor to the wife™. L& don’t put her down and deride her, but
we exalt her and trezat her like our queen. She is someore special
because she is Wwilling To put up with us and all our faultst

D. He fMust Enjoy Life With Her (Ecclesiastes 2:9). farriage is not meant
to make you unhappy. Nor are you Lo pursue your Interssts and she
pursue hers, We are To Tenjoy life with herw.

Make her your best friend. Don*t form desp, intimate
relationships with other woman., Be feithful o your wife.
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IT.

WIFE®S RESPONSIBILITY TO HER HUSEBAND

A.

Submit To Him (Ephesians 5:22-24; 1 Peter 3:1-6). HMany a marriage
conflict has come from a wife who refused to submit to her husband.

But rarely does she refuse to submit because he is loving her as Christ
loved the church (sse Ephesians 5:25).

Shae does not submit as a2 slave, but as a loving partner who trust
his judgment and honors her husband. Even if he i¢ not a Christian,
shie iz to be submissive to him, unless he requires her to forsake God
{zee Acts 5:29). Marrying someone who is not a Christian can maks for
some wvery hard times and temptation To compromiss your convicticns
though so we must be very carsful.

Give Her Life To Him (1 forinthians 7:34). He in turn must give his
life and body over to her.

You don'*t use sex to bribe him on take revenge on him. Whensver
vou always "hawve a headache™ or are "too tired™, you are depriving him
of something wvou gave over to his control when yvou agreed to become his
wife,

Be The Keeper Of His Home (Titus Z:4-5). This is not a lowly position,
but an exalted one. This does not mean Tthat she is his nanny and
housekeeper. She keeps the "home"™ not just the Thouse™. In the home
she has a place of honor from God. She is his queen and is praised as
she creates in the home an astmosphere of love and warmth in which both
he and God will be glorified.

Mo one else can do that for him. He nesds youll

Be His Crowning Jewel {(Proverbs 12:4). You must not bring shame or
reproach upon him and his name by your actions. & wife is the glory of
her husband (1 Corinthians 11:7).

She is the worthy woman that any man would e proud to have as his
wife {Prowverbs 31:10-31).

CONCLUSION: Many responsibilities are placed on both partners in the marriage.
For a marriage to be happy and succeed, both partners must fulfil their
obligations.,

God instituted marriage and God’s regulations for it will work!! I we

will submit €o His will, we will see a marked improvement in our marriages!!
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INTRO:

g-18-1¢
EVERYONE DID WHAT WAS RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES

The freedom to follow "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness™ is

one of the rights we cherish as #mericans. The laws of this country make it
possible for evervone To do what they want to do... Everyone has an opinion
and a right to one... everyone has the freedom To be ruled by his own
conscience... to do what is right in his own eyes. That sounds grsat,
dogsn™t it? Believe it or not, that same thing almost destroyed a nation
hefore ustl

I. THE DARK AGES OF ISRAEL™S HISTORY

A.

Some Of The Darkest Days Of Israel®s History Were The Years Following
Their Conquest OF The Promised Land Of Canaan. The Book of Joshua
closes on a positive note, excitedly anticipeting God's continued
blessings in their land of rest as the Israelites swore "The Lord our
God we will serve, and his voice we will obey™ (Joshua 24:18-28j.

But as the Book of Judges unfolds, Israsel's hope for a peaceful,
united kingdom is guickly doused because the people choss To do their
own will rather than the Will of God. The next few centuries were
filled with war, unrest, wickedness, immorality, and some of the worst
times of Hebrew history.

The Days 0f The Judges Became Known As The "Dark Ages™ 0T Israel’s
History. The book of Judges has been called The "book of failure™.
The nation was on a downward spiral of unbslief.

Each rew generation would rebel and because of their idolatry God
would send the Canaanite nations to olunder Them. Then the people
would turn to God in repentance and he would raise up a judge... &
deliverer... to restore the rest they had lost. Soon afterward the
cycle repeated, vear after year, century after century {see Judges
2:11-193.

II. EVERYONE DID WHAT WAS RIGHT IN HIS OWN EYES

A,

The Explanation For All Thelr Problems. The explanation for all their
problems - moral, spiritual, and religious -- is Tound in thessz simple
wWords "In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was
right in his own eves™ {(Judges 17:6; 21:25).

Such a situation brought to ruin the greatest spiritual nation of
the world.

Then There®s Us!! UWe oroudly parade our slogans like “attend the
church of your choice™... "Find a religion that suits you... "Do your
own thing as long as it is beteen you and God™... "Each of us have the
right to find God in our own way™. Does that sound familiar? Does
that sound anything like ancient Israsl‘s philosophy?

1. Where do vou Find any of those phrases or concepts in the Bible?
The Bible affirms such truths as:
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& . Fan cannot direct his own steps (Jeremiagh 10:23)

b. Man cannot determine the right way himself {Proverbs 14:12)

C. The way To life is Narrow, few will find it (Matthew 7:13-14)
2. Jesus Christ is our example in life, and even He did not de His

own wWwill, but rather the will of His Father {Romans 1%5:3;5 John

6:38Y. If the Son of God Himself could not ™do His own thing”™,
why do we Think we should he able to?

I1XI. DOING 80DS WILL

A.

I Cherish My Rights ¥n This Country... to pursue life and happiness as
I choose, but let®s not think that principle of freedom rates higher
than our duty to Godi

Christ's kingdom is not a democracy, Lt is a monarchy in which He
is absolute ruler -—— not as a dictator, tvrant, or despot — yel He
still possesses "all authority in heaven and on sarth® (Matthew 28:18}.
You and I do not get an opinion when it comes to Christ’s commands. We
must either accept His word or reject it (Matthew 12:30).

We Don®t Get To Choose... what "we Think™ will be good for us and our
famiiies in spiritual matters becauss we would botch up the job!
Everyone slse who has pursued that kind of thing before us has falled!

The ultimate Tate of those who do what is right in thelr own eyes
(as great as it may seam to be) is & horrible one indesd (Matthew 7:21-
23).

CONCLUSION: Dear listener, pernaps we need to rethink our positions on religien
and our rights in regard to if. Don't you and I need To look for what is
right in God's syes instead of our ownil

Ceuldn®t we do that together? That is the goal of the Marrodsburg

Church of Christ which meets here in Harrodsburg. ben't your pursue such a
geal with us?




LESSON #

INTRO:

concernsed with Sod, His laws, and religion.

Fea

10-21-39C

g T

" ORD, ARE THERE FEW WHO ARE SAVED?™

As Jesus traveled the countryside, He taught a lot of people who were

He answered hundreds of

guestions and surprised many people with His brevity and His ability to get
to the heart of the matter with & short, but powerful statement or two.
Ltuke records one such cornversation (Luke 13:22-30) Here was a persan
who was sincerely interested in the fate of other psople. He asked “Lord,
are there few who are saved?" (Luke 13:23), but lesus' answer showed him

that his interest was misplaced.

I. & S

f.

IT. kMY

20Ty,
e

i
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IMPLE QUESTIONM

This Individual Asked A Simple Question For Which The Bible Giwves A

Simple Answer In Ancther Passage.

the judgment or only a few

{Matthew 7:13-14)7

&re many people going to bs saved in

The answer is “only a

few™t! Dffer that answer teo a person’s guestion today and you will
likely be charged with narrow-mindedness!

But just because that is a narrow answer, It does not mean ths ong
who gave it has a narrow mindi! Jesus Himself

ity

was the first to say

i&nggbﬁkbﬁwﬁukawwrwd}

1. The truth is that Christianity is & narrow religion. Jesus is the
only way to salvation and anyons who does not accept Him cannot

come to God (John 14:831!1

(Aets 4:12) 18

ARE ONLY A FEW SAVED?T

Is It Because God Does Not Want To Sawve AllY

Mor is there salvation in any other

Does He just not care

about all Mis creation? Does He get some sort of sadistic satisfaction

in sending people To hell?
2:3-6).

God wants everyone

to be saved (1 Timothy

When God chose Christ as our only Mediater, That naturally

excluded any other way of coming to Him!

But His plan was not designed

go That people could not come To Him, but so they could!! God wants
all to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). QE,%ygiéo{aa£,94ﬂﬂ%;quwjgﬁia,%L%ﬁ@

Because 811 0Ff Us aAre Lost In The First Place!!

often look right over it!

Trom Him now (Romans 3:23;

Thet is so obvious we

We get te thinking that everyons we know has
some good in them and they deserve some kind of reward (or at least
don't deserve to suffer punishment).
Then we look on God as the culprit when all have sinned and are
lost because of it. The truth is that all men dessrve to be eternally
separated from God, becausse without Christ, all of us are separated

6:23).

We may be very good people, but the reason few are saved is

because all are lost to begin withi! aAnd until those of us living in

WHarrodsburg, Mercer, Washington. fnderson, Boyle counties, the rest of
Kentucky and the rest of the world obtain salvation from our sins by
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the bleod of Christ, the majority of us will remain losti
The answer to this person®s guesiion is neolt pleasant, but it is
sobering!?!

IET. MISOTRECTED INTEREST

A.

Jesus Showed This Man's Interest Was Misdirected. Jesus could have
answersed this person's question with a "yes™ or *no™, but He did not!
Instead, He showed this person that His interest was misplaced (Luke
13:23-24).

In sssence Jesus says "Don’t worry about it if there are few who
arg saved, who they ars, how many, 2Lc. You worry aboult ™Are you
saved?'™ Lhat happens to evervons slse doesn't matter becauss none of
us control that! The Important guestion is whether or not you will be

saved!! (L, Jbhn 248~ 120

Maybe Your Interest Is Misdirected. #Maybe you wonder "What about all
those people in &Frica who never heard God's word? What about our
kind, considerate, lowving neighbors? What about the honest and sincere
people in all the different dernominaticns? What about The hypocrites
in the church?

Let God take care of all of them!! The important guestion vou
need to ask is "What about me?™ My friend, are vou saved? Are you
ready to meet the Lord whether anyone else in The world iIs or not?

1. If you don*t prepare now, it will be too late when He returns
{Luke 1%:25-28}).

CONCILUSTON: My Triend, vou need to be saved more than yvou need anything else in
the world!?! Here is what the Bible says you must do. You must believe in
the Lord Jesus with all your heart (John 3:16). Repent of all your sins
{#fcts 2:38). Confess Him as Lord of yvour life (Romans 10:9-10) and contact
His blood in baptism (Mark 16:16; Romans 6:3~7).

Then live every day as if the Lord was coming because one day that

will be truell! You caen be one of the few who are savedt! Will you?
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JESUS CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH

INTRO: How important is the Lord’s church? Is it an unnecessary frill or the

complement of a marvelous Savior? Many people desire a close, personal
relationship with Jesus, yet scorn the church which He purchased with His
owrt blood {(Acts 20:28).

Christ's church is the fulfillment of & well conceived and meticulously
executed plan designed by the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit (Ephesians
3:9-11). The church is an gxpression of God's wisdom... her wvery existence
iz a manifestation of God's brilliance!! The church brings glory to God...
not those who scern and oppose her!! {Ephesians 3:21).

The Bible emphasizes the inseparable relationship between Christ and
His church.

CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH

A. christ Is The Head and The Church Is His Body .[{Colossians 1:18). Some
people want te decapitate the Lord, separating Him from His body. The
body of Christ consists of &ll His disciples... all the members of the
church {(Romans 12:5).

Each Christian, although posssssing different abilities, is part
of the Lord's body {1 Corinthians 12:12-27). Without & hsad, the
Lord's church is dead... and if Christ has no body., what can He be head
over? Jesus Christ cannot be a Thead” without having a "body™!!

B. Christ Is The Shepherd And The Church Is His Flock (John 10:11). Can
one be a shepherd if he has no sheep? For Jesus to be the “Good
Shepherd”™, He must have a flock. Who comprises that flock (Acts
20:28)7

Whether important to men or not, The church of Jesus Christ is
important to Him. He died for it as a loving shepherd would die for
his sheep. Without the church, Jesus cannot be the “Good shepherd™!

C. Christ Is The Husband And The Church Is His Bride (Ephesians 5:23-
25,32). The same bond existing between husband and wife unites Jesus
and His church.

John the Baptist said that he himsslf did not have the bride, but
that Jesus was thg bridegroom and as such deserved the honer and
praise (John 3:25-29). If John referred to Jesus as The bridegroom,
then Jesus necessarily has to have a bride! That bride is the church
which belongs to Christ (Ephesians 5:23-25).

Gne cannot be a husband without a wife! The church is the most
important thing inm Jesus® life. Who can say the church is unimportant?

0. Christ Is The Foundation And The Church Is His Temple (1 Corinthians
3:11,16). How many builders do you know who will dig and lay a
foundation, then build nothing on 1t? Such an incomplete structure
attests to the foolishness of the builder {(c¢f. Luke 14:28-30).

Did Jesus count the cost before laying the foundation or did He
leave Himself open to ridicule because of His ineptitude? There is no
areater foundation than Jesus Christ. The church of Christ is built
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uport Him. It is the temple in which God dwells among men (see
Ephesians 2:19-22}).

E. Christ Is The Fulness Of God &nd The Church Is The Fulness Of Christ
{Colossians 2:9-10). One cannot be in Christ without being part of His
church or vice versa (Ephesians 1:22-23}.

If each is the fulness of the other, then there is not room for
mets to be in ene without being in the other. Let me illustrate for
wol: If you take a cup and fill it completely to the brim with water,
then the water becomes the fulmess of the cup. It fills all in ell.

If you want To put z pebble in the cup without putting it in the water
you cannot! If you want Lo put a pebble in the water without putling
it in the cup ycu cannot either!

Putting the pebble in one automatically pute it in the other
because the water is the fulness of the cup. Likswise one cannot be in
Christ without being in the church?

CONCLUSION: Jesus Christ and His church are inseparable. S$Salvation is not given

by the church... salvation come through Christ {Acts 4:12). VYet, the sum
total of all who have been saved constitute the Lord's church (8cts 2:47).

Will wou scorn the Lord’s church or become part of it? Jesus loves His
church and gave His life for her. How much do you love her? Take the Time
today to visit with us at the Harrodsburg church of Christ and we will be
glad to talk with yvou more about the church Jesus disd for?

If you would like a free cassette tape of This lesson sent to you,
please drop us a note at the Harrodsburg Church of Christ, 232 S. College
St., Harrodsburg, KY 40330.




LESSON #81la 11-28~80

Lesiamt & 3y &y -9

WHAT GOD HATH JOINED TOGETHER

INTRO: "Known to God from eternity are all His works™ (Acts 15:18). Nene of us

must dare question the workings of @od in the life and salvation of man!

God knows what He is doing {Romans 11:34)1! God has carefully thought out
and formulated Mis plan for mankind in this world, including the things that
Me knows are best for us!

Since that is the case, the Bible strongly states that "lWhat God has
joined togsther, let not man separate™ (Matthew 19:6). VYou recognize That
from Jesus® statements about marriage in Matthew 13.

fs we study the Bible though, we find that there are other things that
God has joined together for the happiness and salvaticn of man. The man wnho
would try to separate them or cut them asunder is guilty of sin in
withstanding Sed. My frisnd, we dare not become guilty of separating the
things that God has joined togetherti!

WHAT GOD HATH J0INED TOGETHER

a. Husband &nd Wife (Matthew 19:4-6). God has jolned a husband and wife
together in the closest human relationship that is possible. It is so
intimate that they are described as becoming "one flesh™. They become
one is spirit; in goals, in work, and in love.

The tuwo marriage pertners are to love one anothar more than
themselves or anything else in the world (Ephesians 5:25; Titus 2:4}.
God always intended for marriage to be permanent... He hates divorce
{Malachi 2:16). The only honorable way of dissolving a marriage is for
one marriage partrner tc die {(Romans 7:2-3).

Whern God joins men and women together He expects Them o remaln
united for the rest of their lives. "What God hath jolned together...™

B. Faith &nd Works (James 2:17). Many people base thsir hope of salwvation
in a man-made doctrine... the doctrine that we are “saved by faith
only™. But the Bible says the very oppoesite (James 2:24). Some people
say that if woerks ars a part of salvation, then you are earning wour
salvation. HNow Think about that for a minute...

Did Moah sarn his salvation when he bullt the ark by falth in
God's word (Hebrews 11:7)7 Did the children of Israel earn the wiclory
in their battle against Jericho when they marched around the walls of
the city for seven days (Hebrews 11:30). Mo ene would say they did...
but likewise, no one would say that they weuld have receive these
blessings if they had not done some work to receive themii

Why then, would anyone argus that faith and works are in
opposition to one enother? “What Sod hath joined together...”

C. Baptism And Salwvation {Wark 16:16). There are a lot of people who
would like to separate baptism from salvation, teaching that baptism is
not a necessary step to receive salwvation. But Jesus joined them
tegether in His insltructicns about salvation to His apostles.

Mone of the early apostles and preachers tried to separate baptism
from salvation... as & matter of fact, when they were asked what was
necessary for God to save someone, they included baptism in their
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answers (fcls 2:37-38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21}.

ALy then, would anyone argue that baptism is not an integral part
in & persents salvation, and a condition necessary to receive 1T,
"What God hath joined together...”

Salvation aAnd The Church {Acts 2:47). HMany people want to be in a
right relationship with God, have the forgivensss of their sins, but
stay away from the church. They think it is an unnecessary evil. The
denominational world is that... buf the church that Jesus purchased
with His owrt blood is important to Jesus, and therefore should be to us
too (Acts 20:28).

The church does not stand bebween us and salwvation... so we must
understand that we do not reach God by coming to Him through the
church, we reach Him by coming through Christ... but we need to
undsrstand the church that Jesus died for is made up of sll those whe
have been saved from thsir sins, and only those. The church is the
body of the saved... you cannot be saved without being & part of the
Lord’s churchi! "What God hath joined together...”

Christ and The Church (Ephesians 1:22-23)}. Many people want to
separate Christ from the church and put the church under the rule of
men to decide ite doctrines and practices. Jesus already did that. at
the first mention of the church in the New Testament, Jesus declares

it is Mis and He will be the ong who does the building {(Matthew 16:18).

The apostle Pasul uses the figure of a body and its head iIn
describing Christ and the church. This illustrates the vital
connection that sach of us have with our head and the contrel He has
over us in that position {1 Corinthians 12:12-27).

Meither Jesus nor the church can be separated from the other
without destroying the body and the head. My friend, Christ and the
church will continue to be joined together as long as man lives on tThis
garth. TWhat God hath joined together...™

Death And The Judgment {Hebrews 9:27). all men must accept the fact
thet we will die... but not all want to accept the fact of the judgment
Which follows. My friend, we can deny it, refuse to believe in it, and
even concoct some kind of theological answer te 1L, but after death for
all of us will come the judgment.

e will be judged for our works and nesithesr you nor I can escape
it (2 Corinthians 5:10). Therefore, since Christ is coming back to
judge us we are warned o repent (Actes 17:30-31). My friend, both of
us will face judgment after death. *What Ged hath joined together...”

COMCLUSTON: Now let me ask you... are you one who would be presumptucus enough
to separate any of these things thalt God hath joined together? Then why not
accept them and make them part of your spiritual life?

** Sermon By Wendell Watts, Chart The Gospel, Veol. 3, lLesson 14
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SIN ahND ITS WAYS

INTRG: AIDS has us scared to death. People won't take blood transfusions, they

won't use public restrooms, and won't wvisit the hospitals for fear that they
might contract & disease that affects far less than one percent of our
population. '

But there is a greater, mors deadly disease cul in the world that many
dontt seem to be aware of, and others don't care anything about. The bad
thing about this particular silment is thei It has s 100% mortaslity rate.
The disesase ls sin and sin kills us all (Romans €:23).

There are many other problems and curses that man sxperiences, and
sadly most of them are related to sintt Many men and women ars ignorant of
the fact that they are lost in sin! Ths Bible addresses the problem... it
talks a lot aboul sim and what constitutes sin. Look for these things in
your life my friend, and then we will see what God says we can do about it

SOME DEFINITIONS OF SIN

a. Transgression {2 John 2). A& transgression means going beyond, or
overstepping God's divine boundary betwsen good and evil. He also
warns us against going bevond Bod's word and the things that are
written in it.

B. Iniguity (Matthew 7:21-23). HNobtice that these are religious people who
thought all along they were doing God's will and doing MHim ssrvics.
But they were working lawlessness... That is without God's law and
approval. Boing all these seemingly good things outside of God's
authority and commands is nothing but iniquity... sini!

c. Sin (Romans 3:23). The idea here of sin is "missing the mark™...
coming short of the target. Liks an arrow that is shot toward a
target, but misses its mark. God has set the standard, but all of us
Ffall short of it. when we do, we have sinned.

B. Error {James 5:13-20}. To walk in error is to depart from the way that
is right, wandering away from God. Sometimes it is done in ignorance,
scmetimes simply because we are mistaken in our beliefs about God's
word. But the conseguence is the same... wa are guilty of sin.

E. Trespass (Ephesians 2:1). This has To do with the intrusicn of self-
will which conflicts with God's commands and we decide we are going To
go where we are nol supposed to be. & THo Trespassing™ sign means to
"keep off bescause this belongs to anothsr and wou are not to be hsrs¥,
The same principle applies to religious doctrine. God is the author of
the Bible and man dare nol intrude and make laws of his own.

F. Unbelief (Hebrews 3:12). Not only is this the refusal to balieve in
Bod and His Son, but is also an obstinate rebeliion against God's will
and refusing to accept the truth. That was the problem of the
Israelites this Hebrew writer is referring to.
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So you see that sin is not always about murder, adultery, stealing, and
such things. But anything that is deone contrary to or is not done in
accordance with God’s will is sini!

IT. CAUSES FOR MAN®S SINS

a. Ignorance (Ephesians 4:17-18). HMany of us will discbey God's will
simply because we do not know what it is. We have not read the Bible
sufficiently to know, and perhaps we just don’t think it is that
important. But my frisnd, it is (2 Timothy 2:16; 3:16-17).

Many sins have been committed in ignorance. Those who crucified
Jesus did it in ignorance {Acts 3:17). Paul persscuted the church in
igrorance {1 Timothy 1:13). But ignorance will not be an excuse on the
day of judgment when God holds us accountable for sin (Acts 17:30-31).

B. Weakness (Matthew 26:41). This may be the most frustrating cause of
sin... becausse we want to do whet is right, but because of the wesakness
of the flesh we find ourselves giving inte sin... and sometimes the
same sin over and over and over! In our weaknsss we cry out to God
(Psalm 6:2).

Mary Times we sin because our backbone is not strong, our will to
do right is not stirong, we are sfruggling with besetting sins which
take up all our strength just frving to keep them constantly in check.
We nesd to pray to God for more strength in weakness {Hebrews 4:16).

c. Rebellion {1 Samuel 15:22-23). Saul thought he was doing service to
God by offering Him the best of Tthe spoils of the Amalekites. But God
had told him to utterly destroy them and leawve nothing alive. Some of
us sin like Saul did, simply because we don't want te follow God's word
or think that we have a better way.

Some don't care about the truth, thersfors God allows Them to
believe & lie (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). If there is a worst kind eof
sin, rebellion againslt God's will may just be it. But then too, there
is the sin of:

B. Hegligence (Hebrews 2:1-3). Hegligence is a terrible sin, because we
could have done something sbout 1f, but just didn't. There may be more
people who are lost in the day of judgment because of negligence, more
than any other sint {James 4:18)

CONCLUSION: My frisnd, whare do you stand? &re you ignorant of God's will for
vour 1ife? ars you weak and floundering in sin? Ars you in open rebellion?
Or do you know the right thing to do, but you just haven't done it yet?
Sin will keep you oulb of heaven... any kindi! If you balieve Jesus is
the Son of God, and will repent of your sins, you can bes baptized to have
them washed away. Can we help you render obedience to the gospel?

Sermon by Wendell Watts, Chart The Gospel, Vol.3, Lesson 20
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BACK 70 THE BIBLE — TO BE CHRIST'S CHURCH

INTRO: Our plea at Che HMarrodsburg Church of Christ is a distinctive plea. It

is not like the nleas of most major religious denominations who seek
tolerance toward svervone elss as an attempt to unify a fragmented relivious
woirld.

WE MUST &0 BACK TO THE BIBLE TO BE CHRIST'S CHURCH

&. Back Te The Authority Of The Scriptures. Jesus Christ is the head of
His church (Coleossians 1:18). Ne man or group of men is its pope,
president, or presiding officers! All authority has been given to Him
{Matthew 28:18). Aand His plen for His church is revealed in the New
Testamant (1 Corinthians 14:37).

& true church of Christ must do only what is authorized in
Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17). We must be ready to give book, chapter,
and verse authority Tor all we beliswve and practice (1 Pster 3:16).

In response o svery bproposal we must ask “Is it from heasven or
men?™ The guestion must not be "Does the Bible condemn 1t?” but "Does
the Bible authorlze 1t?" What the Bible dees notl suthorize must be
rejected as The commandments of men (Matthew 15:9}. In expressing our
faith we must spgak where the Bible speaks and remain silent where the
Bible is ellent (1 Peter 4:11).

B. Back Te Scriptural Work. & church determined To do only what the
Scriptures authorize will go To the Scriptures to learn what work God
intends for the church to do as & collective body of Christians. There
it is learned that the church is the pillar and ground of the truth
(1 Timothy 3:15).

Approved churches i the New Testament supported the preaching of
the gospel in their own communities and elsswhere (Philippians 4:16~
183, They were equipped by God with teachers and leaders "for the
paerfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry tor the edifying
of the body of Christ”™ {Ephesians 4:11-12).

fs & church of Christ, we must bhe dedicated To this work. e must
be content to leawe politics to the government, recreaticn and
entertainment to ths home, sducation to the schools, and social serwvice
to the institutions organized Tor that purpose. While every Christian
may involve himself in such things, we must ressrve our collective
chiurch resources for the tasks which the Lord has assigned to His
church.

C. Back To Scritural Morality. Godly living in an ungodly world is
difficult. The church is designed to provide the godiy teaching and
training that wiil encourage this kind of life. Those who love the
world and refuse to vield fo Ged's will hawve no place in the church and
must be excluded from its fellowship (1 Corinthians 5:11-13). & church
today that would please God must exercise such discipline.

D. Back To Scriptural Govermment. When Christ built His church (Matthew
16:18), He gave it the simplest government imaginable. In each
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community, believers were united to form a local church family which
was presided over by local slders (fcts 14:23). These men had no
authority outside their local church-family {1 Peter 5:1-5)}.

No sarthly organization bound them together. The churches were
united only by their common loyalty to Christ as thelr head and their
acceptance of the aspostles as His spekesmen. They were nothing more
worldwide than "brethren of like faith®™ (1 Peter 2:17}.

These iocal churches, working independently under Christ, had
sufficient organizetion to accomplish the work Christ wanted done in
the first century. The preached the gospel to the entire world without
mission boards or coordinating sponscoring churches {Colossians 1:6,23}.
They developed their own teachers and preachers without seminaries or
church supported colleges (2 Timothy 2:2). They cared for thelr needy
without building benevolent institutions and societies {Acts 4:34-35;
11:29-307.

Those who arse determined To go back to the Bible must be content
with the only organization the Bible authorized for church work ~ the
lecal church.

Back To Scriptural Mission Of The Church. We are told today that
churches must make major changes if they are To survive. Should such
changes be made? If the purpose of the church is to attract as many
neople as peossible, then it will have to accommodate itself to changing
human preferences. In doing that, it will cease to be the church that
Christ died for.

The church that Jesus built is not a church Tof men™ but "of
Christ” (Romans 16:18) and "of God® (1 Thessalonians Z:14}. It is
composed of men and women who are bound together by & common purpose
v.. Lo live by the will of the unchanging Sod (James 1:17} as revealed
in His unchanging word (1 Peter 1:23-2B).

fnd believe me, those same old truths arz far from being non-
orogressive, they are the only thing that will bring us to God.

The church that Jesus bullt dare not try te remake God in the
image of man, but its mission is to make men into the image of God!!
We are the "salt of the earth™ left to preserve it... but i¥ the salt
has lost its fiavor, how shall it be seasconed (Matthew 5:13)7

CONCLUSIGN: Yes, the church Jesus died for is distinctive. lion*t vou search it
out and become part of that body of belisvers which glorifies Him (Ephesians
3:21)7

Trying to find out something sbout our listening audience. Drop us &

short note... let us know what you think of this program... send absolutely
no money... we Will send vou bhooklet entitled “The Sword” which will help
yoll locate passages about a number of Bible subjects.

also would iike fo put you o our malling list for upcoming gospel

meetings and other things of that nature.

firticle By Sewell Hall



LESSDN #8772 1-6-81

A4 HOUSE OF PLENTY

INTRO: The importance of the family - The mest fundamental of all human

relationshipes ~ has been neglected for a number of vears. Yet, it ssems
that there is a revival of sorts going on with our families.

Soms people, pursuing their careers and variocus luxuries, have
sacrificed time and lowve from the very thing cne’s career is supposed to be
serving — the family!i Our femilies recsive no benefit at all when we
provide them with some of the nicer things in life at the expense of the
clan. #Actually, sacrificing meny of what we call "the geod things in life™
Will bring us no regrets (Proverbs 15:17: 17:1)..

# home is a special plsce. It is a retfugs where people should know
they are loved... regardless of their faults... without having any doubts in
their minds. It should be & place where comforl and security can be ¥ound,
not a place from which one must regularly "gel avay™.

A successtul home is no accident... ror is 1T the product of wishful
thinking. Each member must be dediceted to the family and its nseds...
totally dedicated! God has supplied instructions for such a nome. Open
your Bible and read with me part of thess instructions (Ephesians 5:21-6:4).

SUBMITTING TO ONE AMNOTHER

A. Submitting To One Ancther {Ephesians 5:21). This passage on family
relationships is preceded by an often overlooked command, "submitting
te one anocther in the fear of God™ (Ephesians 5:21). The instructions
following this admonition are direct spplications of this command.

Every family member is subject to ewvery other femily member and
must make all his wanis and wishes subordinate to all the otharst If
every Tamily member will think of himself/herself as the least
important member, we will have happy successful families. Each member,
giving in to the nesds of the rest of the family, will insure a united,
loving and happy, family. On the other hand, ™a house divided against
itself will fall™ (Matthew 12:25).

1. Wife Submits Te The Husband (5:22-24). He dees not gualify that
by saying "Submit to him only it he is & good husband™. Ladies
need To keep in mind & few things about their husbands.

&. Me has a great responsibility teo lead and guide the family as
ite head. He cannot lead i¥ his wife refuses to follow and
work with him.

He also has emotional nesds. Beneath that stern, harsh
gxterior bealts the heart of a human being. He nesds to know
that he is important to vou and sppreciated. He also has
sexual needs. God created them in him, just like Me did in
you. When two people marry, they submit to one another the
onnge thing that is theirs alone — each one gives his/her body
to the other (1 Corinthians 7:3-5).

Me sums It up, she is to be subject to him in everything
(5:24). And sverything means everything!
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CONCLUSTON:

Husband Submits To Wife (5:25,28-29). BUT that works the other
way toolf This is the second relationship of submission in a
family. Husbands must subordinate themselves to their wives. e
don®i usually think about that!

Like Jesus Christ submitied Himself completely To The
church... net o its suthority, bub to its nseds. Likewise, we
hushands submit to ocur wives in that sense.

&. Lie must love her as our own body (5:28). Her boay and
emotional state is different from mire, therefors I must be
sympathetic and understanding, regardless of whether or not
it makes sense to me {1 Pelter 3:7)%%

We must nourish and cherish her (5:28). Like a delicate
ross, Wwe must nurture her so she can grow mentally,
smotionally, and spirituslly.

Twe separate people have now become one {(5:31),
therefore both have o submit To one another.

Children Submit To Parents {(6:1—-3). This is the third
relationship of submission in the family. Children must submit To
and obey parents... not so they won't be punished or to get some
reward... not so TChey will buy you nsw toys or clothes... but
because 1t is right!?

You are alsc to honor them — ne Talking back, mocking Them,
or yelling at them. Young people, thers will always be an unhappy
home Life as long as you do not submit to or obay your parents
{Proverbs 29:15,17).

Parents Submilt To Children {6:4). Tne last relationship of
submission might surprise you more than any of the others.
Parents must subject themselves to the well-being and upbringing
of their children.

When children come into the world, in & real sense They
bgcome the bossii Mot in the sense that we let them tell us
narents what o do, or jump every time they want something. But
when a child is nungry, we must Teed them... when tThirsty, we must
get them a drink... when dirty, we must change them... when in
rneed of clothes, supplies, Tood, and monesy. we must give up
everything to give them what they need... That is part of being a
parentii

Parente must completely submit curselves to bring them up Tin
the nurture and admonition of the Lord™. If they are geing to
grow up to be Christians, it is up to us To guide them in the
Fight way nowit

Remember God's rule... if every Ffamily membar will think of himself/
herself as the least important membsr, we will have happy, successful
families (Psalm 127).
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e

ATTITUDES THAT SWEETEN MWARRIAGE

INTRO: Is vour marriage as happy as you want it to be? Many marriages today are

in trouble with mates considering mere survival to be an accomplishment?

dod never intended that marriasge be an unhappy state, but that it be
one of the happisest, most fulfilling relationships man could have on this
marth (Proverbs 5:18-12). When a marriage is in trouble and the companlions
are very unhappy, someons is bresaking the laws of God!

God created the man and said it was not good for him to be alone, so He
made & helper suitable to men {Genesis 2:13,21-22; 1 Corinthians 11:9).
That almest makes it sound like woman was an afterthought of God's for the
bhenetit of the man... but God had planned His creation from eternity...
woman was always part of that plan.

tod Then institufed the marriage relationship, Tor companionship,
giving and receiving love, anc propagating the human race.

ATTITUDES THAT WILL SWEETEN MARRIAGE

A. The HusbandflWife Relationship. God ordained that the man should rule
over his wife (Genesis 3:16). But that is net an unjust, dictestorial
rule as if she were a slave. but he is to rule over her with the
greatest love possible {Ephesianse 5:25,28-28).

This is to be a self-giving concern for her person - & love that
seeks her happiness and well-being at the sacrifice of his ouwn
interests and welfare {1 Corinthians 13:5). At the same Time, the wife
is to reverence ang submit to her husband (Ephesians 5:24,33) and love
him (Titus 2:4%.

Marriage fulfils one of the grestest needs of mankind ~ to love
and be loved. This relationship brings into the life of each mate,
fulfillment, satisfaction, and contentment., A& fTruitful marriage is
built on leove, trust, respect, taithfulness, and mutual consideration.

B. Attitudes That Will Sweeten Marriage. Marriage can be wonderful... and
you can contribute much to making it that way. ask "what can 1 do to
make my marriage better?™

1. Express Appreciation To Your Companion. Don't just tell sthers
how god hefshe is... tell vour matell Express appreclation for
things that are done... whather they are things that are suppossd
to bs dong or not.

Lock for the good gualities in your mate... if yvou look for
the bad, you will find them, and at the same time overlook all the
good. Then whea you find the good... tell Tthemt

2. Give Honor and Respect To Your Companion. Respect begets respect.
So if a wife wants raspact from her husband then she needs to show
it to him and the same With & husband (1 Pster 3:7:; Ephesians
5:33). UDisrespect inflames hard feelings and strife.

Treat your mats with respect and dignity, and hefshe will
want to rise Lo that same level. You can improwve them with honor
and respect and make them worse with dishoner and criticism.
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CONCLUSTON:

Be Forgiving Toward Your Companion. An unforgiving attitude feeds
tenaion and strife. MNever form the habit of bringing up past
mistakes to put down your companion — not in public, not in
private. This is ummerciful and unforgiving and all that does is
open old wounds and condemn your for doing it (Romarse 1:31-32).

Everyone wants and needs mercy and forgiveness for his/her
shortcomings. Many of us will Fforgive just about anyone sxcept
pur mates... vet, thal is the first place forgiveness should be
practiced (Matthew 6:14-15; Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:32).

Roth you and your mate are imperfect human beings (cf. 1 John
1:8). So when you are wrong, why not simply say 71 am wrong...
and I am sorry™? Only an immature, proud person refuses to admit
his own shortcomings.

Be Helpful &nd Constructive. Marriage coempanions should be able
to talk with one another, honestly and openly. But thal honesty
dogs not giwve anyene & right o be hurtful and abusive. You
really need Lo help bring out the best in each other. Sometimes
that is & little uncomfortable, but vou don't have to make it
brutal (Proverbs 27:17}.

& spouse will go when needed, listen when needed, hold
confidences, have empathy for another, and feel for one another.
Husbands and wives really need one another (Ecclesiastes 4:3-12}.

& healthy, loving husband/wife relationship is not a master/slave

relationship. It is & sharing, complementing relationship where each mate
recognizes their God-ordained role.

When esach mate realires the things that swesten marriage and dosgs
something about 1T, marrisgde Wwill agein be a blessing to mankind.
if it starts with yvou? {(Psalm 128:1~-4)

How about

Article by Donald Townsley
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HOW HUSBANDS CAN SHOW APPRECIATION FOR THEIR WIVES

INTRO: How many wives listening this morning have thought how nice it would be

o have their husbands say something like "I can fly higher than an eagle...
but you are Tthe wind beneath my wings™? How many of us husbands have
Tholght about saving something like that to ocur wives?

The unappreciated wife is the wvictim of one of life's saddest
injustices, &nd a husband who is so unfeeling or stingy with his praise
that he will not tell his wife regularly how grateful he is for her is
definitely not deserving of her... and is deserving of & few lashes with a
norsewhip at best.

Yet, even Christisn husbands by the thousands, myself included, will
have to admit tThat we have not tapped the Tongue’s potentisal for brightening
the lives of our good wives. What can be done To deal with this hablt of
neglect?

SHOWING APPRECIATION FOR OUR WIVES

A, bo Appreciate Her. Wives nsed real gratitude... not just words and
plav—acting. They know when we really mean ittt In faclt, wives hate
nothing more than being patronized. She will understandably resent us
saying something just becauss we Think we are supposed tof

What is needed is more than just talking and acting as if he
appreciates his mate. The only worthwhils way to solve the problem of
non-gxpression of appreciation is to solve the problem of non-
appreciation itself. Candy on Valentine's day is nice, and so arse
tlowers on Mother's day. BuUut tokens of appreciation are cheap and
worthless i¥ not given in love.

Maybe we hawve forgotten what she dees mean To us. We can begin by
rediscovering just how special our wives are!

B. Count Her Wirtues. We would do well spending some time frequently
reminding ourselves of how many praissworthy attributes our wives
possess. The chances are good that she still has whatewer first
attracted you to her encugh To ask her hand in marriage.

Afoctually, these hawve probably deepened with the passing or time
and also besen enriched by the addition of even more. And when you end
I start counting hner wvirtues, why not list as number one, Tthe patisnce
of Job which she has to possess in order to live with sach of ustl! Am
I right? Yesh, [ see her smiling... but friend, what about you?

c. Walk In Her Shoes Offen. Helping our wives with her work is a surefire
way To increase our appreciation for our wives. We Think that we are
big end strong and can hold up under & Tremendous workload... butl when
we comg home 2% the end of the day, which one of us plops down on ths
couch or La-Z-Boy and kicks off our shoes o rest? While she is still
in there working fixing our dinner?? Remember guys, most of us work B
or & davs a wesk... she works seven.

It takes patiencs, persistence, and stamina ¥o do the work she
must de day in and day oul. Those are the things we have run out of by
the time we get hometld
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D. Express appreciation Now. Most of us will appreciate our wives Too
little too late if we don't do something about it now! She neads To
Krow now... before she is emotionally spent and hurt irreparably,
hefore she leaves us becauss of the pain... before she diss!

& memory of neglecting what you wanted to fell her will only taunt
and torment vou mercilessly, bacause you won't have the chance to say
what you should have said long ago. Swallow your pride, and if you
think it will sound oo corny to say, then get your act Together and
guit being so foolish before it is too latel!

It vou really love her, you need to cut through all of that and
tell her about it right now {1 Corinthians 13:4-8).

CONCLUSIOGN: Thars are many women who don't know how fortunate they are to have a
good husband, but I Tear there are more men who don't realize their blessing
in having the wives they do {Proverbs 31:10-31).
If you are married to such & woman, then shs sure better hear that you
knpow it and are thankful... and she better hear it from your mouth... and
it's not & bad ildea to just go ahead and tell her right now!!

Irbete by Gory ,4&,7



LESSON #3202 1-27-91

INTROG:
of good husbands who reslly want to show their appreciation for their wives.
Honestly, ladies, many of us are good men, we just don’t always think and
don*t always show vou how much we appreciate you, and just nesd To be
reminded occasicrnally. Bs patient with us as we try to do better.

Hold WIVES CAN SHOW APPRECTIATION FOR THEIR HUSBANDS

Judging from the response I heard to last week's lesson, there are a lot

AT the same time, we hope you can remember something about us... behind

the rough, proud, and crude sxterior, beat the hearts of gantle souls who
also need to know that we sre apprecialed.

God's plan is that we complement one another (Genesis 2:18,20-24}.

Yes, we are different... but that dees neot have to be & causse for contention
between us. God purposefully made us that way so that man and woman
together could make up God's creation —— man (Genesls 1:27-28). S0 don™t
let that be so frustrating for vou.

What can you do to show yvour asppreciation for your husband?

SHOWING APPRECIATION FOR OUR HUSBANDS

fi.

Respect Him (Ephesians 5:33). Everyone thinks that positions of
authority are great To have... Tto be in charge, to make decisions, to
have the final say in things that are dons... but with authority comes
great responsibiiityitl

Sod has given the man that charge in the family (Ephesians 5:23—
24Y. HNo one is arquing Thet he is better than his wife... just that
God has given him that position and responsibility and has equipped him
with the ability to make important decisions and guide his family.

Hany & wife who spends hours trying to persuade her husband to her
way of thinking needs to realize that God made her husband think
differantly from her to help him be a batter leader. #& woman possesses
a far greater ability than a man to forcus on emotions. While this
guality makes her superiocr to the man for performing her God-given
jebs, it sesily gels in tThe way of wise leadership. Likewise the
ability to disregard his emotions equips a man to better love nhis wife
and act in hsr best interests.

That is not to say that husbands will not make mistakes.

Semetimes that ls the way human beings gain experience and learn
lessons we might rnot otherwise know. Oftentimes a person profits more
from deing something wrong than he would have 1f he did it right in the
first place. Uo we make more mistakes than you do? Well, horestly,
one of the two of us will make more mistakes in a marriage... thal Iis
an ingvitabls fact of life. HWen and womern are both human... who is te
condemn eithar one?

Ladies, show your hushand you appreciate him by respecting him.

Praise Him. If he does a good job, or he just gladly tackles the
responsibility to the best of his ability... couldn’t you tell him?
There are certain things you expect him to de... he should do them...
bul do yvou express vour appreciation when he dees Tthat things that you
expect him to do anyway? Or is praised reserved only for when he does
Tthe extraordinary?
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Homestly... do you like To be taken for granted? Don’t you need a
little praise? Whet was 1t Jesus said once {Matthew 7:12)7 You don't
have to lie, and vou don*t have to exaggerate, and you don't have to
tell him in some Betty Boop voice "Oh you bilg strong man, I don’t know
what I would do without you™... but a littls honest praise 1s great
motivation for him to do even morel

If he makes mistakes you need to let him know, but don't insult
himi How you say somaething matters just as much as wWhat you say
{Proverbs 16:24; 25:11-12). #nd ladies... 1f you tell him he is a
hopelass louse, or talk to him in such a way as to infer that, why
would you expect him to be anything else?

Show your appreciation for him by praising him. Telling other
people how much vou appreciate him is good, but it means nothing unless

he hears it Trom you!!

Seduce Him (Proverbs 5:15—-20). Face it... men and women are sexual
beings... it is not just a product of the 607s, 707s,807s or 207s. Sex
among husbands and wives is something that God has designed (Hebrews
13:4).

Why are the temptations so strong when immoral women seduce your
husbands? Because of his human sexuzl desires Tor one thing... but
that may not actually be what Tempts him the most! There is also the
fact that somsore else thinks enough of him to want to seduce him. He
is flattered: You can be sure that an adulteress will do that because
she knows that is what appeals to him most (Froverbs 5:3-4; 7:6-21).

When was the last time you sexually fTlattered your husband? The
worthy woman of Proverbs 31 does {31:22a; cf. 7:18). Maybe he is not
all the man he used to be, but if vou make him feel like he is, perhaps
he can become betteri

Love Him. It was love that attracted you to him... but it takes a
greater level of love te make a marriage! That Tirst level of love
that brought you together was likely infatuation. It is a form of lowve
in its first stages. It is what is commonly called love-at—first-sight
or a kind of lowve tThat incites intense physical feelings in response to
what our object of love savys, doss, or looks like.

But this kind of love cannot sustain a marriage because sventually
he will say things that we disagres with or ewven hurt us, eventually he
will do things that make us sick or anger us, and eventusliy he will
rot look as appeaiing as vefore.

In contrast Goed commands & husband and wife to love one another
with the highest level of love... & love that is concerned with the
other person’s well-being and not our own (Ephesians B5:25; Titus 2:4; 1
Corinthians 13:4~7).

Ladies, yeou can show your appreciation for your husband by loving
hiim unconditionally... and letting him know 1Tt

CONCLUSION: Perhaps your husband is not all he should be or &ll vou want him to
be... but are you? You should lef him know how much you really appreciate

nim.

{(Remind them lessons have bsen taped)



~

LESSON #31a 2—-3-581

THE GOOD SENSE TO BE AFRAID

INTRD: We hate to talk about negative things when it comes to the Bible and its

teaching on false doctrines, false prophets, and all those other unpleasant
subjects that the Bible talks about. #nd many people that we should just

never talk about hell.

Jesus didn't think that way. In his counsel to His twelve apostles, He
reminds them of what their greatest concern should be. He told them TAnd be
not afraid of them that kill the hody, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell®
(Matthew £0:28). That advice should not go unheeded.

In our effort to give peace to wounded hearts cut by sin and its
consequences, we should never go so far as to remove them from all dread of
hell. There are Tears that are not only healthy, but also necessary.

THE TWMPORTANCE OF FEAR

A. & Wholesome Fear Of Dangercus Situations Is A Blessing. That is why
mothers and fathers Leach thesir children to be afraid of the things
that might lsad to injury or even death. OFf course, in spite of this,
some youngsters rush headlong and heedlessly into disaster. Being
atraid would have sawved them.

1. There are adults who play the same reckless game when 1t comes to
their relationship with God. They are not without fears. They
fear poverty. They fear humiliation. They fear rejection. They
fear loneliness. They fear failure. They fear diseass. They
fear death. But alisnation from God and being eternally lost
sgems to hold no terror for them.

I know people who "know they are going to hell™ and will
freely admit it. I am net certain they know what “going to hell"
means. That attitude is too cavalisgr. How can anyone be
indifferent to spending eternity without God and without help,
burning in the fires of hell with the devil and his angels and all
the other ungodly human beings whe have sver lived!!

Such a person doesn*t have the good sense To be afraid.

B. Jesus Talked & Lot about Hell. It is sometimes forgotten that out of
the twelwe times that the word gshenna (hell) cccurs in the Sreek New
Testament, eleven times it is spoken by the Lord, thrss of which times
are in the Sermon on the Mount.

More, perhaps than anyorne else, Jesus speaks of judgmsnt and the
awfulness of ultimate rejection. He is the one, rather than His
apostles, whe becomes so graphic asbout the horrors of hell.

1. He describes it as a fiery place of absolute anguish and utler
blackness (Matthew 8:12; 13:42,50; 22:13; 25:30; Luke 13:28;
16:23~243.

2. Why would the gracious, lowving Son of God detzil at such great
length the horrors of & place that strikes dread into Che heart?
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Doesn’t He know we neged comfort and encouragement in our efforts
to serve Him? VYes, He knows That, but MHe also knows that we need
to ftear hell and stay as far away from it as possible. He is
simply warning those whom He loves of the ultimate dangeri!

C. Doesn*t Lowve Cast Qut Fear? This is all well and good, somecne says,
but deesn’t John say that "perfect love casts out Fear™ (1 John 4:18)7
Yes... The gracious and merciful love of God and our own respending
love do serve to casT oult hopeless terror and despair, but our Father
never intended that His love should remove us from a wholesome
shrinking from those things which can cut us off from His foreveri!

Our ssnse of hope and security in Christ should never maks us
blindly and deafly overly confident (Romans 11:28).

1. The apostle Paul had a special love for the Christians in
Thessalonica (2 Thessalonians 1:3). He praysd that God would glive
them pasce at all times (3:18).

And vel He warned them somberly of the “day of the Lord®
which comas as "a thief in the night® (1 Thessalonians 5:1-B) an
of the Lord's fiery ilndignatien on Chose who do not "know God™ and
who do not "obey the gospel™ (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

CONCLUSION: However much we may feel comfort and assurance in Christ, we should

never lose our sensz of the awfulness of hell! That awful place of utter
darkness where men are cast off foresver from the face of the God of light.
That place where There ls no goodness or kindness or gentleness or lovs.
That place where all the ungodly men and women of all the ages will be
heaped together in one unhcly congregation of hate and malice and
hopelessness.

My friend, I say to you with the same earnestrness with which we love
God and find joy in The thought of hesaven... let us also fear hell (Matthew
10:28). Let us have the good sense to be afraiall

Article by Paul Earnhart Christianity Magazine, Dscember 1990



LESSON #32a 2-14-21

INTRO:
treated as a single whole. Whatever is true is but a part of that gresat
whola of truth and will fit perfectly into its little niche. No nichs will
be found howsver, for anything that is not trug and a person who is
determined to hold on to any error will find his whole perception of truth
disturbed.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF ERROR

In the Bible, the word TRUTH never appears in tha plurali Truth is

A remarkabls demonstration of this and other facts about error is found

in 1 Corinthians 15.

THE COMSEQUENMCES OF ERROR

a.

Acceptance OF Error Demands Rejection OFf Truth. Those who made up the
Corinthian church profesesd to accept the gospel, bult still rejsctsd
the concept of resurrection. The apostle Paul showed the inconsistency
of such & position.

1. He reminds them that the resurrection is a basic fact of the
gospel which he preached to them (lb:l-11).

2. He tells them that to deny the resurrectlon was to undercut
gverything about thelr Christianity (15:12-19).

fpparently, the Corinthians nad not recognized these
inconsistenciss. By bringing them to their attention, Paul challenged
them to make a choice —— the gospel or their Greek philosophy. Both
could not be true. Acceptance of one demanded rejection of The other.

Acceptance OFf Error Affects Conduct. To some people, such issues as
the resurrection of the dead are merely theoretical and reaslly have ne
practical importance. They say "What difference doss it make what
happens after we die? We know we have a life in the here and now and
wWe nesd to concentrate on 1t™.

Such an attitude is like sayving To a student "Why worry aboutl
final exams, graduatiocn and what happens after tThat? Just concentrate
on iImproving the quality of campus life™. Final exams, graduation and
Life aTter college are what campus life is all about.

To deny the fact of resurrection — or sven disregard it — affacts
one's whole outlook on the present. If there is a resurrection and
eternity, then preparing for it is what life is all about. However,
#if the dead do not rise, “Let us eal and drink for Tomorrow we dis™™
{(15:32). Their denizl of the resurrection, as theoretical as it might
seem, explains their grossly immoral conduct.

fssociation With Those In Error Affects Conduct. It seems a strange
place to find this comment about “ewil companions corrupting good
morals™ €15:33) in the middle of & discussion sbout the resurrection.
But look at it in ths context. )

Paul is warning beliewvers in the resurrection that association
with unbelievers can affect their conduct, even though thev might still




#o2b

hold to their belief in resurrection. The influence of peers is often
stronger than the influence of convictions.

I1. HMODERWH APPLICATIONS

a. Man's Beginning And His End. Occasionally, we come across pecple who
belisve in God and His Son, but think that discussions about how man
came into being on this sarth and what will happen at the Lord's final
coming are immaterial since we find people taking such different
positions on each. And since we were not here when it all began, and
the second coming is still in the future, that it doesn't matter what
we believe about those things.

1. Fyolution. Some belisve in much of evolutien and still hold to a
belief in Sod and the Bible. They even look at Genesis 1 as an
allegory or story rather than a factual history of how the sarth
and its life came into being.

But evolution and Che Genesis recerd cannct be made To
harmonize, and Jesus sald That God who made man, made him and her
separate in the very beginning (Matthew 19:4-6)

Many consider the question of evolution insignificant. They
ask "What difference does it make where we came from? What
matters is how we live®™. The fact is that where we came from
makes a big difference. If we are the product of creation then
there is a purpose for our existence and a standard for us to
follow. If we evolved, we are the products of mere chance, there
is no reason for our existence and no standard by which we will be
judged. It then becomes a "jungle code™ of sthics.

2. Premillernialism. Some beliewe the Lord is coming back and will
rapture away the salnts and give men another chance o accept
Christ before He destroys the wicked and either refurbishes ths
garth or takes the saved to heaven.

Paople say "What difference does it make if we are
premillenial (believing in a literal 1000 year reign) or
amillenial (not believing)? What matters is now we live now™.

Well if we believe we may have another chance, then we may be
more Tempted to waste the first one, whersas i we belisve what
the Bible says asbout God destroying it all when Christ comes back
then we will taks hged what kind of people we are (2 Peter 3:10-
13). We are looking for a new heaven and sarth... & new realm to
dwell in in the spirit.

It really does make a difference!

CONCLUSTON: Jesus said "You shall know the truth and the truth shall make vou
free™ {John 8:32}. MNothing else has that promise. My friend, those are the

censequeances of error. Shouldn't we belisve the truth?

frticle by Sewell Hall, Christiasnity, June 193¢
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SOMEDAY PAYDAY

INTRO: & national survey of wvarious denominations revealed startling statistics

IT.

about church members -— 10% cannot be found, 20% never attend, 25% never
pray, 35% never read the word of God, 40% never contribute to the Lord's
work, 70% never attend Sunday evening services, /5% never assume
responsibility in the program of The church, 95% never win & soul to Christ,
yet 100% expect to go ©o heaven.

What we see is a great number who hope and expect to get to heaven, but
relatively few making any preparation. Will God save Those who are so
inactive in the work of the Lord? Will He save those who live for
themselves 6 davs a week and for God 1 day & week?

There is a principie found in the New Testament which applies to every
phase of life. TWhatever a man sows, that shall he also reap™ (Galatians
§:%1. Think about how trus that is... oW corn, reap corn. Sow wiclence,
reas wiolence. Sow strife, reap division. Sow word of find, reap Christian.
Sows word of God plus something else, reap & denomination. Sow evil, reap
punishment.

In so many areas of life you and I reap what we sow. We want te make
some application of this principle in the lssson and simply entitle it
"Someday Payday™.

Tre man who thinks that God will not require us te be punishad for
wickedness ie described =ss wicked, proud, and arrogant. He may Kriow whatl
the Bible says, but really deep-down, he does not belisve that (Psalm
10:4,6,311,13). Paul sald "Be not deceived, God is not mocked...®™ God Wwill
punish sin. ‘

GOODNESS AWD SEVERITY OF GOD

A. We Lose Sight 0F The Severe Nature Of Bod. God is truly righteous and
just. Therefore, God cannot just overlock sins. Sin demands
punistment (Romans 6:23). For &od to remain just and righteous, He
must punish sin. Here we see Cthe severity of God.

T e see His goodness in sending His Son to suffer the punishment
for our sins and give us a way of escape (Romans 11:22).

God shows kindness and blesses His children, but He destroys His
eremies. God is a place of refuge for Mis own and a terror To His
advarsaries {(Nahum 1:2-8). )

B. Thus, As & Man Sows, So Shall Hes Reap. 1¥ he sows sin and disobedience
in his life, he will reap punishment. The punishment is not immediale,
bt SOMEDAY comes PAYDAY.

SOMEDAY PAYDAY

A. Nations. MNations eventually reap what they have sown too. IF the
leaders are cruel to the people, eventually, the people rise up and
destroy them.

1+ the rulers are evil and disobedient to fod, they will reap what
they have sown. God's wrath comes down on them and destroys them. &
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nation which loses sight of God's principles of justice and
righteousness will be torn down {Proverbs 14:34).

& nation which slevates itself too high will be brought down by
God. God will show us we are just men [Psalm $:20). SOMEDAY will come

" PAYDAY {Pealm 9:17). Whether that be Irag or us!

Denominations. Jesus promised to build His church (Matthew 16:18)...
not 1200 different denominations. There are many people in the
denominational world who are sincere and active in the work of their
church, but doss Jesus racognize what is being done (Matthew 7:21-23).
Just doing somegthing for the Lord does not mean He is pleasad with
anything we do.

When the words of men are given more importance than the words of
God we ars barking up the wrong tree (Matthew 15:8). When we lose
sight of the importance of speaking as the oracles of God, then we lose
the fawvor of God.

When we establish organizations which we call & church and teach
things other than what God teaches, thern we will pay {(Matthew 15:13).
$incere religious psople are condemned by God and will pay for their
disobedience.

God will allow vou to belisve & lie if you do not love the truth
as yoeu say. He doss not force the truth on anyone {Z Thessalonians
2:8~12). Believe what veu want but SCHMEDAY is going Tto be PAYDAY.

Sound Churches. There is an atltitude In many of the "sound churches™
which God cannot tolerate. We tend to think thai as long as we are
doctrinally sound, we are in great shape. We preach baptism for the
remission of sins, ne instrumental music, no church support of human
institutions, and so we think we are sound.

We can preach the right thing and still not be sound. We can be

. sound in our practice bult as dead as g doornail. If we have an ungodly

"1 don't care” attitude, then we won't care about teaching the gospel
to others, worshipping God every chance we get and edifying others.

and SOMEDAY PAYDAY is going to come for us because we draw near
with our mouths but cur heart is far from Him (Matthew 15:8}).
Brethren, SUMEDAY we will pay Tor such complacency and indifference.
SOMEDAY God is going to spew us out of His mouth.

Alien Sinner. You have the choice of obeying the gospel of Christ or
disobeying. He does not force wyou. You can be a part of the world,
you can be involved in sin all your life, you can prosper in sin and
work your way To the top. You can even be happy while living in sin.

You may Live 80-90 vears and enjov sinning all that time but
SOMEDAY Will come PAYDAY: Someday you will giwve an account of the life
you hawe lived.

CONCLUSTON: SOMEDAY PAYDAY is coming for all. The only protection vou hawve from
God's wrath is in His Son. Are you going to wait until vou smell the
brimstone to make your life right with God? Then it is teoo late for vou,
PAYDAY is THAT DAY 3



LESSON #2924z 2-24-g1

UNSAWED BELIEVERS

INTRO: &11 of your life you have likely heard it sald that there is nothing to

II.

do to be saved... "only believe™! This has to be about the most popular
doctrine being taught today. But have you sver found anywhere in the Bible
where anyone was ever taught to "just balieve” in Christ to be saved? C(an
you put your finger on the passage that says ene must “only believe™ or one
is "saved at the point of faith™, before and without any further acts of
obedisnce, such as baptism, righteous living, etc?

It wouldn't make me mad if you showed it to me... In fact, I need to
see it hescause that is not what I have been teaching and I don’t want To
lead anyone astray.

However, if I can show you just one person who really believed but was
not saved, then the teaching that one must "only believe™ will have bsen
proven false. Actually, there are several cases of unsaved believers in the
Mew Testament.

UNSAVED BELIEVERS

&. Rulers OFf The Synagogue (John 12:42-43). Confessing Christ as God's
Son is something one must do in addition to believing. They are not
one and the same thing. If so, the rulers would have bsen saved! The
Bible makes & clear distinction between the two (Romans 10:10).

If it is sufficient to Yonly believe™ then thesg rulers, who
refused to confess Jesus, would have been saved.

B. King Agrippa (Acts 26:27-28). Paul said Agrippa believed, but Agrippa
admitted that he was not vel a Christian. Thus, one is not saved whan
he just belisvest

C. The Devils (James 2:19). They called Him the Sen of God, "the Holy One
of God® {Matthew 8:29; Mark 1:24). But that belief and even confession
was not erocudgh toe save themi: If all one has to do is believe, then the
demons wolld be saved Tootil

SONS OF GOD

A. One Can Be & Belisver Without Being A& Spiritual Son OF God {John 1:12}).
Did vou notice what it said? A believer has The power to become a son
of God. "Only believing®™ doss not maks him ons!

Did you ever read where one "believed Into Christ™? HNo, but you
have read where one is "haptized into Christ™ (Galatians 3:28-27).

i. Hote the tenses of the words in those verses. You are children of
God by faith because of something you did in the past. You are
{present tense) children of God by faith because you have been
{past tense) baptizedl!

They could not hawe presently been called children of God if
they had not taken this past action... because it put them "into
Christ™. If this meant they had Tearned their salvation™ by doing
Wihat God told them to do, then Psul did not know it. And his

¥
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words are insplred of God!

2. Mote that sayving one is saved by faith is not the same as saying
one is saved by feith only. One 1ls true (Ephesians 2:8), the
othar is false (James 2:24]).

3. Isn*t it strange that nearly every time baptism is menticned that
salvation is precisely what is connected with it? Consider what
the Bible says about baptism.

a. Mark 16:16. He who belisves and is beptirzed will be saved.
b, Acte 2:38. Baptism is for the remission of sins.
c. fcts 22:18. Baptism washes away sins.

d. Romans 6:3-4. We were burisd with Him in baptism into His
death... aven so wWe also should walk in newness of life.

g, Célossians 2:12-13. Buried with Him in baptism... having
forgiven vou all trespasses.

f. 1 Peter 3:21. Baptism doth also now save Us.

CONCLUSION: There are many popular svangelists today whose preaching draws large
crowds and theousands of responses. But it has not resulted in the saving of
one soul... For They are telling thess people to Yonly believe” and you will
be saved. &and that "baptism has nothing te do with salvation™. #And it rips
apart my soul That so many people are trusting these men who are leading
them astray and not preaching to them the "whole counsel of Ged™ (Acts
20:20).

bBear listener, are you & believer in Christ? I know you are, or you
would net be listening this morning? You have the right te become a son of
God {(John 1:12). &nd the way you do that is by believing and being baptized
{Galatians 3:26-27). Hawve you been baptired into Christ? Or ware you
taught that vou were saved by "only believing™, before being baptized?

The Scriptures are clear. Is Christ the auther of salvation to all
them thset "only believe®? MNoi Listen to God's word {(Hebrews 5:%). Will
yvou numbly submif to His word?

IT we may assist you, won't vou please contact us at the Harrodsburg
Church of Christ?

Article by Dick Blackferd, The Lamplighter, Wol. VI, No.3




LESSON #95a 3-4-81

PRAYING FOR G0OD'S WILL

INTRO: Thank you K. .. and I would like to welcome everyone to Message of
Truth. This war in the Middle East has really put ocur lives on hola. HMost
of our thoughts during the day are on our men and women in The war. We
leave the TV and radic on constantly, heplng te get a 1litUle more news.

This war has brought us to our knees! Oh, wWe . not %§§§§ deteated,
but we are going To our knees in prayer Lo God. As well we shouldil
Sometimes we need things To show us how human and in need of God we arel!

We ses signs everywhere that say "Pray for psace”... and we do. Dally!
for peace to prevail in this conflict and that our troops come home soon.

We should do that! But there is something even more important wa should
pray fort That in whatever happens, Bod's will be done (Matthsew 6:18).

Bob and I were Talking about this matter & LitTle bit last Sunday
morning. Let’s look af curselves and our motives. dAre we just being
selfish in our pravers, or are we prayving that God be glorifisd and His will
be done in the events occurring in the Middle East? My friend, most
importantly we nead To pray that the will of God and His Son be done because
they are in control and are working out their cwn plans for the future of
this world. You ses, Jesus rules now (Ephssians 1::19-23; Revelation 1:4-5).

1. GOD™S PERSPECTIVE

4. God Sees The Big Picture. e don't! e only see the things That
affect us, our femilles, our friends, and maybe in a larger
perspective, our nation.

God sees how all these events will affect the United States, Irag,
Iran, Syria, Israel, Saudi &rabis, Jordan, Soviet Union, Great Britain,
France, Japan, and all the other nations of the world. Then too we
sometimes forget that there ars other things going on in other parts of
the werld —— the reuniting of Fast and West Germany., the shedding of
Commurtism by so many of the Eurcpean nations, and rumblings in China.

B. God Is Working Gut His Plans. all of us are the players who wWork oul
His plans for mankind. He rules through His Sen (1 Peter 3:22). &od
manipulates the nations prospering or destroying them in the hope that
they will seek after and serve Him {fcts 17:26-28). Uepending on our
response Lo these events, God determines our future (Jeremiah 18:7-10}.

Maybe wvou Think... but that is the way He did things in ths (ld
Testament. We are not living under the 0ld Testament. So whal does
the Gld Testamsnt and Law of Woses have to do with how God says He
rules in the nations of men? God's principles of rule in the nations
is no different than it has sver bDasn {(Romans 15:4).

God has plang for this world... We are foolish it we cleim that we

know What they are... I certainly don"t! Buf I do know that He has
plans and it is all in His control, as He uses us to carry them out.

IT. PRAYERS FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE

"

B. Realize That God Hears Our Prayers. He hears the prayers of the
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rightecus and answers them unless they are in conflict with Mis will
{1 Paeter 3:12; James B:16). First, we must be sure that our lives are
being lived consistently with HMis commands, or He does not hear our
pravers (1 John 3:22).

4

1. Do We Pray Selfishly? We pray for peace because that Is whal we
want. We should pray for the things that mean much o us... god
gricourages that (Philippians 4:6}.

Pray for peace. 1 doit But at thes same time pray that God's
will take precedence and be done because it may be different from
oursi! Even Jesus did thet (Matthew 28:39,4Z).

2. God Ansuwers Prayer. But sometimes MHe answers differently from

lag

what we have requested!!

& . Moses asked to be allowsed to cross the Jordan River to ses
the Promised Land... God let him ses the Promised Land from a
mountaintop {(Deutesronomy 3:23-27).

D. Mary and Martha asked Jesus to heal their brother Llazarus so
He would not dig... Jesus let him die so He could give
Lazarus back to them from the dead (John 11:3-6,21,43-44}.

o, Paul asked thres times that a thorn in his flash be
removed... fBod instead gave him grace To bear it (2
Corinthians 12:8-9).

d. We have praved often for peace, but we have still gone %o
WEr. .. perhaps that is the only way God could answer our
prayer. Before there can be lasting peace, the hindrance to
that peace must be destroyedl?

Sometimes the way God accomplishes His will is different that
what wa Think it should be or different than we can even
understand (cf. Matthew 16:21-23). Just remember ons thing...
God's ways are nof ours and who are we to question His wisdom
(Romans 113:33-35).

CONCLUSTION: #Hy friend, we must never give up praving. When we pray, wWe are

appealing to the only power whe can actuslly change things in this world
{Luke 18:1-8}.

We should daily pray for cur leaders and their wisdom in the decisions
they make (1 Timothy 2:1-2). We need to pray and then walt patiently, for
the Lord hears (Psalm 45:1).

tnd while we're at it... did anyone think to pray for Saddam Hussein
and the Irsqgi people... that they might cast aside the religion of Islam,
seek after God, and find salwvation from their sins in Jesus Christ {Matthew
5:43~-45). My frisnd, that is what makes us sons of God and not of the sams
avil power they are followingit
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LESSON #9838 3—24-81

SOME  WHO CANNDT BE SAVED

IHTRO: s#re vou gatiing tired of hearing all the bad news on the television each

night... readigit in the newspaper and magazines... and not aven bging able
to get away Trom it when you listen to the radio or share a conversation
Wwith a friend or neighbor? I am!i It's downright discouragingiil

But there is *good news™ for us to hear... That good news is That
"the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation Tor sveryone
who beliewves, for the Jew first and alss for the Sresk” (Romans 1:16}.

There are glad tidings of good things and "™How beautiful are the feetl of
those who preach the gospel of psace, whoe brinmg glad tidings of geed things®
{Romans 10:153}.

The “good news™ ie that man can be saved from his sirs. That message
is to be taken to all the world and we are Lo Tell g all men what they
must do in order to be saved {Mark 16:15-18). Ths scope of the gospel is
universal... no ong is excluded from the glad tidings of salwvation in and
through Jesus Christ because of race, finasncial status, deographical
location, or anything else. God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35).
That is good news...

But, as good as this news is, we still cannot get away from the bad
newsi The bad news Is thal there are some who cannot be savedil

SOME WHO CAMNOT BE SA&VED

& Some Cannot Be Sawved Because They Do Not Believe. But this has nothing
to do with God. It is not Godis faultii He has conceived and revealed
tne glorious gospel plan of salvation in words too plain to be
misunderstood (Ephesians 3:1-11).

. Faith in Jesus as the Christ is necessary for salvation (John
B:21,24). lWhose fTault was it that these Jews did not belisve? It
cartainiy was not Bod's fault. He gawve them abundant proof (John
12:37-40). Their unbelief was their own Taultl.

That is the bad news. They heard the same messags the bellevers
heard and saw ths same miracles, but did not believe. Sadly, there ars
many today who do not believe the Truth. They do mot comprehend it,
and therafore listen to false teachers who Tickle their sars and blind
them to the truth (2 Corinthilans 4:3-4%.

&. Some Cannot Be Saved Because They Will Not Repent. Repentance is a
change of heart or mind that includes a change of action. IT is
gsgential to salvation {Luks 13:3).

Yet, some people hold to thelr sins and refuse fo give them up.
They are sither in lowve with the sin, or it would be too hard, or they
are Too proud te admit they are wrong. Many psopls hawve been brought
to trembling limbs and bitter tears... but still will not budge. They
know what they should deo, but they are immovesble. They cannot make
themselves do it: They don't mean to be defiant, but they defy the God
who made them and the lLord who died Tor them by their inaction.

How sad that such people cannot bs saved (Acts 17:30-31)1t

C. Some Cannot Be Saved Because They Do Mot Desire Salvation. They feel
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no need for a $avior... they do not realize they have something of
danger to be saved from... sin and the punishment of sin in an eternal
hell. They think they are just fine (Revelation 3:17-18).

How shall we escape Though if we neglect the way of escape (John
14:6; Hebrews 2:2-3)°7

0. Some Cannot Be Saved Because They Trust In Their Own Good Works. This
type of person says he believes in following "The Golden Rulie"™. He is
merally geoed and good te his fellowman, so he is not really sure why he
needs Christ, sslvation, and ths church.

These may be the greatest works that a man can do, but no man is
saved simply by the worth and merit of his works (Ephesians 2:8-9; Luke
17:10). e cannct do enough. It is not a matter of us not being evil,
cruel, and ruthless people, but if we have nol had the slightest of our
sins washed away by the blood of Christ, then we ares doomed (Romans
G:23).

CONCLUSIDN: Dear listener, the good news is that God has sent His Son into the
world te save 1t from its sins (1 Timothy 2:3-8).... the bad news is that
not everyone can be saved, because not everyone is desperately longing for
galvetion and willing To give up everything to oblain it.

Like & rich young ruler who came to Jesus wanting to know “what must I
do to be saved™, even though he was a good, wonderful person who served God
in areas he wanted to, he was told there was one thing that steod In the way
between him and sternal life {Mark 10:21-22)... and he could not give it
upiil

Friend... don't be tThat close to salwvation and miss it....

#irticle by Billy aAshworth, "Bible Truth™, Sctober 13, 1888



LESSON #93%a 3-31-%51

PRIORITY OF TRUTH

INTRO: There are some CThings in this world that are fer more important Than

others... some Things that are actuslly worth sacrificing many other worthy
motives and ideals Tor... some things which must never be compromissd alt any
cost!

Orne of those thinas is the truth. Before sentencing Jesus to death by
crucifixion, Pilate asked Jesus "What is truth?™ as if it was some kind of
slusive thing that philosophers and thinkers can never come o find! A
couple of vazars sarlier Jesus had said that truth was able to fres men by
the mere possessioh and knowledge of it (John 8:31-32,38}).

The wise man said that truth is such a2 preclious thing that we should do
whatever we must te obtain it, and then hang on To It with all we've gol
{Proverbs 23:23). If it is not truth, we must not accept it... if it is not
truth, it cam be only one other thing... 1t i1s falsel! and false doctrine,
along with false teaching will only destine man's soul for destruction for
both teaching it and belisving it (2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John 4:1).

TRUTH MUST HAVE PRIGRITY OVER EVERYTHING

A, Truth Must Have Priority Ower Friendshipn. Differences are unplessant.
They rub us the wrong wWay and hampered constructive, united
relationships. But sometimes, there cannot be friendship or unity
where truth is involved, because one refuses to abide by truth (1
Corinthians 1:10G; 11:18). When that happens, friendships must be sel
aside To stand up on the side of Truthii

Truth ie more important that friendship. It is not a friendly act
To compromise The truth to maintain friendship and equity among peopls
(James 4:45 Matthew 106:34-38%.

B. Truth Wust Have Priority Owver Courtesy. Christians should bs kind and
considerate people {Ephesians 4:31-32). #s a matter of fact, we must
go out of our way To insure that we are gentle and kind to all,
sometimes even when we are correcting those who are in error (2 Timothy
2:24-267.

But in no way arg we to show him courtesy in the things he is
teaching which are false {Z John 9-11). Courtesy must step aside, not
being replaced by arrogance, hatred, or vengeance, but step aside so
that boldness, truthfulness, Torcefulness, and hard-nosed sxposure of
grror can take over {(Ephesians 5:8-12).

I am sorry if it makes him look bad or hurts his feelings, but
truth must take precsdence over courtesy.

c. Truth Must Have Priority Owver Peace, Unity, And Fellowship. Those are
things That are so desirabls among brsthren and bslisvers in Christ.
It is sad that we cannot enjoy more of it, especially since it was
Jesus’ prayer Tor us (John 17:20-21}).

But: these things... peace, unity, and fellowship... thess are
results, they are not goals in and of themselves. Each of these is the
result of swveryvons conforming Te the truth. You can nesver find unity
Wwith those who hold to srror, only truthii {1 John 1:7)

We hawve besn sanctifisd by truth (John 17%:17) and tThe church is to
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be the "pillar and ground of the truth™ (1 Timothy 3:18). How then,
can we have peace with that which is falsse? How can we be united with
that which separates us? How can light have fellowship or unity with
darkrness (2 Corinthians 6:14-183.

b. What Prierity Must Truth Hold? It must be acknowledged (2 Timothy
2:25Y... it must be believed (2 Thessalonians 2:12-13%... it must be
abeyed {Romans 2:8; Galatians 3:1)... and it must be loved above
sverything elese (2 Thessalonians 2:10).

COMCLUSION: My frisnd., do wyou believe, accept, and live by the truth? It does

make a difference what yvou belisve aboul the church that Jesus built and the
rest of the denominatlons... 1t does make a difference what you bellieve
about baptism or faith and works... it does make a difference what you
bglieve about marriage, diverce, and remarriags or cohabitation... it does
make & difference what vou believe about The kingdom of Christ and His
coming?

It does make a difference what vou belisve about instrumental music in
worship o God and the work of the church... Lt does make a difference
whether you believe there is a heaven or a hell.. = = = 77 o o

It makes a difference what you believe about any and gll of these .
things, because if you built your faith on these, it will be built either on
a foundation of fruth or a foundation of errori! You cannot deny it... '
*Have T therefore become vour snemy because I tell you the Truth?v
{Galatians 4:183}7



